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For the first time, the DSACT 

Education Committee created 

an Educator Award Program 

to recognize exceptional teach-

ers in Central Texas who work 

with children with Down syn-

drome. We believe in recogniz-

ing and saluting educators 

who not only have demon-

strated a commitment to the 

education of children with 

Down syndrome, but those 

who have embraced the oppor-

tunity and have achieved ex-

ceptional results.  

 

We are honored to present to 

you the winners of the DSACT 

Educator Awards. 

 

Joy Huebel, Principal, River 

Oaks Elementary School, Pflu-

gerville. Nominated by Tina 

Visnich, Drew Phipps and 

Stefanie Martinez.  Awarded 

presented by Christina Phipps. 

 

Ms. Olvera, General Educa-

tion Teacher, Casis Elemen-

tary School, Austin.  Nomi-

nated by Susana Perez and 

Gerard Jimenez.  Award pre-

sented by Sofia Jimenez. 

 

Donna Worley, Special Edu-

cation Teacher, Great Oaks 

Elementary School, Round 

Rock.  Nominated by Jean 

Marie Felder.  Award pre-

sented by Trinity Felder. 

 

Mary Lee Hopkins, Teach-

ing Assistant, Casis Elemen-

tary School, Austin.  Nomi-

nated by Susana Perez and 

Gerard Jimenez.  Award pre-

sented by Sofia Jimenez. 

 

EDUCATOR AWARD PROGRAM 

You Oughta Be in Pictures! 
Do you like to see pictures in 

the newsletter? I certainly do. 

Not only do I like to see pic-

tures of the very people who 

make up this community, but 

I’d like to know their name 

and maybe when and where 

the photo was taken. 

We can publish your picture in 

this newsletter. But, we need 

the pictures in order to do so. 

To make this easier, I have set 

up an online picture sharing 

account for DSACT. You can 

upload your pictures and in-

clude a comment about who’s 

in them and where you were in 

that moment in time. Go 

ahead, share your family with 

us. Just go to 

www.dsact.shutterfly.com and 

enter password DS-ATX. Then 

upload away. 

Order pictures, add your own, 

and see more at 

www.dsact.shutterfly.com  

use the password: DS-ATX 
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Pamila Preet, Special Edu-

cation Teacher, Cedar Park 

High School, Leander.  Nomi-

nated by Gloria and Federico 

Collazo.  Award presented by 

Felix Collazo. 
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Med-Equip, Temple, Texas

Treehouse Pediatrics

Med-Equip, Temple, Texas

Treehouse Pediatrics

A huge Thank You to our 2006 Buddy Walk Sponsors 

Main Street Bags

BARKER FINE ART

 

A huge Thank You to our 2006 Dash for Downs Sponsors! 
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Asociación de Síndrome Down de la Zona 

Central de Texas Áreas de Prioridad  
3. Apoyo para personas al 

cuidado de individuos 

con Síndrome de Down:  

Proveer apoyo social y 

emocional a per-sonas a 

cargo del bienestar de indi-

viduos con Síndrome de 

Down.  

4. Inclusión:  

Promover la inclusión de 

indi-viduos con Síndrome de 

Down en nuestras escuelas, 

comunidades, lugares de 

adoración , facilidades 

recreacionales y lugares de 

trabajo.  

5. Concientizacion.  

Aumentar la concientizacion, 

1.Programación:  

Desarrollar y/o promover 

pro-gramas y eventos 

sociales que en-riquezcan la 

vida de los individuos con 

Síndrome de Down.  

2.Educación:  

Proveer información, 
recursos y apoyo a los 

padres y educadores 

para de tal manera, 

asegurar que los 

individuos con Síndrome de 

Down puedan recibir una 

educa-cion de calidad, que 

los prepare para una 

educación futura, empleo y/o 

una vida independiente.  

Comer una torta de 

cumpleaños es una prioridad  

aceptacion,y comprensión 

en relación a las 

habilidades de los 

individuos con Síndrome 

de Down.  

6. Comunicación:  

Informar a los miembros 

de DSACT y a la 

comunidad en general de 

las actividades, programas, 

recursos y even-tos de 

DSACT.  

7. Abogacía:  

Abogar por los individuos 

con Síndrome de Down en 

las áreas medicas, educa-

cionales y legales.  

Down Syndrome Association of Central 

Texas Areas of Priority  
tional support to people in 

charge of the well-being with 

individuals with Down Syn-

drome.  

4. Inclusion:  

To promote the inclusion of 

individuals with Down Syn-

drome in our schools, com-

munities, recreational places, 

facilities and places of work.  

5. Awareness:  

To increase the awareness, 

acceptance, and understand-

ing in relation to the abilities 

of individuals with Down 

Syndrome.  

6. Communication:  

To inform to the members of 

DSACT and the community in 

1.Purpose:  

To develop and/or to pro-

mote social programs and 

events that enrich the life of 

the individuals with Down 

Syndrome . 

2.Education:  

To provide information, re-

sources and support to the 

parents and educators  to 

assure that the individuals 

with Down Syndrome can 

receive an education of qual-

ity that prepares them for a 

future education and/or an 

independent life.  

3. Support for people to 

the care of individuals 

with Down Syndrome:  

To provide social and emo-

general into the activities, 

programs, resources and 

events of DSACT. 

7. Advocacy:  

To plead for the individuals 

with Down Syndrome in 

the medical, educational 

and legal areas.  

KiDSACT Bowling 
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El Comité Latino es un grupo 

dentro de DSACT dedicado a servir 

a la comunidad hispanohablante en 

el área.  La directora del grupo es 

Rebecca Tobias.  Se espera incluir a 

toda la comunidad hispanohablante 

con hijos o familiares con el 

SD como parte de DSACT para que 

COMITE LATINO DE LA ASOCIACION DE DSACT 
tenga el mismo acceso a 

información, servicios y 

recursos.  Tenemos pláticas sobre 

temas importantes a los padres y 

nos ayudaremos uno al otro.  En las 

platicas hay comida y cuidado de 

niños.  Las juntas son el tercer 

sábado del mes a las 3 de la 

tarde.  Se necesita gente que esta 

dispuesta a unirse con otros padres 

para compartir información y 

ofrecer apoyo.  Por favor, 

comuníquese con Rebecca o 

Deborah Trejo para mas 

información:Rebecca Tobias 447-

6974 o Deborah Trejo 586-2552 o 

a quintosol@sbcglobal.net. 

Happy Birthday Dylan! 

Happy Birthday! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dylan Loden 

May 6 

Happy Easter! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Berkeley 

NDSS issued a resolution on Febru-

ary 14th in response to the Ameri-

can College of Obstetricians and 

Gynecologists’ (ACOG) recent rec-

ommendations that all pregnant 

women, regardless of their age, 

should be offered screening for 

Down syndrome. The resolution 

includes two call-to-action points:  

NDSS resolution in response to the American  

College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists’  

(ACOG) Recommendations 
Challenging and strongly encourag-

ing health care professionals and 

organizations like ACOG to partner 

with NDSS and other Down syn-

drome organizations to ensure the 

wide-spread proliferation of bal-

anced, accurate and up-to-date 

information to expectant parents; 

and 

Urging health care profession-

als, policymakers, and the 

Down syndrome community to 

work together to ensure that 

expectant parents are not un-

duly influenced to undergo pre-

natal testing or to terminate a 

pregnancy after receiving a pre-

natal diagnosis of Down syn-

drome. 

For the full text of the resolution see www.ndss.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2004&Itemid=233  

Happy 11th Birthday   

Christina! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We Love you & are so proud 

of you! 

Love, Your Family 



Down in the Heart of Texas Page 5 

The Buddy Walk is a one-mile walk in 

which anyone can participate without 

special training.  As we gather to 

celebrate the gift individuals with 

Down syndrome have given to our 

families and our friends, we promote 

acceptance and raise awareness of 

their potential, dreams and 

accomplishments! The day promises 

entertainment and fun for everyone:  

music and dancing, carnival games, 

paddle boats, hay rides, and much 

more! 

Form your Family or Corporate 

Team Today! 

Buddy Walk makes 

“FUNdraising” enjoyable! 

The Buddy Walk is one of the least 

stressful and most enjoyable ways to 

raise funds.  Last year, over 50 teams 

walked to support their loved ones 

with Down syndrome.  Together, 

these families and friends raised over 

$50,000 which was used to create 

some wonderful new programs for all 

ages! 

8th Annual Buddy Walk 
This year we once again urge families to 

consider forming a team to support their 

children and loved ones with Down 

syndrome.  Each step you take and each 

dollar you raise will help DSACT provide 

important services that enhance the 

quality of life for individuals with Down 

syndrome and their families.  All 

donations to DSACT are tax deductible 

and will directly benefit our loved ones 

with Down syndrome in Central Texas. 

Membership in DSACT is free of cost and 

we strive to provide all services at little or 

no cost to members. We are sustained by 

fundraising activities and private 

donations. Financial contributions are 

vital in creating, promoting, and 

developing activities and programs in the 

following priority areas:  Programming, 

Education, Caregiver Support, Inclusion, 

Awareness, Communication, and 

Advocacy. 

Reunion Ranch 

Buddy Walk will once again be held at 

Reunion Ranch in Georgetown.   Thanks 

to their generosity, we are able to save 

approximately $30,000+ each year, 

which we can apply directly to programs 

and services.  They donate the use of their 

grounds, activities, staff and equipment, 

and provide unlimited drinks and 

snowcones – all at no cost.  With this 

incredible infrastructure already in place, 

the Buddy Walk team is able to focus our 

efforts on entertainment, registration, 

and most importantly, raising money for 

our organization and your children. 

Buddy Walk 

Sunday, October 14th 

12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Reunion Ranch 

Buddy Walk Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, May 15th, 2007 

7:00pm 

 

DSACT Offices 

3710 Cedar Street 

(off of Guadalupe & 38th St.) 

 

Volunteer - Get Involved - Make A Difference 
 

If you would like to join the Buddy Walk committee please join us Tuesday, May 

15th. 

 

Contact us today! 

Stefanie Martinez - mikeandstef2000@aol.com 

Lori Barta -  lmtullos@yahoo.com 

Jullee Mapes - lp0317@yahoo.com  
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What Do You Call People with 

Disabilities?  Friends, neighbors, 

coworkers, dad, grandma, Joe's 

sister, my big brother, our cousin, 

Mrs. Schneider, George, a hus-

band, wife, colleague, employee, 

boss, reporter, driver, dancer, 

mechanic, lawyer, judge, student, 

educator, home owner, renter, 

man, woman, adult, child, partner, 

participant, member, voter, citi-

zen, amigo or any other word you 

would use for a person. 

Who are People with Disabili-

ties? 

People with disabilities are -- first 

and foremost, people -- people 

who have individual abilities, in-

terests and needs.  For the most 

part, they are ordinary individuals 

seeking to live ordinary 

lives.  People with disabilities are 

moms, dads, sons, 

daughters, broth-

ers, sisters, 

friends, 

neighbors, co-

workers, students 

and teach-

ers.  About 49 

million Ameri-

cans -- one out of 

every five indi-

viduals -- have a 

disability.  Their 

contributions 

enrich our com-

munities and so-

ciety as they live, 

work and share 

their lives. 

Changing Im-

ages Presented 

Historically, people with disabili-

ties have been regarded as indi-

viduals to be pitied, feared or ig-

nored.  They have been portrayed 

as helpless victims, repulsive adversar-

ies, heroic individuals overcoming trag-

edy, and charity cases who 

must depend on others for 

their well being and 

care.  Media coverage fre-

quently focused on heart-

warming features and inspi-

rational stories that rein-

forced stereotypes, patron-

ized and underestimated in-

dividuals' capabilities. 

Much has changed lately.  New laws, 

disability activism and expanded cover-

age of disability issues have altered pub-

lic awareness and knowledge, eliminat-

ing the worst stereotypes and misrepre-

sentations.  Still, old attitudes, experi-

ences and stereotypes die hard. 

People with disabilities continue to seek 

accurate portrayals that present a re-

spectful, positive view of individuals as 

active participants of 

society, in regular so-

cial, work and home 

environments.  Addi-

tionally, people with 

disabilities are focusing 

attention on tough is-

sues that affect quality 

of life, such as accessi-

ble transportation, 

housing, affordable 

health care, employ-

ment opportunities and 

discrimination. 

Eliminating Stereo-

types -- Words Mat-

ter! 

Every individual re-

gardless of sex, age, 

race or ability deserves to be treated 

with dignity and respect.  As part of the 

effort to end discrimination and segre-

gation -- in employment, education and 

our communities at large -- it's impor-

tant to eliminate prejudicial language. 

Like other minorities, the disability commu-

nity has developed preferred terminology -- 

People First Language.  More 

than a fad or political correct-

ness, People First Language is 

an objective way of acknowl-

edging, communicating and 

reporting on disabilities.  It 

eliminates generalizations, as-

sumptions and stereotypes by 

focusing on the person rather 

than the disability. 

As the term implies, People First Language 

refers to the individual first and the disability 

second.  It's the difference in saying the autis-

tic and a child with autism.  While some peo-

ple may not use preferred terminology, it's 

important you don't repeat negative terms 

that stereotype, devalue or discriminate, just 

as you'd avoid racial slurs and say women 

instead of gals. 

Equally important, ask yourself if the disabil-

ity is even relevant and needs to be men-

tioned when referring to individuals, in the 

same way racial identification is being elimi-

nated from news stories when it is not signifi-

cant. 

What Should You Say? 

Be sensitive when choosing the words you 

use.   Here are a few guidelines on appropri-

ate language. 

-  Recognize that people with disabilities are 

ordinary people with common goals for a 

home, a job and a family.  Talk about people 

in ordinary terms. 

-  Never equate a person with a disability -- 

such as referring to someone as retarded, an 

epileptic or quadriplegic.  These labels are 

simply medical diagnosis.  Use People First 

Language to tell what a person HAS, not what 

a person IS. 

-  Emphasize abilities not limitations.   Say, 

for example, a man walks with crutches, not 

he is crippled. 

-  Avoid negative words that imply tragedy, 
( See Describing Continued on page 7) 

Describing People with Disabilities 

Real Friends  

Don’t Count Chromosomes 

Infant & Toddler T-Shirt  

Visit www.cafepress.com/

t21club.45249663# 

to order one today 
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to go through and the barriers 

they have to overcome to do 

the most ordinary things. 

-  Use handicap to refer to a 

barrier created by people or 

the environment.  Use dis-

ability to indicate a functional 

limitation that interferes with 

a person's mental, physical or 

sensory abilities, such as 

walking, talking, hearing and 

learning.  For example, peo-

ple with disabilities who use 

wheelchairs are handicapped 

by stairs. 

-  Do not refer to a person as 

bound to or confined to a 

such as afflicted with, suffers, 

victim, prisoner and unfortu-

nate. 

-  Recognize that a disability 

is not a challenge to be over-

come, and don't say people 

succeed in spite of a disabil-

ity.   Ordinary things and 

accomplishments do not be-

come extraordinary just be-

cause they are done by a per-

son with a disability.  What is 

extraordinary are the lengths 

people with disabilities have 

 (Continued from page 6) 

wheelchair.  Wheelchairs are 

liberating to people with dis-

abilities because they provide 

mobility. 

-  Do not use special to mean 

segregated, such as separate 

schools or buses for people 

with disabilities, or to suggest 

a disability itself makes some-

one special. 

-  Avoid cute euphemisms 

such as physically challenged, 

inconvenienced and differ-

ently abled. 

-  Promote understanding, 

respect, dignity and positive 

outlooks. 

Purpose 

To give financial assistance to 

families who have a child with 

Down syndrome who are hav-

ing financial hardships. All 

families in Central Texas who 

have a child with Down syn-

drome are eligible. 

Guidelines 

A DSACT  Board member 

must sponsor the family who 

is having financial hardships 

and present a synopsis dem-

onstrating the financial need 

of the family to the Board of 

Directors. 

Board members may notify 

the Board of candidates for 

Describing con’t “Having Down syn-

drome is like being 

born normal. I am 

just like you and 

you are just like me. 

We are all born in 

different ways, that 

is the way I can de-

scribe it. I have a 

normal life.” 

  -  Chris Burke 

the Emergency Assistance 

Program in person or by 

email. 

Board members who present 

a candidate for the program 

in person at a Board meeting 

will require a majority vote of 

the Board of Directors for 

approval. 

If a Board member notifies 

Board of Directors by email of 

a candidate they will have 48 

hours from the time of notifi-

cation to receive approval for 

the Emergency Assistance 

Program. If there is an objec-

tion from any Board member 

within the 48 hours of notifi-

cation the Board sponsor will 

have to call for a full vote by 

email of all Board of Directors 

and must receive a majority 

of votes for approval. 

If a program candidate is not 

approved by the Board of 

Directors through email the 

Board sponsor may request 

the issue be placed on the 

next Board meeting agenda 

for discussion and vote. 

What’s Available 

* $50 Gift card  for HEB for 

example which can be used 

for food or gas. 

* $100 Visa card for family 

dealing with a crisis/

hospital 

DSACT Emergency Assistance Program 

KiDSACT Bowling Activity 

“To help a friend in 

need is easy, but to 

give him your time 

is not always  

opportune.” 

- Charlie Chaplin 
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¿Cómo se le llama a las Personas 

con Impedimentos?   Amigos, 

vecinos, compañeros de trabajo, el 

papá, la abuela, la hermana de 

José, mi hermano mayor, nuestro 

primo, la Señora Schneider, Jorge, 

un esposo, esposa, colega, 

empleado, el jefe, el reportero, el 

conductor, el bailarín, el 

mecánico, el abogado, el juez, el 

estudiante, el educador, el dueño 

de la casa, el inquilino, el hombre, 

la mujer, adulto, niño, socio, 

participante, elector, amigo o 

cualquier otra palabra que usted 

usaría para una persona. 

¿Quiénes Son las Personas con 

Impedimentos? 

Personas con impedimentos son – 

primero y más que nada, personas 

– personas con abilidades 

individuales, intereses y 

necesidades.  Por la mayor parte, 

son individuos ordinarios 

buscando vivir vidas 

ordinarias.  Personas con 

impedimentos son mamás, papás, 

hijos, hijas, hermanos, hermanas, 

amigos, vecinos, compañeros de 

trabajo, estudiantes y 

maestros.  Cerca de 49 millones de 

Americanos – uno de cada cinco 

individuos – tiene un 

impedimento.  Sus contribución es 

enriquecen a nuestras 

comunidades y sociedades 

mientras viven, trabajan y 

comparten sus vidas. 

Cambiando las Imágenes 

Presentadas 

Históricamente, las personas con 

impedimentos han sido tratadas 

como individuos que dan lástima, son 

temidos o ignorados.  Se les a plasmado 

como víctimas indefensas, adversarios 

repulsivos, individuos heroícos 

sobrepasando una tragedia, y casos de 

caridad que deben depender de otros 

para su bienestar y cuidado.  La media 

frecuentemente se enfoca en cubrir 

características conmovedoras e historias 

inspiradoras que reinforzan los 

estereotipos, condecendiendo y bajo 

estimando sus capacidades individuales. 

Mucho ha cambiado 

últimamente.  Nuevas leyes, el activismo 

de las personas con impedimentos y la 

cobertura expansiva de situaciones en 

los impedimentos han alterado el 

conocimiento y la conciencia pública, 

eliminando los peores estereotipos y las 

representaciones 

malinterpretadas.  Aún, las actitudes, 

experiencias y estereotipos pasados 

siguen siendo difíciles de quitar. 

Las personas con impedimentos siguen 

buscando una imagen más acertada que 

muestre más respeto, una imagen más 

positiva de individuos, como 

participantes activos de la sociedad, en 

vidas regulares sociales, trabajo y 

ambientes hogareños.  Adicionalmente, 

las personas con impedimentos están 

enfocando su atención en situaciones 

difíciles que afectan la calidad de vida, 

tales cómo transportación accesible, 

vivienda, accesible cuidado de la salud, 

oportunidades de trabajo y 

discriminación. 

Eliminando Estereotipos—¡ Las 

Palabras Importan ! 

Cada individuo sin importar el sexo, 

edad, raza o abilidad merece ser tratado 

con dignidad y respeto.  Como parte del 

esfuerzo para terminar con la 

discriminación y la segregación – en el 

empleo, educación y en nuestras 

comunidades en general – es 

importante eliminar el lenguage 

prejuicioso. 

Como otras 

minorías, la 

comunidad 

con personas 

con 

impedimentos 

ha desarrollado una terminología preferida – 

El Lenguage de las Personas Primero.  Más 

que un capricho o una corrección politica, El 

Lenguage de las Personas Primero es una 

forma objetiva de reconocer, comunicar y 

reportar impedimentos.  Elimina 

generalizaciones, suposiciones y estereotipos 

al enfocarse en la persona, no en el 

impedimento. 

Como el término lo implica, El Lenguage de 

las Personas Primero se refiere al individuo 

primero y segundo al impedimento.  Es la 

diferencia entre decir el autístico o el niño 

que tiene autimso.  (Véase el 

reverso.)   Mientras algunas personas no 

usan la terminología preferida, es importante 

que usted no repita términos negativos que 

estereotisan, devalúan o descriminan, así 

como usted evita comentarios raciales y dice 

mujer en vez de muchacha. 

También es importante, el que se pregunte si 

el impedimento es relevante y necesita ser 

mencionado cuando se refiere a individuos, 

en la misma forma en que la identificación 

racial está siendo eliminada de las historias 

recientes cuando no es significante. 

¿Qué es lo que Tiene que Decir? 

Sea sensitivo al elegir las palabras que usa. La 

siguiente es una guía para el lenguaje 

apropiado. 

- Reconozca que las personas con 

impedimentos son personas ordinarias con 

metas comunes para un hogar, un trabajo y 

una familia.  Hable acerca de las personas en 

términos ordinarios. 

- Nunca iguale a una persona con un 

impedimento – tal como referiéndose a 

alguien como retardado, un epiléptico o 
( See Describiendo Continued on page 9) 

Describiendo a las Personas con Impedimentos  
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extraordinarias sólo porque las 

hace una persona con un 

impedimento.  Lo que es 

extraordinario es por todo lo 

que pasan las personas con 

impedimentos y las barreras que 

tienen que sobrepasar para 

poder hacer las cosas más 

simples. 

- Use hándicap para referirse a 

la barrera creada por las 

personas o el ambiente.  Use el 

impedimento para indicar una 

limitación funcional que 

interfiere con las abilidades 

mentales, físicas o sensoriales 

tales como caminar, hablar, oír y 

aprender.  Por ejemplo, las 

personas con impedimentos que 

usan sillas de ruedas están 

impedidos por las escaleras. 

cuadriplégico.  Estas etiquetas son 

simplemente el diagnosis 

médico.  Use El Lenguage de las 

Personas Primero para decir lo 

que la persona TIENE y no lo que 

la persona ES. 

- Ponga el énfasis en las abilidades 

y no en las limitaciones.  Por 

ejemplo diga, un hombre que 

camina con muletas, no el lisiado. 

- Evite palabras negativas que 

implican tragedia, así como 

afligido por, sufre, víctima, 

prisionero e inafortunado. 

- Reconozca que un impedimento 

no es un reto a sobrepasar, y no 

diga las personas triunfan a pesar 

de su impedimento.  Las cosas 

ordinarias no se convierten en 

(Continued from page 8) 

“Las etiquetas 

están para la li-

madura. Las eti-

quetas están para 

la ropa. Las eti-

quetas no están 

para la gente.” 

- Martina Navratilova  

Describiendo con’t 

Supportive, nurturing and 

empowering, the Personal 

Renewal Group (PRG) for 

mothers is a program for 

moms created specifically to 

explore and learn how to 

make self-care a priority and 

experience more balance in 

your life.  The PRG is based 

on career and work/life bal-

ance coach Renee Peterson 

Trudeau’s book, The Mother’s 

Guide to Self-Renewal: How 

to Reclaim, Rejuvenate and 

Re-Balance Your Life.  The 

PRG for DSACT moms will be 

facilitated by fellow DSACT 

mom, Rhonda McMahon, 

mother of Bryan, 6, who has 

Down syndrome, and Dylan, 

3, who also has special needs.  

Rhonda is an RTA-Trained  

(Renee Trudeau & Associates)

PRG facilitator and was a 

participant in Renee’s first 

PRG in 2003 and again in the 

first half of 2006. 

DSACT has generously agreed 

to fund half of the $120 

coaching fee for the six-

month program for each 

mom.  The cost to you is $60 

and includes six evening 

PRGs, email support, remind-

ers between meetings and a 

copy of The Mother’s Guide to 

Self-Renewal: How to Re-

claim, Rejuvenate and Re-

Balance Your Life.  DSACT is 

also funding two full scholar-

ships for the PRG based on 

financial need.  The next PRG 

begins in June and will be 

held on a weeknight from 7 – 

9:30 p.m.  Logistics for meet-

ing location and day of week 

are still being worked out.  

For more information or to 

register, email Rhonda 

McMahon at  

rmcmahon@austin.rr.com or 

call 301-6875.  Group size is 

limited to 12 and registration 

is on a first-come, first-served 

basis.  You can learn more 

about PRG and the Guide 

from Renee’s website:  

www.reneetrudeau.com   

Join the Personal  

Renewal Group and 

receive a copy of this 

book by Renee Trudeau. 

Personal Renewal Group for DSACT Moms 

- No se refiera a la persona como 

atada o confinada a una silla de 

ruedas.  Las sillas de ruedas 

liberan a las personas con 

impedimentos porque les 

proveen mobilidad. 

- No use especial para significar 

segregado, tales como escuelas o 

camiones distintos para 

personas con impedimentos, o 

para sugerir que el impedimento 

mismo hace a alguien especial. 

- Evite eufenismos agudos tales 

como retado físicamente, 

estorbozo y diferentemente 

hábil. 

- Promueva comprensión, 

respeto, dignidad y perspectivas 

positivas. 
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Forming a Buddy Walk team helps us 

raise awareness.Even better, it gives 

our loved ones with Down syndrome a 

day to shine and be recognized by the 

community for their unique 

contributions!  

The success of Buddy Walk 2006 was 

a direct result of the efforts of our 

teams:  we had about 50 family and 

corporate teams, who raised over 

$50,000 and countless awareness for 

Down syndrome.    This year we hope 

to have 70 teams! 

WHY FORM A TEAM?  

1. To raise awareness about the 

amazing individuals with Down 

syndrome who bring so much joy 

to our lives. 

2. To enhance the quality of life for 

all individuals with Down 

syndrome in the Central Texas 

area by raising money for 

programs and services. 

Form your Team for 2007 Buddy Walk 

SIX STEPS TO A SUCCESSFUL 

TEAM:  

1. Select a Team Name  

Examples include:Patrick’s 

Pack, Tyler’s Tiara’s, 

Sabine’s Soldiers, 

Alejandro’s Amigos 

2. Get a copy of the 2007 

Team Packet  

The 2007 Team Packet 

includes entry forms, tips for building a 

successful team and a sample letter to use 

to recruit team members. You should be 

able to download a 2007 Team Packet and 

register your team online soon!     You will 

be able to enter your own photo and text.  

You can also email the page to your family 

and friends and start collecting donations.    

For those without internet access, check 

the upcoming newsletter for the time and 

date of our Team Kick-Off party where 

you can pick up a family team packet.    

3.   Recruit Team Members  

A team ismade of 5 or more people. You 

can recruit team members from your 

family, friends, co-workers, schools, 

neighbors, and church. 

4.  Collect Registration Forms & 

Donations (optional) 

Though the Buddy Walk is our primary 

fundraiser of the year, collecting 

donations is optional.  

We want people to come and have fun! 

You can register your 

team, recruit members 

and accept donations 

online at 

www.dsact.com.  

Make sure that your 

team name is 

indicated on each 

members’ form. For 

corporate teams, ask your employer about 

matching your donation. 

5. Return Forms & Pick-up T-shirts 

6. Show Your Team Spirit! Be 

Creative! 

Carry team banners or posters.   Wear 

buttons, hats, t-shirts.  Pick a theme song! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR 

SUPPORT 

For information on forming a family 

team, visit our website at www.dsact.com.  

You will find all the materials you need 

for successful fundraising: tips on 

recruiting team members and sample 

letters you can use to solicit donations. 

Family teams can contact Lori Tullos 

Barta at 771-6081 or ltullos@dsact.com  

Corporate teams can contact Andrea 

McDermott at Dremex72@yahoo.com or 

(510) 410-8707 

Inclusion Resource 
booklet is designed to help 

parents introduce their child 

with Down syndrome to their 

teachers.  This 12 page book-

let will help your child's 

teachers better understand 

likes/dislikes, communication 

needs, strengths, and learning 

needs.  Take a few minutes to 

download this booklet and 

complete it.  Once you are 

done, give the booklet to your 

child's teachers.   DSACT 

member Stefanie Martinez 

has done this for Christina's 

teachers and found it to be a  

great way to introduce Chris-

tina to the new teachers each 

year and a way for them to 

communicate what we want 

for their  child. 

The Greater Kansas Down 

Syndrome Association news-

letter titled "Inclusion Solu-

tions" contains great informa-

tion for parents and teachers.  

You can view the newsletters 

at  www.kcdsg.org/

EducationalResources.php  

 

One of their greatest tools is 

the "About Me" booklet. The 



Down in the Heart of Texas Page 11 

Share a treasure or service by donat-

ing it to the silent auction! 

How to contribute:   

Ask your favorite restaurant, salon, or 

any business for a gift certificate or 

item;  

Purchase something (ask if you may 

buy it at cost since it is for a charita-

ble donation);  

Ask your place of employment to do-

nate merchandise, tickets, services 

gift certificates or  just make a mone-

tary contribution;  

Get a few friends together and make 

up a basket of 5-10 items based on a 

theme;  

Donate a NEW item of value that you 

have sitting in the depths of your 

closet or attic;  

Offer your time or expertise.  It could 

be cooking, sewing, painting… any-

thing.  

Some suggestions for baskets 

(NEW items only, please): 

For the kids: Toys, Baby gifts, 

Classes (dance, music, sports, etc.), 

Clothing (gift certificates), Therapy ser-

vices (riding, music, etc.);  Babysitting 

services 

Trips / Getaways:  Bed & Breakfast, 

Hotels and resorts, Limo service, Airline 

tickets, Hot air balloon ride, Sailing or 

boat cruise  

Sports /Sporting Events:  Pro Game 

tickets, Rounds of golf or tennis, Pro in-

struction, Riding lessons, Sports memora-

bilia, Equipment and clothing  

Certificates:  Restaurants, Books and 

CD’s, Clothing and accessories, Beauty 

salons, spas,  Car wash  

Cultural Events:  Concert tickets, Thea-

ter tickets, Movie tickets, Personal mu-

seum tour  

Special Events:  Hosted dinner, Hosted 

kid’s party, Catering, Music for a party, 

Facility rental  

Electronics:  I-Pod, Digital camera, Lap-

top computer  

Food and Drink:  Bottles of wine or 

spirits; Gourmet foods; Cooking lessons  

Arts and Crafts:  Paintings; Drawings; 

Prints; Ceramics; Fine jewelry; Quilts and 

hangings; Handmade clothing; Art 

classes  

House and Garden:  Antiques; 

Oriental carpets; Garden equipment; 

Appliances; Kitchen equipment 

Professional Services:   Account-

ant; Personal trainer; Photographer; 

Interior designer; Landscape de-

signer; Computer consultant; Lawyer 

(will or special needs trust); Massage 

therapist; Florist  

For more information, send an email 

to Dana Smyth 

(cdsmyth@austin.rr.com) or Laura 

Williams 

(lwilliams189@austin.rr.com). 

We Need your Treasures or Services for the Silent Auction! 

(whenever he finishes) and participate in 

graduation ceremonies with that senior 

class.  Of course, these are not the same 

students he has gone through school 

with and most of the senior class will not 

even know the older special education 

student.  This has caused quite a bit or 

hurt and sadness to some students and 

their families around the state. 

 Several years ago, Advocacy, Inc. repre-

sented a young man w/ Down Syndrome 

who was in this situation. He had al-

ready sent out invitations and ordered 

his cap and gown, when the school dis-

trict said "No".  The school district was 

willing to pay to go to a due process and 

finally federal court to prevent 1 student 

with Down Syndrome from being able to 

walk across the stage with the students 

he had grown up with.  Advocacy lost 

the case because there was no federal or 

state law addressing this.  This bill is a 

chance to see this doesn't happen 

(Continued on page 17) 

Senator Judith Zaffirini has filed a 

bill (SB 673) in the Texas legislature 

that would require school districts 

to allow students with disabilties to 

participate in graduation ceremo-

nies with their same-age peers, even 

if they will be continuing to receive 

special education from the district 

up to age 21.  Currently, some 

school districts are not allowing this 

and telling the parents the student 

can come back when he is 20 or 21 

Proposed Legislation Impacting Students with Down 

Syndrome 
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Scrapbooker Alert 
First Annual "Scrap for Chap" crop-a-thon to benefit: 

The Down Syndrome Association of Central Texas (DSACT)  
 

Mark your calendars for July 21, 2007 
11am to 10pm 
(note date has changed) 

 

Baca Center in Round Rock  
My inspiration for this fund-raising event is my awesome 3 year old son Chapman, who has Down 

Syndrome and the many adorable unscraped pictures I have of him. The crop will now be in Round Rock 

at the Baca Center from 11am to 10pm.  

 

The "Tax-Deducible" Admission will include lunch, dinner, drinks, snacks, and of course desert! It will 

be a fun-filled day including countless door prizes throughout the day, various scrapbooking vendors 

demonstrating the latest products.  There will be a scrap-bookers dream silent auction, and a special 

area "The Scrapper's Boutique" where all your unneeded scrapping supplies can be bought and sold, all 

to benefit DSACT.  

 

We will also have a "Grand Prize" for the scrapbooker that brings in the most outside donations for the 

2007 Buddy Walk!  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

If you would like more information on this special event, have any suggestions, or would like to make 

any type of donation please email Jodi Ross at JODIROSS@HOTMAIL.COM   

 

Non-Scrappers are also welcome to attend and enjoy the fun. This would be a great day to finish your 

pages and help a great cause the DSACT! 

 

Thank you, 

Jodi Ross 

 

Jean Louis Photography  
Tel 512-301-2431  
Email:    jeanlouis@austin.rr.com 
http://www.jeanlouisphotography.com/ 
Jean Louis is formally trained and experienced in photographing children with 

special needs.  If you've hesitated to take your child for a formal portrait because 

you were concerned about how the photographer would interact with your child 

we would love to work with you.  Please call us for a consultation so we can discuss your child's specific needs and abilities. Jean 

Louis is also The Down Syndrome Association of Central Texas - Share the Passion Calendar Photographer. 
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From the National Down Syndrome Congress 
enhance their new parent outreach 

program as well as provide basic “how 

to” information for new groups who 

wish to start a new parent outreach 

program. This is an opportunity for us 

to learn from each other. 

I would like to talk with more of you 

and hope that you will contact me. 

Whether or not you currently have a 

new parent outreach program, I would 

like to talk with you. If you are inter-

ested in adding your knowledge and 

perspective to this effort, please con-

tact me at: firstcallproject@ ya-

hoo.com. Please include your phone 

number and I will call you.  

First Call Project 

Again, this three year project does not 

intend to replace any of the work you 

are already doing in your areas. The 

goal is to gather information from you, 

learn from your efforts, and explore 

how this information can be of help to 

groups who don’t currently have a 

program, and how even well-

established programs can be en-

hanced. We believe that by working 

together, we can ensure that new and 

expectant families are receiving the 

most accurate and up-to-date infor-

mation about Down syndrome. So, 

please let Dotty hear from you!  

What Other 

Things Should I 

Know 

• Now available on 
the NDSC website, 
a Power Point pres-
entation called Sup-
porting People with 
Down Syndrome. 

This program is intended for your 
use with people who provide direct 
support to adults with Down syn-
drome—those who provide employ-
ment support, day support, group 
home care, etc. 

• On March 2nd and 3rd, Sue Buck-
ley, founder and director of the 
Down Syndrome Educational Trust 
in Portsmouth, UK will be present-
ing in Denver. Professor Buckley 
delivered the keynote address at the 
2005 NDSC National Convention in 
Anaheim. For more information, 
contact Mile High Down Syndrome 
Association at 303-797-1699. 

• On March 16th, My Brother, a film 
featuring two actors with Down 
syndrome, will premier in approxi-
mately 18 cities around the country. 
While we can't provide a review of 
the film (we haven't seen it!), we did 
want to make you aware of it. We 
understand that My Brother marks 
the first time in cinema history 
where two African American actors 
with a developmental disability have 
played leading roles in a feature 
motion picture. 

• In May, 2007, the Down Syndrome 
Connection of Northwest Arkansas 
will be embarking on a D-Tour—a 
bike trip from Arkansas to the At-
lantic Ocean near Jacksonville. For 
more information on this awareness 
event, call 479-549-1084.  

As always, please contact us anytime 
with your suggestions, questions and 
concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Lori McKee, Board Member and  

Sue Joe, Resource Specialist  

National Down Syndrome Congress  

 

email: sue@ndsccenter. org  

phone: 800-232-6372  

web: http://www.ndsccent er.org/  

Dear Affiliate Leaders, 

Many of you have been contacted re-

cently by Dotty Robison, Project Coor-

dinator of First Call: NDSC and NDSS 

Outreach to New and Expectant Par-

ents. Just to remind you, this collabo-

rative effort is being funded by the 

Joseph P. Kennedy Jr. Foundation, 

and aims to create best practice guide-

lines for First Call Programs. Dotty 

began by contacting groups in areas 

requested specifically by the Kennedy 

Foundation. Now she is ready to inter-

view more parent groups around the 

country. We would love for you to 

contact Dotty to arrange a follow-up 

phone call. 

 A Note From Dotty Robison, 

Project Coordinator 

Hello, everyone. I am the Project Co-

ordinator for this joint effort between 

NDSC and NDSS. As a long-time 

member of both groups it is a pleasure 

and a privilege to organize the project 

and to talk to so many of you about 

the fine work you are doing. I have 

talked at length with 14 parent group 

leaders about new parent outreach. 

We have discussed the development 

and evolution of parent outreach pro-

grams. We have also discussed what 

has been done to develop and main-

tain relationships with medical and 

educational professionals so that new 

parent outreach continues to be effec-

tive, and about the training so many 

groups have developed for new parent 

outreach volunteers. 

From what we are learning from you, 

we will develop best 

practice guidelines 

that will be avail-

able from both 

NDSC and NDSS. 

The guidelines will 

hopefully help es-

tablished groups 
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Order Your 2007 Share the Passion Calendar 

The Share the Passion calendar project of the Down Syndrome Association of Central Texas brings together local celebrities 

to share their passions with children, teens and young adults with Down syndrome.  Taken by 

photographer Jean Louis, the calendar breaks down the common myths about Down syn-

drome and illustrates that individuals with Down syndrome have the ability and desire to 

engage in life-enriching activities...a passion they share with others.  Central Texas celebrities 

that participated in our calendar include; Mack Brown, Ballet Austin, Ben Crenshaw, Jody 

Conradt, Melissa Gale, Sara Hickman, Joe McDermott, Bruce Robison, Reid Ryan, Carole 

Keeton Strayhorn, Rick Trevino, Monte Warden, Kelly Willis and Will Wynn. 

Buy your 2007 Share the Passion Calendar Today and help educate the public about the tal-

ents and abilities of all individuals with Down syndrome. Sharing the Passion is a PERFECT gift for everyone on your gift 

list! 

We’ll mail the calendars directly to your friends and family just in time for the holidays!   Order by mail using the form be-

low or online at www.dsact.com 

Name:     Address:    

City:  State:      Zip:  

Daytime Phone: Email:  

___ # of 2007 Calendars @ $10 Each    $_______ Postage: 1-2 Calendars $2.00 / 3-5 Calendars $5.00 

$_______ Total Cost 

Please circle method of Payment Enclosed: Check payable to DSACT / Money Order 

Please send your check or money order made payable to DSACT along with this form to:  Down Syndrome 

Association of Central Texas, 3710 Cedar Street, Box 3, Austin, Texas  78705 

DSACT Share the Passion 2008 Calendar 
We are looking for our Share the Passion 2008  

Calendar Models 

Jean Louis Photography and the DSACT Calendar Committee will be selecting the models matching them with the Central Texas 

celebrities very soon.  Photo shoots have already began. 

 

If your child is chosen you will be contacted via email and phone. 

 

Please contact Stefanie Martinez or Teana Ross to have them send you the calendar application if you are interested.  Please note 

all applications and pictures must be "mailed" in. 

 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact Stefanie Martinez at 716-1561, 

mikeandstef2000@aol.com or Teana Ross at 809-1904,  teanafunk@yahoo.com  

 

Sincerely, 

Stefanie Martinez & Teana Ross 

Share the Passion Calendar Committee 
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Scientists believe they have found 

evidence of a drug which alleviates 

the learning difficulties associated 

with Down Syndrome. 

A Stanford University team in the US 

looked at a drug once tested as an 

epilepsy treatment in the 1950s. 

The found a once-a-day treatment for 

over two weeks helped mice overcome 

the problems associated with the con-

dition, the Journal Nature Neurosci-

ence said. 

UK experts said clinical trials were 

needed to know its impact on hu-

mans. 

Down syndrome is one of the most 

common cause of learning difficulties, 

affecting around one in 800 births. 

There are about 60,000 people living 

with it in the UK. 

It is caused by the presence of an ex-

tra copy of a chromosome, known as 

chromosome 21. 

Researchers were exploring the possi-

bility that the brains of Down syn-

drome patients are too strongly affected by 

a chemical called GABA, which slows the 

nerve cell activity in the brain. 

The drug they looked at, called pentylene-

tetrazole or PTZ, works by blocking the 

action of GABA. 

The team gave daily doses of PTZ to mice 

specially bred to have many of the same 

genetic differences that cause Down Syn-

drome and got them to perform a maze 

task. 

The mice tended to explore the maze in a 

random way compared to normal mice, 

but after 17 days treatment, the Down syn-

drome mice began exploring more like 

normal mice. 

Further tests showed the mice acted nor-

mally for up to two months after the drug 

was stopped. 

'Remarkable potential' 

Professor Craig Garner, who led the re-

search, said: "This treatment has remark-

able potential. 

"So many other drugs have been tried that 

had no effect at all. 

"Our findings clearly open a new ave-

nue for considering how cognitive 

dysfunction in individuals with Down 

syndrome might be treated." 

Researchers are now considering 

whether to push ahead towards clini-

cal trials to find if the substance has a 

similar effect in humans. 

However, they warned PTZ is not cur-

rently approved for use in humans 

and in high doses is known to cause 

seizures. 

Carol Boys, chief executive of the 

Down's Syndrome Association, said 

the research was welcome. 

But she added: "We must remember 

that this research has been conducted 

with mouse models. 

"At this stage the compound PTZ is 

not approved for human use and until 

extensive further clinical trials with 

real people have been conducted it 

will be impossible to predict how this 

drug might affect the lives and abili-

ties of people with Down syndrome." 

Drug May Boost Down Performance  

From the Hoover Institution 

By Jay P. Greene and  

Marcus A. Winters  

 

Don't blame private options for rising 

costs 

 

Can spiraling special education costs 

explain why educational achievement 

remained stagnant over the past three 

decades while real education spend-

ing more than doubled? Policy mak-

ers, education researchers, and school 

district officials often make this 

claim. Special education students—goes 

the argument—are draining resources 

away from regular education students.... 

......... . 

 

For full article, go to: http://www.hoover. 

org/publications /ednext/6018321. html 

Debunking a Special Education Myth 

KiDSACT Bowling 
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1. Treasurer - this is a board position 

responsible for: 

• All banking activities 

• Recording receipts and disbursements in 
accounting system (Quickbooks 

• Preparation of financial statements 

• Assisting board with budgeting and fi-
nancial projections 

Oversight of registration and cash func-

tions at events 

Financial reporting compliance with regu-

latory agencies 

 

2. Fundraising Co-Chair - this is a pos-

sible board position to: 

• Assist fundraising chair 

• Coordinate one fundraising event per 
year 

 

3. Volunteer Chair - this is a board posi-

tion to: 

• Recruit volunteers from DSACT mem-
bers and the community; 

• Assist in preparation of volunteer orien-
tation and training; 

• Assist Fundraising committee with re-
cruiting volunteers for fundraising 
events 

• Assist Board with planning volunteer 
appreciation event 

4. Activities Groups Chair (monthly 
social activities for specific age 
groups)  - this is a board position to: 

• oversee coordinators for InkDots, KiD-
SACT, Teen Group and Adult Group 
 

The Down Syndrome Association of 

Central Texas (DSACT) is the organi-

zation committed to improving the 

lives of people with Down syndrome 

in Central Texas. DSACT provides 

many valuable services to the com-

munity including: reaching out to 

new families of a child with DS to 

provide information and support; 

providing hospital and home visits;  

providing educational and recrea-

tional programs & services  and pro-

moting the acceptance and inclusion 

of people with DS.   

 

BUT we can't do it without your help! 

DSACT is 100% volunteer! The 

board is comprised of family mem-

bers and 

friends of 

people with 

DS like you. 

We are in real 

need of addi-

tional assis-

tance to sus-

tain and in-

crease the 

services 

DSACT offers.  We need to recruit 

new people to serve on our board, or 

chair one of the following commit-

tees. Board members are required to 

attend monthly board meetings (first 

Wed. of the month at 7 p.m.), to par-

ticipate in fundraising, including at-

tending all major fundraising events 

(Buddy Walk, Parachute Jump, Cal-

endar Project), and to attend special 

meetings, if called. We plan to have 

quarterly social events as a board with 

our families and to HAVE FUN trying 

to improve the lives of people with 

DS! 

 

Please consider volunteering for one 

of these available positions: 

 

Additionally we need volun-
teers to:  

• Help plan & carry out Buddy Walk, 
Calendar Committee, Christmas 
Party, spring/summer events 

• Translate written materials into 
Spanish and translate at DSACT 
events. 

 
Please do not let inaction prevent you 
from donating your time to a worthy 
cause. Our organization is only as good 
as our volunteers make it! Call any of 
the board members today to start con-
tributing. 

HELP WANTED: DSACT Needs You! 

“Don't give up on 

the child. Give the 

child an education. 

Give them daily 

love.”  

- Chris Burke  

“Research has shown that 

people who volunteer often 

live longer.” 

- Allen Klein 

KiDSACT Bowling 
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The 3rd Annual Texas Parent to Parent Conference  
Responsibilities; Tests and Measure-

ments to Measure Progress & Regres-

sion; SMART IEPs; Introduction to Tac-

tics & Strategies for Effective Advocacy. 

This is a rare opportunity to listen to two 

nationally recognized advocates for stu-

dents with disabilities.  Pete is an attor-

ney who represents children with special 

educational needs. His advocacy grew 

out of his personal educational experi-

ences. In second grade, Pete was diag-

nosed with learning disabilities includ-

ing dyslexia, dysgraphia and ADHD. He 

was fortunate - his learning problems 

were identified early. Pam Wright is a 

psychotherapist who has worked with 

children and families since the early 

1970’s. Her training and experience in 

clinical psychology and clinical social 

work give her a unique perspective on 

parent-child-school dynamics, problems, 

and solutions. Pam has written exten-

sively about raising, educating and advo-

cating for children with disabilities. She 

is the co-author with Pete Wright of 

Wrightslaw: Special Education Law,  

Wrightslaw: No Child Left Behind, 

Wrightslaw: IDEA 2004, and Wright-

slaw: From Emotions to Advocacy, 2nd 

Edition. Pam is also the editor of The 

Special Ed Advocate newsletter. These 

books are highly recommended by many 

leading advocates for people with dis-

abilities across the country. They also 

have an exceptional web site that is an 

incredible resource and has information 

on just about every topic related to spe-

cial education and disability rights. The 

web address is www.wrightslaw.com. 

We are happy to announce that DSACT 

will be a Family Sponsor of the Wright’s 

Law Pre-Conference. This means we will 

have 25 stipends available to give to 

DSACT family members. The stipends 

will be limited to one per family and are 

available to all DSACT families. While 

priority will be given to families requir-

ing financial assistance, we would like to 

encourage all who are interested to re-

quest a stipend. Texas Parent to Parent 

has requested that DSACT process all 

registrations of the 25 stipend recipi-

ents. If you would like a stipend you 

must send your registration along with 

your request for a stipend directly to 

DSACT in care of the Education Com-

mittee by email or mail. You will be sent 

confirmation that your request has been 

received and then subsequently you will 

be informed whether or not you have 

received a stipend. If you register di-

rectly with Texas Parent to Parent for 

the event you will not be eligible for a 

stipend from DSACT. 

If you have any questions please contact 

Education Committee members Lori 

Barta, Deborah Trejo or Gerard 

Jimenez. 

One of the best conferences for par-

ents of children with disabilities is 

almost here! The Texas Parent to 

Parent Conference is coming to 

Austin in June and I would like to 

strongly encourage you to attend. 

This is an excellent opportunity for 

you to get valuable information you 

can use right away. There are over 

50 different educational sessions 

spread out over three days. The list 

of speakers is very impressive. 

There will be experts and advocates 

presenting on a wide variety of top-

ics. I’m confident that you will find 

something of high interest to you. 

Please visit the Texas Parent to Par-

ent web site at www.p2p.org to 

learn more about the sessions and 

the conference in general. If you are 

interested in attending I strongly 

recommend you register as soon as 

possible. There is strong possibility 

that the conference will sell out. 

Childcare is available but limited. If 

you are interested please be sure to 

make arrangements immediately. 

The conference will begin with the 

Wright’s Law Special Education and 

Advocacy Training Conference on 

Thursday, June 7th. Pete and Pam 

Wright will be here this year to give 

the presentation that will include; 

Special Education Law, Rights and 

Committee.  It will then go for a vote to 

the full Senate.  It is likely to be sched-

uled for a hearing in the Senate Educa-

tion committee within the next two 

weeks.  (NOTE:  The Senate Education 

committee meets on Tuesday morn-

ings)  Persons wishing to support the bill 

can write or call members of the Senate 

Education Committee (roster at-

tached).  Persons wanting to testify when 

the bill is scheduled for a hearing can 

check with Senator Zaffirini's office to 

find out when it is scheduled, or call 

Rona Statman at The ARC of Texas 

(454-6694) or rstat-

man@thearcoftexas.org.  You can also 

write Kay Lambert at Advocacy, Inc. 

(klambert@advocacyinc.org and ask to 

be added to her legislative email list. 

again.  Unfortunately, we expect 

some organizations representing 

schools and school boards to oppose 

the bill because of their belief in 

"local control." 

 Since it is a Senate bill, it must first 

pass out of the Senate Education 

(Continued from page 11) 

Legislation con’t 
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There is very important legis-

lation that could impact in-

surance coverage for medi-

cally indicated therapy, such 

as but not limited to, speech 

and language therapy, occu-

pational therapy and physical 

therapy for children with 

Down Syndrome. 

As many parents have 

learned, rehabilitative ther-

apy (to restore lost skills, if a 

child is in an accident and 

looses the ability to walk or 

talk) is covered by insurance. 

Unfortunately, for many of 

the babies, children and ado-

lescents born with a congeni-

tal disorders such as Down 

syndrome, these medically-

necessary services are not 

covered by insurance because 

the therapy being provided is 

to develop new skills 

(rehabilitative therapy), not 

to regain lost skills. 

House Bill 1247 introduced by 

Illinois State Representative 

Elizabeth Coulson protects 

children with congenital neu-

rological conditions such as 

Down syndrome, autism, 

mental retardation and cere-

bral palsy from discrimina-

tion by the insurance indus-

try.  Requiring coverage for 

rehabilitative therapies for 

these children tears down a 

barrier to appropriate medi-

cal treatment that exists for 

no medically justifiable rea-

son.  Commercial insurance 

carriers should be good cor-

porate citizens and provide 

the same coverage already 

provided by the State of Illi-

nois in the All Kids program.  

Passing this law in Illinois is a 

service that all children and 

families deserve. 

From around the USA: For Illinois Residents 

DSACT Family Spotlight 
the bar and do squats.  I had 

put down an extra plush layer 

of carpet to cushion any falls 

and to make it more comfy to 

sit with her at the mirror and 

play. 

She is almost 2 now and walk-

ing very quickly.  She contin-

ues to use the mirror and bar 

to practice new poses, stretch, 

stand on one foot, twist 

around holding on with one 

arm or hand, and to check out 

new toys.  I found it very in-

teresting that she would take 

off to her mirror after I put on 

a new outfit to look at it.  She 

also looks at her books in the 

mirror.  Sticking play-doh to 

it is fun too!  We have plenty 

of fun making funny faces and 

talking while looking at the 

mirror.   

A couple months back I had 

attended the “What’s Up With 

Down Syndrome” semi-

nar.  One of the things the 

Professor mentioned is that 

mirroring is an important 

part of learning.  I don’t think 

she was referring directly to 

looking at a mirror, but to the 

way a child must be able to 

picture an image or hear an-

other sound within their own 

mind in order to process and 

remember or repeat that bit 

of information.  I believe that 

Mary uses the mirror to help 

imprint/understand and re-

member new informa-

tion.  She also uses it to be-

come more aware of her-

self.  She babbles in the mir-

ror and watches her mouth. 

She puts her hand in the air 

and watches herself wiggle 

her fingers in the mirror, and 

also looks directly at her 

hand.  Watching her watch 

herself is so interesting. I can 

see her thinking and it brings 

me joy.  

Meet Betty Shafer, mother of 

Mary Pansy-Mae.  She has a 

story to share. 

One day while having coffee 

another DS parent told me 

about how a mirror and towel 

bar could be a wonderful 

learning tool for Mary.  The 

next day I went to Home De-

pot and purchased a 24” oak 

towel bar and then to Wal-

mart for one of those $5.00 

full length door mirrors.  I 

then mounted them where I 

could keep an eye on Mary as 

she played at the mirror and 

eventually pulled herself up to 

stand (about 16-18 inches 

from the floor). When I first 

put the mirror/ballet bar up 

Mary was about 9 months 

old.  I had hung some toys 

that she could use to pull up 

with and to entice her to 

play.  Before she could stand 

on her own she would hold 

Mary learning and  

exploring with her mirror 

& towel bar 

“Children are remarkable 

for their intelligence and 

ardor, for their curiosity, 

their intolerance of shams, 

the clarity and ruthless-

ness of their vision.”  

 

- Aldous Huxley 
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Therapro offers evaluations in 

the areas of Handwriting 

(ETCH, THS-R), Speech & 

Language (APAT, EOWPVT, 

ROWPVT, Listening Inven-

tory, TAPS-3), Gross & Fine 

Motor (FM Skills in Classrm, 

Pediatric Form, TGMD-2, 

COMPS, Peabody), Sensory 

Processing (SI Inventory, 

Observations Based on SI, 

SPA, QNST-II, Preschool 

SENSE), Vision, Perception & 

Cognition (MVPT-3, MVPT-

V, TVMS:UL, LOTCA, 

DOTCA-Ch, PVMIA, Beery 

VMI, DTVP, DTVP-A, TVMS, 

TVMS-R/ASM, VSA, 

TPFLNOSS, TVPS-3), and 

Early Learning (HELP 0-3, 

HELP-Preschool).  

Evaluations seem to be in 

constant revision - just as we 

think we have learned to ad-

minister a test, score it and 

report outcomes, it gets re-

vised. This month's article 

offers information on 2 newly 

revised tests as well as an 

exciting new assessment for 

children. 

Karen Conrad Weihrauch, 

ScD, OTR/L  

Therapro, Inc  

tains some very valuable 

items for children with learn-

ing disabilities and traumatic 

brain injury (TBI). There are 

a total of 22 subtests in the 5 

Cognitve areas of Orientation, 

Spatial Perception, Praxis, 

Visuomotor Construction and 

Thinking Operations.  

Two of my favorite tasks are 

the Riska Object Classifica-

tions items (ROC) Unstruc-

tured and Structured, as they 

give valuable information not 

found in any other test. The 

child is asked to sort 18 plas-

tic pieces - there are 3 differ-

ent colors and 3 different 

shapes. Once sorted, the child 

is asked to sort them again 

but in a different way. In the 

A new assessment, the Dy-

namic Occupational Therapy 

Cognitive Assessment for 

Children (DOTCA-Ch), was 

recently published. It is a 

criterion-referenced assess-

ment to evaluate cognitive 

performance of children ages 

6 to 12. An article in the Janu-

ary/February 2007 issue of 

The American Journal of Oc-

cupational Therapy provides 

more details.  

The DOTCA-Ch is based on 

the LOTCA, which evaluates 

the cognitive performance of 

adults and has been used 

successfully by OTs for a 

number of years. We are ex-

cited to see this evaluation 

adapted for children. It con-

next task the evaluator re-

arranges the pieces in a pre-

scribed way and asks the child 

to copy the arrangement. The 

child is then asked to com-

pare how the 2 arrangements 

are alike or different. This 

requires the child to make 

distinctions between relevant 

and irrelevant features of 

objects and to create simple 

categories and subcategories, 

in addition to being able to be 

fluid in changing categories. 

This directly relates to every-

day activities - sorting what 

you have in your desk or 

backpack. Also, it relates to 

being fluid in the ability to 

function, when things do not 

go as planned or the schedule 

changes.  

Improved Evaluations from Therapro 

changes in the scoring struc-

ture. As in the earlier tests, 7 

visual perceptual categories 

are evaluated: Visual Dis-

crimination, Visual Memory, 

Spatial Relationships, Form 

Constancy, Sequential Mem-

ory, Figure-Ground and Vis-

ual Closure.  

The Test of Handwriting 

Skills-Revised (THS-R) by 

Michael Milone, PhD has just 

been published. It is a revi-

sion of the original assess-

ment by Dr. Morrison Gard-

ner and uses a new nationally 

stratified sample to renorm 

the test. Professionals who 

are familiar with the original 

version will have no difficulty 

using the revision. The stan-

dardization now is for ages 6 

years 0 months through 18 

years. The new assessment 

includes a video that teaches 

the entire scoring process. 

Both manuscript and cursive 

writing are evaluated. 

Last year, the Test of Visual 

Perceptual Skills (TVPS-R) 

was revised and is now called 

the TVPS-3, for the 3rd edi-

tion. Now, this one test covers 

all of the ages 4 through 18 

years and replaces two earlier 

tests; the TVPS-R and the 

TVPS-UL-R. The latter two 

tests are no longer available. 

There are now 2 example 

items which can be used to 

teach the task per subtest, if 

necessary and there are 

Dynamic  

Occupational  

Therapy Cognitive 

Assessment for  

Children  
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Wednesday May 2 

DSACT Board Meeting  

7pm  AGE Building, 3710 Cedar St, Austin, 

All members welcome 

Saturday May 5 

INKDots Playdate  

10pm-12pm Radijazz Playnasim - Riverscape, a carpet river 

populated by canoes,  kayaks, turtles, swans, waterfalls, islands 

& a big purple alligator, all made of soft  & sturdy polyurethane 

foam & vinyl Volcano a gigantic pit filled with soft foam cubes 

balls, crawling tunnels, slides & much more for crawling chil-

dren & toddlers. Lincoln Village Shopping Center, 6406 North 

IH 35 Suite 2200, Austin Texas 78752   512-302-JAZZ (5299) 

May 5 -26 (Saturdays)  

SNAP program for KiDSACT  

(Special Needs Aquatic Program) 

12.40pm, YMCA Town Lake (see last newsletter or website for 

more information) contact Gerard Jimenez 512.496.6100 or 

gerard@austin..rr.com 

Wednesday  May 9 

Leander Lazers 2nd Annual End of Season Celebration  

6.15-8pm (Program begins at 6.30) Cedar Park Middle School 

Cafeteria (Please enter th rought the back of the school-by the 

cafeteria courtyard.) Athlete awards, snacks, slide show, DJ and 

dance. Bring your families, friends and teachers ! 

Saturday May 12  

McBeth Fantastic Teen Club  

contact McBeth for more details. 

Monday May 15  

Buddy Walk Meeting  

7pm - DSACT office at the AGE Building. Details on page 5 

Saturday May 19  

Tentative Teen Camping Trip  

McKinne State Park. Amelia Mendoza, see the Who We Are 

page for contact details. 

Saturday May 19  

Williamson County Support Group  

2-4pm at Round Rock Medical Center. Contact Sara Correa 

Saturday May 19 

Austin Down Syndrome Support Group 

Open Door Preschool Central, 1717 West 10th Street, Austin,  

11:30 - 12:00 Lunch , 12:00 - 2:00 Presentation, Childcare pro-

vided, must RSVP to Gerard at 496.6100  -  Dr Ed Hammer; 

Child-Centered Behavior Management Strategies  

Sunday May 20 

KiDSACT Social Group  

1pm to 3pm        Plauche's House – More children's activities in 

the backyard! For more information please check the DSACT 

website or contact Gerard at 496.6100 or gerard@austin. rr.com 

Monday May 21  

Hays County Support Group 

6:30pm-8:30pm at The Methodist Church, San Antonio Street, 

Buda  - Parent Liaison Panel; Special Education in Hays County. 

Light supper and child care available.  

Contact Sarah Carlise for more information. 

June 2 – July 21 (Saturday’s) 

SNAP swim program for INKDots 

11.40am – 12.20pm at YMCA Town Lake Contact : Serita Silves-

tri 512.695.9847 Any Inkdots want to learn to swim this sum-

mer? DSACT has set up a wonderful swim program with the 

YMCA. The classes are FREE to DSACT members and their sib-

lings. The class size is limited, spots will be given on a first come 

first serve basis, so be the first to sign up ! Parent needs to be in 

the water with your child. 

June 7—9 

 TxP2P Conference  

3rd Annual Texas Parent to Parent Conference: Creating a Good 

Life for Your Child - Omni Austin Hotel at South Park, 4140 

Governor’s Row, Austin, Texas 78744 

Phone: (512) 448-2222    Fax: (512) 442-8028   

http://www.omnihotels.com/FindAHotel/AustinSouth 

 Saturday June 2 

INKDots Playdate  

contact Serita Sivestri 512.695.9847 

Wednesday June 6  

DSACT Board Meeting  

7pm  AGE Building, 3710 Cedar St, Austin 

All members welcome 

Saturday June 16  

Austin Speaker Series  

11.30-2pm. Open Door Preschool Central,  Speaker is Rachel 

Collins talking about Sign Language. 

Saturday June 23  

Williamson County Support Group.  

2-4pm at Round Rock Medical Center. Contact is Sara Correa 

Saturday June 23 

INKDots Pool Party 

10 am—12 noon - 11525 Shadowglen Trce.,  Manor, TX 78653 

 R.S.V.P. to Teana Ross by Thursday June 21st in order to sched-

ule another lifeguard if necessary.   

Contact Info: teanafunk@yahoo.com or (512) 323-0808 

Sunday June 24  

KiDSACT  

11am Brushy Creek Park. Contact Gerard Jimenez at 

512.496.6100.  

Dates, Meetings, etc….. 
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President’s Report 
providing access to speakers on topics of 

interest that can help you with you loved 

one with DS. In addition to our Speakers 

Series and the DSACT Education Com-

mittee parent/teacher panels we regu-

larly organize we have revived the Be-

havior Management Workshop for you. 

We have offered stipends to the Inclu-

sion Works Conference and we are now 

offering stipends to the Wrights Law 

Conference coming up on June 7th. 

By the time you read this the Skydive for 

Down Syndrome event will have come 

and gone. I am certain it will be a big 

success. The Buddy Walk Committee has 

had its kick-off event. By all accounts it 

was a successful event. The BW commit-

tee is up and running and ready to make 

this years Buddy Walk the best one yet. 

The 2008 calendar project is still moving 

forward. We continue to receive well 

deserved compliments on our 2007 cal-

endar. 

I would like to thank all of you who have 

volunteered for the organization one way 

or another. I can’t tell just how impor-

tant that is for a 100% volunteer organi-

zation like ours. Everything DSACT is 

able to do for our kids is because of your 

generous donations of time and money. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

And just in case you are thinking that 

maybe you would like to get more in-

volved. Please contact any of our Board 

members to find out how easy it can be 

to make a difference. 

If you do not ordinarily get emails from 

directly from me, please let me know. It 

has been a challenge for us to keep our 

email list current. If you do not have 

email and rely on the newsletter and 

postcards that we mail out please let me 

know that, too. We would like to know 

how everyone is connected to the or-

ganization so that we can do our best to 

give you the opportunity to participate 

in all of the programs. 

Gerard Jimenez 

President 

gerard@austin.rr.com 

496.6100 

It’s almost summer time and there 

are lots of things going on. The 

DSACT Board was finally able to 

have our Board retreat the end of 

March. We were able to focus our 

attention on setting priorities for 

the year. The main two priority ar-

eas are maximizing programming 

for all of our members whether they 

are kids or adults. To that end we 

expanded our programming to in-

clude four new classes for infants/

toddler preschool aged kids. We 

extended the dance and music 

classes for the kids six to twelve and 

for the teens. We are very happy to 

say that DSACT is now offering 

more free classes than ever. Seven 

classes are being offered right now 

and at least seven will be offered 

over the summer. We are currently 

offering or will be offering during 

the summer classes in music, dance, 

swimming, cooking, and sign lan-

guage. We are still exploring other 

opportunities for the future. 

For parents we are committed to 

Congratulations to  

Tyler Worsfold 

On winning gold at this years 

Special Olympics Basketball   

Individual Skills 
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Upcoming Events: 

• May 9—INKDots 
Radijazz Playnasium  
Lincoln Village Shopping Center 
6406 North IH 35 Suite 2200 
Austin Texas 78752 
512-302-JAZZ (5299) 

• June 23—INKDOTS Pool Party 
10am—12 Shadow Glen 
11525 Shadowglen Trce 
Manor, TX 78653 
R.S.V.P. is required by Thurs, 
June 21st in order to schedule 
another Lifeguard if necessary. 
Teana Ross at teana-
funk@yahoo.com or Call (512) 
323-0808 

Who to Contact: 

Gerard Jimenez 

President Elect 

496-6100 

gerard@austin.rr.com 

Lori Barta 

New Parent Contact 

343-0519  

lmtullos@yahoo.com  

Stefanie Martinez 

Fundraising 

512-716-1561  

mikeandstef2000@aol.com  

Danielle Worsfold 

Communication 

512-249.2380 

dj_worsfold@yahoo.co.uk  

Sandie Coco 

Newsletter Editor 

512-751-7751 

cocosk@rocketmail.com 

Get to Know Your Board Members 
Our newest Board member is Jean 

Louis.  You might recognize the name 

– she is the photographer for the 

DSACT Share the Passion calen-

dar.  Jean first became involved with 

DSACT in 2005 when DSACT member 

Anneth Winkler forwarded an email 

about needing photographers for the 

Buddy Walk.  The Buddy Walk led to 

the 2007 calendar, which led to 2008 

calendar (now in production), which 

led to helping with PR temporarily 

until a permanent replacement 

for  Amy Parham was found, which led 

to Jean agreeing to take the position 

and join the DSACT Board in March. 

In addition to working as a profes-

sional photographers on and off over 

the past 25 years, Jean worked at SE-

MATECH, a semiconductor research 

consortium, as the manager of em-

ployee communications and commu-

nity relations for 10 years.  Her re-

sponsibilities included developing 

strategic communications plans, 

speech writing, meeting facilitation, media 

training, event planning, and community 

outreach.   Jean currently owns Jean 

Louis Photography, specializing in por-

traits of children and their families,  and 

co-owns (with her father) D&L Computing 

LLC, a computer consulting business. 

 

Jean and her husband Mark live in Austin 

with their 

three chil-

dren – 

Chris (16), 

Harrison 

(5), and 

Robbie (4). 

keep her young boys together forever (one 

of the developmentally disabled). The boys 

then move ahead to the many life struggles 

they must endure like growing up alone 

without their mom  in a tough city  during 

the 70's!!! Their bond will prevail!!  Please 

spread the word all of your family, friends 

& members of the developmentally dis-

abled community to see this film   This 

project has been a labor of love for the 

writer & director Tony Lover, myself , the 

producers and everyone involved. It has 

been a challenging and long road to get 

this film made and released. 

    Thank you again, 

    Lisa Ganz 

www.mybrotherthemovie.com  

My name is Lisa Ganz , casting director 

from Twins Talent & Liberty Studios. 

With the support of the Special Olym-

pics, I am honored & proud to announce 

the opening of the award winning fea-

ture film "My Brother" starring Vanessa 

Williams (Ugly Betty), Nashawn Kears 

(Desperate Housewives)  and introduc-

ing the 2 newest stars and first time 

actors - Christoper Scott and Donavan 

Jennings  (both of these leading actors 

have down syndrome).  America has 

already fallen in love with them both. 

Their stellar performances and amazing 

acting abilities will make you cheer!!  It 

is a story of love, survival & the un-

breakable bond of two brothers! The 

plight of their mom (Vanessa Williams) 

while she is dying of tuberculosis to 

MUST SEE NEW FILM 

ACTORS With DOWN SYNDROME TRIUMPH 
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Officers 

President - Gerard Jimenez 

512.496.6100 • gerard@austin.rr.com 

Vice President - Lori Barta  

512.343.0519 • lmtullos@yahoo.com 

Secretary - Elaine Erdelt  

512.260.7497 • eerdelt@yahoo.com 

Treasurer - Vacant 

Board Members 

Fundraising - Stefanie Martinez   

512.454.8142 • mikeandstef2000@aol.com 

Outreach - Ameila Mendoza & Elizabeth Bradley  

mellymendoza@yahoo.com •  
eabradley@austin.rr.com 

Social  - Serita Silvestri 

512.695.9847 • serita2252@yahoo.com 

Communication - Danielle Worsfold  

512.249.2380 • dj_worsfold@yahoo.co.uk 

Spanish/Latino - Rebecca Zarate Tobias 

512.447.6974 

At Large Board Member  - Cynthia Ochoa  

512.413.7317 • manor038@hotmail.com 

Committee Chairs 

Education - Deborah Trejo   

512.586.2552 • dtrejo@kempsmith.com 

Inkdots (o-6yrs)  - Sertita Silvestri 

KiDSACT - (6.12) - Gerard Jimenez 

Teen/Young Adult (13 -25) - Vacant 

Adult (25-up) - Carolyn Byers  

512.267.3711• carolynbyers@yahoo.com 

Comite Latino - Rebecca Zarate Tobias 

Hays County Support- Sarah Carlisle 

512.787.1014 • leesarah@grandecom.net 

Williamson County Support: - Sara Correa 

512.259.4607 • correa5@earthlink.net 

New Parent Contact - Lori Barta 

Web Master - Cynthia Ochoa 

Newsletter Editor: - Sandie Coco 

Co- Chair Fund Raising: - Vacant 

Vision Statement 

The Vision of the Down Syndrome Association of Central Texas is a world in 

which all members, including those with Down syndrome, are accepted, valued 

for their uniqueness, respected for their abilities and contributions, and assured 

the opportunity and choice to create their own path to fulfillment and success.  

Mission Statement 

The mission of DSACT is to provide support and resources to individuals with 

Down syndrome, their families, professionals, and the community to achieve our 

vision.  We achieve this by: 

Promoting the development of programs that enrich the lives of individuals with 

Down syndrome;  

Increasing public awareness and understanding about the abilities of individuals 

with Down syndrome;  

Encouraging inclusion of individuals with Down syndrome in our neighborhoods, 

schools, places of worship, recreational activities, and places of employment;  

Providing education, resources and support to parents and educators to ensure 

quality education which will prepare individuals with Down syndrome for further 

education, employment and/or independent living; and   

Creating a forum for the exchange of ideas and experiences. 

Nuestra Visión 

La visión de DSACT (Asociación de Síndrome Down de la Zona Central de 

Texas) es un mundo en el que todos sus miembros, incluso aquellos con el 

Síndrome de Down, son aceptados, valorados por lo que son, respetados por sus 

habilidades y contribuciones, y cuya oportunidad de crear su propio camino al 

éxito y realización personal es asegurado.   

Nuestra Misión 

La misión de DSACT es proveer soporte y recursos a individuos con síndrome de 

Down, sus familias, profesionales, y la comunidad a obtener nuestra visión.  

Nosotros podemos cumplir ésto de la siguiente forma: 

Promoviendo el desarrollo de programas que enriquezcan las vidas de los 

individuos con síndrome de Down. 

Incrementando el conocimiento y el entendimiento público acerca de las 

familias y los individuos con síndrome de Down. 

Estimulando la inclución de individuos con síndrome de Down en nuestros 

vecindarios, escuelas, iglesias, actividades recreacionales, y lugares de empleo. 

Proveyendo educación, recursos y soporte a los padres y educadores para 

asegurar la calidad de educación que prepare a individuos con síndrome de 

Down para una mejor educación, empleo, y/o vida independiente. 

Crear un foro para el intercambio de ideas y experiencias. 

The content of this newsletter is provided as a public service for informational purposes. DSACT does 
not promote any particular therapy, treatment, institution or professional system, etc. The opinions, 

beliefs, and viewpoints expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the DSACT, 
its directors, members or the editors of this newsletter. 
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that if you are disabled then 

it’s a great shame and you 

can’t play and part in life. I 

would like to educate people 

because that just isn’t true. It 

is never about what Elizabeth 

can’t do, it is about what she 

can do.” 

Eva Longoria has paid tribute 

to her beloved sister Eliza-

beth, who was born with 

Down syndrome. The star 

insists her 37 year old sibling 

has always inspired her and is 

keen to educate people’s per-

ceptions of the disabled. She 

says, “I’ve met so many amaz-

ing people but no one comes 

close to my own sister. She is 

and always has been the 

brightest light of my family’s 

life.” 

She added, “As children we 

always knew that someone 

else came first because she 

had special needs, and we 

were taught from when we 

were babies to respect and 

understand that. People think 

The March 2nd edition of Life 

Magazine, displayed at left, 

features 2 band members on 

the cover. 

The article contains pictures 

of high school band members 

with short paragraphs about 

each student. On page 9 there 

is a picture of Jordan Bahr, a 

freshman at Eddyville-

Blakesbur g High School. She 

plays the cymbals and she has 

Down Syndrome. The article 

describes how she loves to 

watch her older siblings par-

ticipate in the band.  And how 

now she also plays in the 

band. 

 

Down Syndrome in the News 

Down in the Heart of Texas 

Page 9 features Freshman Jordan 

Bahr from Eddyville-Blakesburg 

HS 

We’re on the Web! 

www.dsact.com 
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