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Dear DSACT Members and Supporters, 

2014 was a landmark year for DSACT 
in terms of promoting awareness and 
acceptance of individuals with Down 
syndrome. Thanks to generous donations 
from Reagan Billboards, the message of “A 
part, not apart” was viewed by hundreds 
of thousands of drivers in Central Texas, 
at different locations throughout the 
year. Chris Bomely’s artwork “Everybody’s 
Different and That’s Rad,” which honors 
his daughter Gracie, was displayed for 
a month in Downtown Austin on the 
Frank building. The accompanying party 
celebrated acceptance and inclusion. 

The number of supporters we have in the Central Texas community continues to grow. Jersey 
Mike’s Subs, the Travis County Sheriff’s Office, and Kendra Scott Jewelry held fundraising events 
to benefit DSACT. Trail of Lights and the Paramount offered events to our members.

But the biggest change by far in the DSACT world was in our staff. In 2014 we transitioned 
many duties of our Board’s Program Chair, Gerard Jimenez, to our Programs and Administrative 
Coordinator, Rachel Walker. Gerard went above and beyond for us as a volunteer for many 
years, and it a great sign of DSACT’s growth that we now have Rachel’s focus on our programs 
full-time. Peggy Wolf, our Education Manager, has orchestrated workshops for parents and 
educators, such as App Day, where parents explore and share educational applications useful 
to our members.  Vicki Landry, our Operations Manager, has made registering for programs 
and events through our website possible, kept our financial matters up to date, and allowed 
the board and staff to focus more time on our members. Finally, Cameron LaHaise did such an 
outstanding job as Development Director that she has been promoted to Executive Director. 
It is thanks to Cameron that DSACT’s partner, sponsor, and donor support continues to grow.

Thanks to the vision of former Board Co-President Suzanne Shepherd, the amazing work of 
Speak Freely, and a $10,000 grant from the RGK Foundation, we were able to start a speech 
therapy program. Our seventeen members in the pilot program are receiving regular therapy 
for all of 2015, and their early reports are glowing. It is one of our major goals this year to have 
the financial strength and volunteer support to be able to continue this program into 2016 and 
beyond. 

For 2015, our focus is on increasing our presence in the community, improving our educational 
opportunities for parents, and providing better support for adults with Down syndrome.  We 
are also looking for new, budget-friendly office space, which would help our staff become even 
more productive and provide an additional venue for programs.

We look forward to tackling these challenges!

Sincerely,
Allie McCann
DSACT Board President
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On Wednesday, September 24th, 
we came together to celebrate 
the mural at Frank featuring Chris 
Bomely’s “Everybody’s Different and 
That’s Rad” design. Attendees had so 
much fun dancing, creating one-of-
a-kind postcards, and mingling with 
the DSACT family!

D S A C T  M o t h e r  a n d 
volunteer, Kristin Cox,  
spoke about her experience 
volunteering with DSACT 
and serving on the Buddy 
Walk Committee during 
an interview with Time 

Warner Cable. 

DSACT IN THE COMMUNITY

A campaign of DSACT billboards were displayed in various parts of Austin 
throughout 2014. The slogan, “A part, not apart” was developed by the 
University of Texas Taglines student advertising group, and the billboard 
space was donated by Reagan Outdoor Advertising. 

31 Parents received New Parent Packets 
and emotional support after receiving a 
diagnosis of Down syndrome.
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Oliver (age 2) met Texas 
country artist Pat Green 
during a Share the 
Passion photo shoot. 
Pat shared a “behind-
the-scenes” picture with 
his 240,000 social media 

followers:

Just did a photo shoot with my new best 
friend Oliver!! With the Down Syndrome 
Association of Central TX for the 2015 
calendar. What a cool little dude... 
          All my love , Pat.

“

”
In August, DSACT Co-President, Suzanne Shepherd, and 
Executive Director, Cameron LaHaise, sat down with 
Heather White  of KVET Austin to discuss DSACT, Down 
syndrome, and the upcoming 15th Annual Buddy Walk ®.

Mitchell (age 5) backstage at Austin City Limits with DSACT staff, his family, 
and the Avett Brothers as part of DSACT’s “Share the Passion” campaign.
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The 5th Annual Pack the Zach Cocktail Party was held in 
March in combination with Austin’s city-wide donation event, 
Amplify Austin.  The alignment of these two events created 
an atmosphere of giving and celebration that raised over 
$60,000 for DSACT.

In October DSACT hosted our 15th Annual Buddy Walk® at Reunion Ranch. 
Over 3,000 people attended the day of celebration, awareness, and community!

The 3rd  Annual Fun Run was held in April 
at Mueller Park. 120 participants ran a 
5k course that culminated with an award 
ceremony for participants in DSACT’s Run/
Walk Club. The event was hosted by the UT 
service organization, Texas Lassos.

EVENTS & FUNDRAISERS
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In December the Share 
the Passion Calendar Gala 
event took place at The 
Westin Austin Domain, 
kicking off with the 
DSACT models cruising 
the red carpet in style! 
 
Photographer ,  Bi l l 
Ledbetter ,  captured 
celebrities and individuals 
with Down syndrome 
sharing a common 
interest. The calendar 
demonstrates inclusion 
and acceptance. 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS & EVENTS

JERSEY MIKE’S SUBS
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Mitchell (age 5), with the Avett Brothers backstage at ACL. 

http://www.imageclectic.com/
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The Performing Arts class saw an increase in member 
participation after initially being offered in Spring of 2014 
and is now one of our most popular classes!

164 new members and 176 new volunteers.
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*Support for national Down syndrome 
organizations and cognition research. 6

TOTAL REVENUE 
$363,561

TOTAL EXPENSES 
$363,512

2014 GROWTH

FINANCIALS

Our growing staff 
Cameron LaHaise, Rachel Walker, 

and Vicki Landry. 
Not pictured, Peggy Wolf. 
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The launch of a new website 
made a wealth of information 

about DSACT and Down 
syndrome available to the 

public.

Through a new media partnership 
with Univision, twelve speakers 
will talk about DSACT and Down 
syndrome to the Spanish-speaking 
community of Central Texas. Over 
100 families are part of DSACT’s social 

group Comite Latino.

DSACT awarded our first 
postsecondary scholarship to 

Collin McGookey (23).

teens and adults 
participated in 
Popular Dance. 

Over the course the year, class 
members learned the Texas 
Two Step, the Cha Cha Slide, 

and the Macarena

25

children, teens, 
a n d  a d u l t s 
participated in 

Warrior Storm Martial Arts 
class. The group performed at 
the 15th Annual Buddy Walk.

50

Adults participated 
i n  w e e k l y  B o o k 
Clubs, held at two 
l o c a t i o n s .  E a c h 

session, the group focuses 
on the four goals of Book 
Club: improving their reading/
comprehension skills, practice 
social skills, feeling a sense of 
belonging to a group, and most 

importantly, having fun. 

21

HIGHLIGHTS
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DSACT makes presentations to clinicians on how to deliver 
a compassionate diagnosis of Down syndrome to new or 
expecting parents. Medical Outreach Chair, Suzanne Shepherd, 
played an active role in planning the Dell Children’s Medical 
Center Transition Coalition Conference on Transition to Adult 
Care and attended the event in October 2014. 

MEDICAL OUTREACH

boxes of new parent materials were delivered to 
local hospitals and medical practices.

Central Texas pediatricians and neonatologists 
received a letter summarizing recent research/
medical/prenatal testing developments.

17
220

15TH ANNUAL BUDDY WALK®

people attended the 
Buddy Walk...

Over

3,000+

$170,000
And over

was raised for DSACT 
programs & services.

300  volunteers 
contributed their time 
the day of the event...

A group of 
UT Students 

created a 
video to 

commemorate 
the 15th 

anniversary of 
DSACT’s first 
Buddy Walk .
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-reZy23cH4


A new partnership with 
the Paramount Theatre’s 
A c c e s s  t o  t h e  A r t s 
Program in November of 
2014 will bring theatre-
going opportunities to 
many DSACT families on 
a monthly basis.

SPEECH THERAPY
To help our members fulfill their potential to speak, and speak clearly, DSACT is launching a 
Speech Therapy Program in January 2015. The ability to be understood is a key component 
of an individual’s happiness, and unfortunately not all insurance agencies recognize how 
crucial this therapy is. Thanks to a generous grant by the RGK Foundation, our program is 
low-cost and open to any individual who, with a family member, meets basic eligibility criteria. 
 
We will provide group therapy to people with Down syndrome ages 4-adult, working in 
therapy groups of five participants.  17 participants will be in the 2015 Speech Therapy 
Program.  Therapists at Speak Freely and UT Graduate students will track and document 
student progress, and we hope to use this data to improve the program in future years.

LOOKING FORWARD

We are updating and expanding 
the education page on the website 
w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  r e s o u r c e s 
f o r  p a r e n t s  a n d  e d u c a t o r s .  
 
We plan to award 10 postsecondary 
scholarships in 2015, allowing more 
adults to pursue continued education 
or vocational training.

Behavior 101 will provide a basic 
understanding of behavior principles 
and strategies and will include time 
for group discussion. 

UPCOMING SEMINARS

EXPANDED EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
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Explor ing  Apps   w i l l  focus  on 
educational mobile apps that parents 
can use at home.



Our Mission is to provide education, support, and 
resources to individuals with Down syndrome, their 
families and professionals and the community 
while building public awareness and acceptance 
of the abilities of individuals with Down syndrome. 
 
Our Vision is a world in which all members, including 
those with Down syndrome, are accepted, valued for 
their uniqueness, respected for their abilities and 
contributions, and assured the opportunity and choice 
to create their own path to fulfillment and success.

ACCLAIM SCREEN PRINTING   |   AGELESS LIVING HOME HEALTH   |   ANN M. HILLIS SPEECH PATHOLOGY
AUSTIN REGIONAL CLINIC   |   AUSTIN VENTURES   |   BALLET AUSTIN   |   THE BISCUIT BROTHERS 

BECK ASSOCIATES   |   BEN E. KEITH CO.   |   BEST AGENTS IN TEXAS   |   BRANDI NELLIS PHOTOGRAPHY 
CAPITAL WEDDING VIDEO   |   CENTRAL MARKET   |   COSTCO    |   CREDIT SUISSE   |   DLA PIPER 

DRIPPING SPRINGS VODKA   |   THE DRISKILL    |   EMERSON ACADEMY   |   FIREMAN’S 4   |   FRANK 
GERMER PLLC   |   HENNA   |   HIMMEL HOME HEALTH   |   HOMEAWAY   |   IMAGE ECLECTIC PHOTOGRAPHY 

JONES-DILWORTH INC.   |   KENDRA SCOTT   |   KEYSTONE CONCRETE PLACEMENT   |   LA PATISSERIE   |   LCRA 
LEHMAN ASSOCIATES   |   LIFE IS SWEET PHOTO BOUTIQUE   |   LITTLE TESOROS THERAPY SERVICES 

MACARONI KID   |   MARATHON REAL ESTATE   |   MARBRIDGE   |   THE MCCANN FAMILY 
MYEVENTISTHEBOMB   |   NATIONWIDE   |   NOTHING BUNDT CAKES   |   ORB RECORDING STUDIOS 

PARAMOUNT THEATRE ACCESS TO THE ARTS   |   PROGRAPHIX   |   PROSPERITY BANK   |   PWC   |   RBFCU 
REGAN OUTDOOR ADVERTISING   |   RETAILMENOT   |   RISE SCHOOL OF AUSTIN   |   RIVERKIDS HOME HEALTH

SAY CHEESE PHOTO BOOTHS   |   SETON HEALTHCARE FAMILY   |   THE SHEPHERD FAMILY 
SMOKEY MO’S BAR B Q   |   SOUTHWEST STRATEGIES GROUP   |   STELLA AND THE LITTLE TREE   |   STEMS 

FLORAL PRODUCTIONS   |   STIFEL   |   T3   |   TEXAS LASSOS   |   THERAPY 2000   |   TREEHOUSE PEDIATRICS 
THE TROST FAMILY   |   TRUWEST CREDIT UNION   |   TUNES ACROSS TEXAS   |   TURNKEY VACATION RENTALS 

ULTIMATE IMAGING   |   UNIVISION   |   WAG A BAG   |   WATER 2 WINE  
THE WHITLEY GROUP   |   YMCA - TOWN LAKE

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS & COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS

Cameron LaHaise, Executive Director
Vicki Landry, Operations Manager

Rachel Walker, Admin. & Program Coordinator
Peggy Wolf, Education Manager

STAFF
Suzanne Shepherd 

Co-President, Healthcare Chair
Jeanette Holahan 

Co-President, Education Chair
Guillermo Carrillo 

Vice President, Comite Latino Chair
Cathy Thomas-Costilla 

Treasurer 
Tracey Cantu 

Social Co-Chair
Gerard Jimenez 

Programs Chair, Government Affairs Chair 
Liz Jones-Dilworth 

Public Relations Chair 
Christi Marrufo 

Outreach Co-Chair
Allie McCann 

Fundraising Co-Chair 
Lucy McCown 

Self Advocate Liaison 
Christy McDonald 

Social Co-Chair 
Regan Noveskey 

Fundraising Co-Chair
Kellie O’Neal 

Outreach Co-Chair 10

2014 Board of Directors

DOWN SYNDROME ASSOCIATION OF CENTRAL TEXAS 
3710 Cedar St. Box 3 | Austin, TX 78705 

(512) 323-0808  |   www.dsact.org   |  office@dsact.com

http://www.dsact.org/#better-together

