
Creating Personal, Motivating Books for Your Child 
 

How can you motivate your child to read? What will help make him successful and want to 
read? A book he enjoys and wants to read over and over!! You must go in through the heart. If it 
is of interest, then he will be motivated to read the book. 
 
You do not need a ton of personal books. Don’t become overwhelmed thinking that you must 
create 20 books in the next two days. No! Create one. Let your child create it with you. He can 
help you select the topic, pictures, and so forth. After a month or so, create another. Let your 
child feel successful with one before introducing another. 
 
There are several ways that you can create books for your child, and there are several different 
philosophies. Any of these may be right for your child. Some are easier than others to create. I 
would look at the rules for the number of words, length and number of sentences, and so forth 
that Natalie Hale (IV below) suggests, regardless of which method you use. It has to be at your 
child’s reading level in order to be successful. 
 
I. Special Stories App, $13, is very easy. You import your own pictures, write the words, and 
can record what it says, or let your child or a sibling record the book. It can be printed or shared 
with others. The book length is dependent on you. For an emergent (beginner) reader, keep it 
short with only one or two word descriptions per page. For more advanced readers, you can 
create short sentences. Use words from the Fry or Dolch lists, repeating words as frequently as 
you can. Pick just a few to concentrate on in each story. 
 
You can also print the stories and have them laminated and bound at a local copy store so they 
are more durable. 
 
The Educational App Store notes: Special Stories is an app that allows you to create stories 
using text and images. The app is particularly useful for creating social stories for children with 
Autism or Down syndrome. Social stories are short descriptions of a particular situation, event or 
activity, which include specific information about what to expect in that situation and why. They 
are used to reduce anxieties that may rise before an upcoming event and are a proven strategy 
used within the field of autism and other areas of specific needs. The app can also be used to 
improve reading skills, create step by step instructions, recap events, enhance 
receptive/expressive language skills. 
 
II. Story Creator, free, is another app that has been recommended. It has many of the same 
features as Special Stories. With Story Creator you can easily create beautiful story books 
containing photos, videos, text, and audio all in one collection. Story Creator brings your stories 
to life and easily allows you to retell and share your most memorable moments. Story Creator 
offers a magical way to enjoy your personal pictures, videos, and experiences with family and 
friends. 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/special-stories/id478550473?mt=8
http://www.uniqueteachingresources.com/support-files/fryfirst100set.pdf
http://www.sightwords.com/sight-words/dolch/#lists
https://www.educationalappstore.com/app/special-stories-story-creator-for-special-needs
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/story-creator/id545369477


 
III. Powerpoint is another way to easily create books. You can add your own pictures or use 
downloaded pictures from the web, adjust font size and style, and so forth. 
 
IV. Personal Books the Natalie Hale way. See her easy to read and follow book, Whole Child 
Reading. Natalie taught her own child to read using this method. Each book is special to the 
child and based upon his interest. You read the book together and only when the child is 90% 
accurate with the reading is it his to read whenever he wants. 

 
The basic guidelines for personal books listed below help the brain focus on the story. 
 

1. Topic of interest to the child 
2. It is age appropriate material 
3. Landscape format (horizontal) 
4. LARGE TYPE (32 - 130) 
5. Sans serif font: PT Sans Caption 
6. 2 or 3 spaces between all words 
7. Extra space between lines 
8. Left hand pages are always blank for emergent readers 
9. Initial sentence is on right-hand page only 
10. Next page same sentence with large descriptive picture 
11. Vocabulary and sentence strength to match reading ability 

 
Emergent Reader :  

 
● Interested in books, fewer than 40 sight words, beginning phonetics; 

 
● 3 - 4 word sentences 

 
● 1 sentence per page 

 
● 6 or 7 sentences for the whole book (12 total pages) 

 
Pre-primer or Primer Reader: 

 
● In the process of mastering the first Fry list 

 
● 5 - 6 word sentences 

 
● 1 - 2 sentences per page 

 
● 72 point type 

 
● 6 -7 pages total (12 pages when complete)  

https://www.amazon.com/Whole-Child-Reading-Quick-Start-Developmental/dp/1606132830
http://www.uniqueteachingresources.com/support-files/fryfirst100set.pdf


 
First Grader Reader: 
 

● Working on the second Fry list, fluency and speed 
 

● Longer sentences 
 

● Several sentences to a page 
 

● 24 - 32 point type 
 

● New format: First right-hand page has two sentences 
 

● Second right-hand page has only a picture (so work, relax, work) 
 

● Last page always says “The End” 
 

● Select five high interest words associated with the topic 
 

● Select 7 -9 high frequency (Fry words) that would work well with the topic 
 

 
 
FLASH CARDS help a child learn words. Natalie Hale believes in Fast Flash. The child does 
not read the card, but the adult does. You must be sure that only the card you are reading is 
visible to the child as you go through the cards. Do only 5 cards at a time for the book you are 
reading. You may do two groups of 5. As words are mastered, remove those and add another 
word from the book. Each group should contain words of interest from the topic and Fry words. 
 

1. Sit across from your child and hold the cards up just above your child’s eye level.  
2. Flash & Name the cards as fast as possible, 2 per second.  
3. Show the cards rapidly 3 times in one sitting.  
4. Show them again 3 times after reading the material which directly relates to the cards.  

 
Flash Card Guidelines: 

● Cards should be large (at least 5 X 8 inches) 
● Red ink (for emergent readers) 

http://www.uniqueteachingresources.com/support-files/fryfirst100set.pdf
http://www.uniqueteachingresources.com/support-files/fryfirst100set.pdf
http://www.uniqueteachingresources.com/support-files/fryfirst100set.pdf


● 2” high words for beginners 
● Groups of 5 (2 high frequency rooms; 3 high interest words) 
● Use lowercase for everything except proper nouns 

 
Here is Natalie demonstrating Fast Flash: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15jMdDMfuQs 
 
Natalie Hale has a website with some premade books as the child makes progress. 
http://specialreads.com/ 
 
Of course, you can do flash cards the traditional way also. 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15jMdDMfuQs
http://specialreads.com/

