
 

**All Saturday Workshops/Session are held from 9-10:30am at the AGE Building: 3710 Cedar 

Street; Austin, TX 78705 

 

**All Lunch and Learns are held from 11:30am-12:30pm at Café Express: 3418 N Lamar Blvd; 

Austin, TX 78705 

 

September: 

9/8/2018: Saturday Workshop: Make and Take Visuals You Can Use with Your Child 

What does your child need to be more independent and successful? What would make your life 

easier? Can you give tools to your child to lessen power struggles? Come create or search for visuals 

to improve life for everyone. Bring your computer and examples of what is successful for you! 

 

9/13/2018: Lunch and Learn: Lessons from the National Down Syndrome Conference 

Some of the members who attended the Conference will share information that they received at the 

event. Come learn from the aha moments! 

 

9/15/2018: DSACT PEAK Speech Therapy Parent Info Session 

We're holding a parent info session on our updated speech therapy program - PEAK - to learn all 
about the program's therapists, how the program is different than other speech therapy programs, 
and how the program works! 

Might the PEAK program be for you and your child? If your child is age 4-25 years and is non-verbal 
or needs help with speech clarity, and you answer "yes" to these questions, mark your calendar for 
September 15, 10am-12pm, to attend this info session: 

1. Do you want to work with therapists in a program specifically for individuals with Down 
syndrome? 

2. Have you never participated in DSACT's speech therapy program, or has it been at least 12 
months since you last participated? 

3. Is your child able to focus on therapy work (remain seated, behave compliantly)? 
4. Are you able to commit to attend monthly therapy sessions in south Austin? 

Join us to meet the speech therapists who developed DSACT’s PEAK program and ask them your 

program-related questions. 

  



October: 

10/3/2018: Lunch and Learn: Let’s Talk Middle/High School  

Questions, concerns, graduation plans, preparing to apply for colleges, other options, and your vision. 

What do you need to know as you prepare for these years and the future? What should priorities be? 

What skills do you need to encourage? What resources would help you with decision making? 

 

10/25/2018: DSACT Fall Education Conference, 9:00am - 4:00pm 

This year’s conference features five special education speakers and two great sessions: Tackling 
Reading Comprehension and Sharpen Your Skills: Accessing Grade Level TEKs for All Students In 
All Environments. Lindamood Bell representatives will join us to explain how they approach reading 
comprehension, which many of our members have found beneficial. DSACT board member Suzanne 
Shepherd will talk about her experiences as a parent. Sharpening Your Skills: Accessing Grade Level 
TEKS is presented by two dynamic teachers who will give concrete ways general education and 
special education can work together improve the classroom for all students. It is very fast-paced and 
you leave with knowledge you can use immediately. Encourage your teachers to come also - they 
can receive TEA credit. Lunch is provided. Registration will open September 5. 
  



November: 

11/3/2018: Saturday Session: Down Syndrome and Autism    

Does your child have a dual diagnosis of DS and Autism? Do you suspect that your child might have 

a dual diagnosis? What are the implications if there is a dual diagnosis? What resources are 

available? 

 

January: 

1/12/2018: Saturday Workshop: Make and Take! Create a Personal Book for your Child 

You will learn how to create a personal book of high interest to your child to encourage him to read. 

Bring a computer and pictures from home (people, trips, interest) and you will leave with a book ready 

to use! I will give you Natalie Hale’s (Special Reads/Special Needs) format of “in through the heart, 

teach to the brain.” The books are short for newer readers and increase in length for more advanced 

readers. 

 

1/16/2018: Lunch and Learn: Building a Team for Your Child 

How do you create a great team for your child? Through communication, getting the right people on 

the team, having shared goals (everyone stays on the same page (team)), and defining roles. 

 

February: 

2/9/2018: Saturday Session: Developing Skills for Employment  

If your long-term goal is for your child to be employable, then what skills should he be developing? 

How can the school help develop these skills? How does your child get job experience? What type of 

experience is good? Kaili Hintz from College Living Experience will be co-presenting. 

 

2/21/2018: Lunch and Learn: What’s New from Inclusion Works? 

We will share information from the 2019 Inclusion Works conference! 

 

April: 

4/13/2018: Saturday Session: Details of the ARD: Modifications/Accommodations/Assistive       

Technology/Well-written IEPs, the PLAAFP 

As we enter a season of ARDs, you may have questions about some of the details of the process. Be 

sure you understand what modifications/accommodations are and if your child needs them. Why are 

they important? What about the IEP goals and objectives? What is a good PLAAFP? Do you need an 

assistive technology evaluation? What is assistive technology anyway? 

 

4/17/2018: Lunch and Learn: Behavior Challenges and Successes 

What behavior challenges are you facing? It doesn’t matter if they are small or significant. Come get 

ideas of what might work to improve behavior. Share strategies that have improved your life. Add 

some tools to your tool chest! 

 

May: 

5/11/2018: Saturday Session:  Your Vision and How you Reach It: Long Term Goal Setting 

What is your vision for the future? What knowledge and resources do you need? How do you 

navigate the years? What long term goal do you/your child have for adulthood? Do you have a plan 

for employment, lifelong learning, social, and living options?  



 

5/15/2018: Lunch and Learn: It’s Almost Summer. Now what? 

How can you make the most of summer? How can you help your child with anxiety over a new 

schedule, travel, and perhaps company? What opportunities exist to practice skills that you may not 

have the time to encourage during the school year? 
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