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Abstract: This workshop will focus on maximizing language skills during the elementary and middle 

school years. Topics will include working with multiple intelligences and learning strengths, receptive 

language, expressive language, and classroom language skills. Dr. Kumin will present a model for 

understanding and addressing language skills needed for success in school, describe how to write 

effective IEPs for speech and language services, and discuss home-school communication and home 

practice programs. She will also address adapting and modifying the language of the classroom 

curriculum and using technology to enhance language learning at school and at home. 

Objectives:  

1. Participants will learn about the role of language in elementary and middle school settings  

2. Participants will be able to understand and use a model for academic language skills  

3. Participants will be able to develop and write more effective speech and language IEPs and 

transition plans  

Outline:  

I. Communication characteristics and school success 

II. Multiple Intelligences 

III. Language of the Curriculum 

IV. Language of Instruction in the Classroom 

V. Language of the Hidden Curriculum 

VI. Language of Testing 

VII.  Language of Classroom Routines 

VIII. Social Interactive Communication 

IX. Home-school communication 

X. Planning for adulthood through the speech and language IEP 

XI. Pragmatics 

XII. Speech intelligibility 

XIII. Technology skills 
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FOCUS ON LANGUAGE 

 Is a shared code 

 Is an arbitrary code which uses symbols 
to represent real objects and events 

 Has rules that specify how to use the code 

 

LANGUAGE 

 Is used intentionally or purposefully 

 Is learned through social interaction 

 May include gestures, signs, pictures, 
electronic device, and/or speech 

 

SPEECH 

 Is verbal language 

 Is overlaid on other systems in the body 

 Involves muscle programming, 
movement and coordination 

Communication Characteristics 

  
 Receptive-Expressive Gap 
 Language below cognitive 

level 
 Difficulty following verbal 

instructions 
 Difficulty with sequential 

processing 
 

 Difficulty with transitions from one 
activity to another 

 Difficulty with changes in schedule 

 Difficulty with generalization 

 Work well with routines 

 

 



PREDICTABLE PHRASES 
 

 Books with repeating lines 

 Can be used with AAC 

 Can be practiced 

 Allows the child to participate in the 
conversation 

Early Sentences 

 Carrier phrases 

 Fill-in sentences 

 Scripts 

 Practice 

 Communication ADL 

Communication Skill 
Learning in Preparation for 
First Grade 

 Comprehension 

 Following directions  

 Concept development 

 Semantics  

 Morphosyntax 

 Speech intelligibility 

 Pragmatics Skills 

 Oral motor skills 

 Articulation 

 Expressive language skills 

 Increasing MLU 

 Attending and regulation/sensory 
integration 

 Pre-literacy & literacy skills  

 

COLLABORATION 

 Home-School Communication Plans 

 Home Practice Program 

 



A Model for School-Based 
Language Skills 

 Language of the Curriculum 

 Language of Instruction  

 Language of the Hidden Curriculum 

 Language of Testing 

 Language of Classroom Routines  

 Social Interactive Communication 
 

Language of the Curriculum 

 Content 

 Unfamiliar vocabulary 

 Experiential learning to support the 
concepts 

 Cues and scaffolds 

 Visual organizers 

 Internet multisensory information 

 

 



•Cats have ears 

•Cats have a tail 

•Cats say meow 
•Cats have a long tongue 

•Cats eat cat food 

•Cats have whiskers 

 

•Dogs have ears 

•Dogs have a tail 

•Dogs bark 
•Dogs have a longue tongue 

•Dogs eat dog food 

•Dogs bark when they see a stranger 

 

AUDITORY AND VISUAL CUES 
 

 Mnemonics 
 Acronyms 
 Rhythm, Rhymes, and Songs 
 Chunking 
 Rehearsal 
 Cues and Prompts 
 Scaffolds 
 Visual organizers/maps 

AUDITORY AND VISUAL CUES 

 Initial Phonemic Cues 
 Initial Sound Placement 

Cue 
 Rhyming Word Cue 
 Associated Word Cue 
 Sequential Word Cue 
 Visual Cue 

 Gestures and 
Pantomime 

 Pacing Boards 

 Manipulatives 

 Visual organizers 

Language of Instruction 

 Teach instruction words: underline, 
circle, match, choose, rhyming, more, 
less, same, different, equation, 
equivalence 

 

 Use visual organizers to assist the child 
in following the instructions 



USING VISUAL ORGANIZERS 

USING VISUAL ORGANIZERS 



CLASSROOM ADAPTATIONS 

ADAPTATIONS TO SPOKEN 
INSTRUCTION 

Keep verbal instructions short. 

Present the information in several different 
chunks rather than one long instruction. 

Provide many visual cues. 

Provide demonstrations and sample items. 

Present the instructions slowly. 

 

 

 Introduce a small number of new concepts at a 
time. 

 Give student an overview of the information 
before beginning the lesson. 

 Give student study questions before they read 
the material. 

 Highlight important points to be learned. 
 Talk with the child individually at short 

intervals to check whether he is understanding 
the material and understanding the 
instructions. 

 

Language of the Hidden 
Curriculum 

 SLP is a language resource person 

 Analyzes how your child can be 
successful in a specific classroom with a 
specific teacher 

 Provides cues for assignments and 
classwork 

Language of Testing 

 Decontextualized language 

 Preparation on language of curriculum 
and language of instruction 

 Testing in native language (AAC) 

 Modifications and accommodations in 
the IEP can also be used for testing 



Language of Classroom 
Routines 

Communication and Behavior 

 Does the child have difficulty 
transitioning from one activity to 
another? 

 All behavior communicates. What is the 
child’s behavior communicating? 

 

 

 

Communication & Behavior 

 Does language difficulty impact on the child's 

behavior? 

 Results of a functional behavior analysis 

(FBA)  

 Is there a positive behavior support and 

intervention plan in effect? (PBIP) 

 Visual Schedules 

 

Language of Classroom 
Routines 

 Getting ready to learn 

 In-class behaviors 

 Transitioning (difficult in middle school) 

 Out of class routines 

 At-home assignments & learning 

 Visual schedules can help 

 

Social Interactive Language 

 How does the child interact with peers?  
 What communication system is used?  
 What maximizes communication?  
 What interferes with communication?  
 Does the child use social greetings, 

start conversations? 
 How does the child make requests?  



Social Interactive Language 

 Does the child take turns in 
conversations? Stay on topic?  

 Where and with whom does the child 
communicate best?  

 Does the child use eye contact, 
appropriate gestures and facial 
expressions and maintain appropriate 
distance between people?  

 

IEPs for School Language 

 Use the model 

 Goals must be measurable 

 Develop specific goals in multiple areas 

 Include modifications and 
accommodations 

 Include home-school communication 
program 

 

 

Middle School 

 Transition Plan 

 Include speech intelligibility, social 
language, pragmatics, work vocabulary 

 Include technology and computer skills 
(electronic communication) 

 Preparing for Employment 

 Preparing for Adult Living 

Including Computer skills in the IEP 
and the transition plan   

 The combination of strengths in people with 
Down syndrome often result in their being 
able to use computers well: 

 Visual processing strengths 

 Learn well with repetition and practice 

 Visual memory strengths 

 

Why consider computer skills in 
people with Down syndrome? 

 

 Information technology and computer 
skills have the potential to: 

 assist in learning new skills for jobs 

 assist in career development 

 assist in activities of daily living (ADL) 

 improve communication and social life 

 Career options need to be expanded and 
considered in transition planning 




