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way to the walk again this 

year. This was provided by the 

wonderful people with the 

Williamson County Sheriffs 

Posse and The Buffalo Sol-

diers, who were on horse-

back along Hwy I83 and 

Hwy 29 holding Buddy 

Walk signs. The kids just 

loved seeing the horses. A 

big thank you to the Wil-

liamson County Sheriffs 

Department that had a 

patrol car along the high-

way as well, which pro-

vided safety to all.  

“What an incredible Buddy 

Walk experience!” “You 

touched my child’s life.” “Our 

family will never forget this 

day.” This is a few of the many 

exclamations we heard at the 

Buddy Walk. Families and 

children of all ages enjoyed the 

activities and games gener-

ously provided by Reunion 

Ranch including hayrides, 

swimming, paddle boats, bas-

ketball, pony rides, playscapes, 

sno-cones, and much more 

that made so  many smiles. 

We were honored to have 

Melissa Gale from KVUE 

(See WALK on page 3) 

The 2007 Buddy Walk was 

held on Sunday, October 14th, 

at Reunion Ranch in George-

town and was a tremendous 

success!  My heart fills with so 

much joy to see what we 

accomplished.  The weather 

was incredible and everyone 

was happy to be out in the 

beautiful sunshine at Reun-

ion Ranch. This year we 

broke all previous records 

for attendance and fund-

raising, with more than 

2400 people and more than 

$85,000 raised.  So many 

participants and Teams came 

to show their support for 

Down syndrome awareness 

month and all those with 

Down syndrome in their lives. 

We raised a remarkable 

amount of awareness for the 

Down syndrome community in 

Central Texas. It was breath 

taking to look across the ranch 

and see over 2,400 people 

walking to show their support 

for each and every person with 

Down syndrome.  It was a day 

devoted to them, a day for all 

to shine! 

We far exceeded our fundrais-

ing expectations this year 

thanks to all of the individuals, 

families, friends, sponsors, 

businesses and Buddy Walk 

Teams who donated so gener-

ously. Thank you to all who 

helped us raise more than 

$85,000 with money still com-

ing in! This money will sup-

port the programs and services 

provided by DSACT over the 

next year and assist the NDSS 

in their research, advocacy, 

and education initiatives. 

I hope everyone was able to 

see and enjoy the people on 

horseback that guided your 

8th Annual Buddy Walk! 
More Than 2400 Participants   

& Over $85,000 Raised 

Thank you to everyone 

for rounding up your 

buddies and heading out 

to Reunion Ranch! 

The Best Yet! 

Special points of 

interest: 

• 2007 Holiday party    informa-

tion 

• Nonny Award Winner 

• History of DSACT  

• TAKS-M  information 
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Our 2007 Buddy Walk Sponsors 

Buddy Walk Angels 

Buddy Walk Sponsors 

Brown Distributing Company - Austin  

Buddy Walk Partners 

Please visit the sponsors section of our Buddy Walk page at www.dsact.com for more information 
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News return as our master of ceremo-

nies. A warm thank you goes out to 

Melissa for her continued support for 

DSACT as this was Ms. Gales fourth 

year at our Buddy Walk. 

The entertainment line up was won-

derful this year. Joe McDermott 

entertained our audience with his fa-

mous children’s songs. Monte War-

den returned this year, along with son 

Van, delivering a fantastic perform-

ance, as always, of our awesome Buddy 

Walk song that he wrote! And first 

time at the Buddy Walk was Elvis, by 

Randy Hinson. It was an out-

standing performance and many peo-

ple went up and danced with the King 

of Rock and Roll. Thank you to the 

APD Pipe and Drum Corps with 

their beautiful bagpipe performance; to 

the UT Dance Team, who performed 

a routine to kick off the walk; and  to 

the Leander High School Dance 

Team, the Blue Bells, for cheering and 

supporting those walking the Buddy 

Walk mile. There wasn’t a “dry eye in 

the house” when Robin Dearing gave 

a memorable performance singing the 

National Anthem.  

We held a silent auction again this 

year. We had so many in-kind dona-

tions we were able to make well over 

60 baskets to bid on. The wide array of 

baskets raised over $6,500! Dana 

Smyth, our Silent Auction Coordina-

tor, did a fabulous job of making the 

baskets and securing donations!  

WALK  (Continued from page 1) 

New and exciting this year was the 

APD Air One Helicopter stopping 

everyone when they landed on the soft-

ball field; and APD SWAT Team in 

their armored vehicle. The kids loved 

getting on board and seeing all the neat 

gadgets. Thanks to both Air One and 

APD Swat for sharing your time with 

the kids and Buddy Walk. 

After the 1 mile walk, the participants 

enjoyed a wide array of entertainment 

and festivities. As well as the activities 

provided by Reunion Ranch, we also 

had  moonwalks, a bake sale along with 

kids’ games. Hearts and Hooves 

walked around their special miniature 

horses. Liberty Hill Fire Depart-

ment showed off their fire truck. EMS 

Williamson County shared their 

vehicle with all kids. The mascots pro-

vided silly fun. The HEB Buddy, 

Fang with the Ice Bats and Spike 

with the Round Rock Express really 

made the day special. Radio stations 

The River 102.3 and Recuerdo 

107.7 provided games and prizes. 

The outstanding Media/PR for this 

years Buddy Walk was organized by 

Jean Louis, DSACT Board Member 

and PR Chair. We had $30,000+ of in-

kind advertising donations from radio 

stations The River 102.3 and Re-

cuerdo 107.7. They provided live 

public service announcements  for a 

couple weeks before the walk. Jean 

Louis was featured on a radio interview 

on The River 102.3 and a television 

interview on News 8 Austin. Eliza-

beth Bradley, DSACT Board Member, 

had a television interview on the 

KVUE Morning News and News 8 

Austin. Dana & Chris Smyth were 

also featured on News 8 Austin about 

their daughter Faith. We were also 

featured by Parent:Wise Magazine 

which ran two Buddy Walk advertise-

ments and Austin Family Magazine 

who also ran an ad for the Buddy Walk. 

The Austin American Statesman 

also ran a Buddy Walk advertisements 

in their Community Connections sec-

tion two weekends in a row. Many 

thanks to all our media partners for 

their support and participation. 

RunTex provided us with the large 

start/finish blow up for the Buddy 

Walk and arranged for us to have T-

shirt and Packet Pickups at their River-

side and Gateway locations. The packet 

pickups were a huge success as this 

helped keep down the long lines on the 

day of the walk. They also provided 

coupons for all of our goodie bags. 

(Continued on page 4) 

THANK YOU 
REUNION RANCH 

Our sincere thanks to Jay Pearce 
and staff at Reunion Ranch for 

your continued support! 
We appreciate your generosity 
and kindness of donating your 
facility and time to our Buddy 

Walk for the last 3 years!   
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Thank you RunTex for helping our 

walk be a success! 

The Buddy Walk Committee dedi-

cated more than 6 months to making 

this the best Buddy Walk yet. We could 

not have done it without them. They 

put their heart and soul into this event 

and the many hours and months of 

preparation paid off. They are: 

♦ Stefanie Martinez ,           

Buddy Walk Chair  

♦ Jullee Mapes & Lori Barta,   

Buddy Walk Co-Chairs 

♦ Danielle & John Worsfold 

♦ Cynthia Ochoa 

♦ Andrea McDermott 

♦ Ilene Solomon 

♦ Holly Myers 

♦ Jodi Ross 

♦ Mike &Elizabeth Bradley 

♦ Becky Clowers 

♦ Jean Louis   

♦ Dana & Chris Smyth 

♦ Tom & Susan Prior 

♦ Leah & Justin Hollenbeck 

In addition to these committee mem-

bers, we had over 200 volunteers at the 

walk. Some of the many volunteers 

were the University of Texas Rugby 

Team and the Singles Volunteer 

Association of Austin. Students 

WALK  (Continued from page 3) from these area high schools also gave 

their time: Leander HS, Vista Ridge 

HS, Cedar Park HS, and West-

wood HS. They helped with the setup, 

cleanup, registration, calendar sales, 

and children’s activities. Our volun-

teers did an incredible job and DSACT 

appreciates their time and presence at 

the 2007 Buddy Walk. 

Thank you so very much to everyone, 

the 2007 Buddy Walk was an incredi-

ble success!  My most memorable mo-

ment that gave me goose bumps and 

brought tears of joy to my eyes was 

seeing the incredible line of people 

walking the one mile route, it was 

HUGE line of supporters and all the 

Buddy Walk Team signs and banners 

were so inspiring!!! The Teams this 

year were a great success! WOW over 

79 Teams….that was breathtaking!! It 

was an amazing sight to see how our 

families and the community came to-

gether that day to support all people 

with Down syndrome.  We all made a 

difference on that day. 

All generous donations will benefit 

national education, research and advo-

cacy initiatives, and our local programs 

and services. But more importantly, all 

the participants helped us spread our 

messages of acceptance and inclusion 

of all people with Down syndrome. 

Those messages will last long after the 

Buddy Walk! 

Donations for Buddy Walk 2007 
will be accepted through Decem-

b e r  e i t h e r  o n l i n e  a t 

www.dsact.com or by mail.   

 

We are already in the planning stages 

for the 2008 Buddy Walk. If you are 

interested in being a committee mem-

ber or helping in any way, please con-

tact me at 716-1561 or mikeand-

stef2000@aol.com. As our Buddy 

Walk is growing each year we need 

more help to plan an event of this mag-

nitude. If you can give any of your time 

and talents please let us know. We 

appreciate any help. 

From the bottom of my heart THANK 

YOU!!!! I enjoyed working with every-

one and look forward to next 

year!  Just imagine what we can ac-

complish in 2008.   

 Stefanie Martinez  

DSACT  Fundraising Chair 

THANK YOU 
RUDY’S COUNTRY STORE 

& BBQ    

For donating the incredibly 
yummy BBQ! 

Congratulations to  the DSACT 

Educator Award Winners 

For the 2nd time this year DSACT hon-

ored and recognized 3 area teachers and 

principals that made a difference in the 

lives of our children with Down syn-

drome.  

Jim Karp – Wiley Middle School  

Jan Tredemeyer, Principal of Liberty 

Hill Elementary School 

Kathy Provensano, Davis Elementary 

Thank you Jim, Jan & Kathy for embrac-

ing the opportunity & achieving excep-

tional results. 
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2007 Buddy Walk Sponsors 
We would also like to thank the many sponsors who made this walk possible with 
their support.  Thank you for all of your tremendous generosity! 

BUDDY WALK ANGEL: 

Reunion Ranch  Rudy’s County Store and BBQ The River 102.3  

Recuerdo 107.7 Parent:Wise Austin RunTex 

 

SPONSOR: 

KVUE News Jean Louis Photography 

 

PARTNER:  

Austin Radiological Association Austin Bellavilla Realty LLC Walmart Identity Austin 

Carl Williams Printing & Copying Keystone Concrete Placement WAG A BAG LCRA 

Brown Distributing Company – Austin Austin American Statesman Elvis by Randy Hinson 

Austin Family  American Color Labs Joe McDermott Monte Warden Coldwell Banker 

 

PATRON:  

Northstar Fire Protection A&F Trophy Company American Light PPD Southwest Plumbing 

San N Pac Plant Interscapes JIMMY'Z JAMBOX DJ Service Sams Club Russell Korman 

Adobe Pueblo Lacks Home Furnishings Kathy Womack Gallery Cantillo & Bennett, LLP Ideal Signs 

The Buffalo Soldiers  Hearts and Hooves Williamson Country Sheriffs Posse Jill Hays Photography  

Kemp Smith, LLP Susan Eaton -Always About You Photography LLC Anneliese Pickard - Photography 

 

SUPPORTER: 

SPIKE ROUND ROCK EXPRESS • ALL POINTS COMMUNICATIONS • HALF PRICE BOOKS                         
BARNES & NOBLE • VOLENTE BEACH • DON HEWLETT • FANG - AUSTIN ICE BATS • TOMLINSON'S  
RUBY'S BBQ • CUTESLINGS • DOGGY DAY OUT • STAR RANCH GOLF CLUB • WILD BASIN • MAIN EVENT  
CHUY'S •   PARAMOUNT THEATRE  1379  • AMY'S ICE CREAM • AUSTIN CANINE CENTRAL                       
AUSTIN CHILDREN'S MUSEUM • AUSTIN ECOSCHOOL • AUSTIN FOAM PLASTICS • AVON                       
BABY ACAPULCO MEXICAN RESTAURANT • BAND OF ANGELS • BARK 'N BUBBLES  • BEN & JERRY'S   
BOB BULLOCK TEXAS STATE HISTORY MUSEUM  • BRANDI AVANT LMT  • CAPITAL AREA SPEECH    
CAPITAL OF TEXAS ZOO • CARINO'S ITALIAN GRILL • CEDAR PARK EYE CARE • CHAPPARRAL ICE         
CUPIDZ CLOSET • DALLAS STARS • DECORATIVE ACCENTS • DISCOVERY TOYS                         
ETIQUETTE SCHOOL OF AUSTIN • FUDRUCKER'S • GYMBOREE • HANGTOWN GRILL • HYATT                  
ICEE • JARDIN CORONA • JUICY COUTURE • KENDRA SCOTT  •  KICK PLEAT •  KIKI NASS                         
MAMA FU'S ASIAN HOUSE •  MARRIOTT LAFRONTERA •  MASSAGES BY SABRINA  • NUEVO LE'ON   
OMNI  • OO LA LA  • PLAY GOLF AUSTIN/FOREST CREEK •  RADIJAZZ PLAYNASIUM                         
RANCH HOUSE BED & BREAKFAST •  RANDY WHITE • ROOM SERVICE VINTAGE •  SAGE SALON              
SALON KERI'ZMA •  SALON UFFIZI  • TEACHER HEAVEN  • TERAVISTA GOLF CLUB                         
THE JOHN MAVERICK MAGIC SHOW •  THE STUDIO KITCHEN •   ZACHARY SCOTT THEATRE              
TROY AIKMAN FOUNDATION  TUTTI BELLA DESIGNS •  YOGA YOGA • DIGITEX  
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Photos of the Buddy Walk 
Buddy Walk pictures are now available for viewing and purchase via these links below. 
You will be able to view all photos and purchase them at will. 

We are honored by the professional photographers below that donated 
their time and talent to our organization the day of the Buddy Walk.  

Thank you so very much to all photographers for     
capturing our special day! 

Jean Louis Photography – DSACT Photographer 
Go to www.millersevents.com 
The event code is 46879Kbuddy 
5x7 prints are $10, 8x10 prints are $15.00. You can view them as a slide show to see all 
of the teams who had their photo taken. Questions call Jean Louis at:  301-2431 
 
Jill Hays Photography 
http://jillhays.instaproofs.com/collection.php?event=31926 
512-297-3011      www.jillhays.com 
 
Susan Eaton Anneliese Pickard 
Always About You Photography LLC http://www.pbase.com/macybean/buddywalk 
http://alwaysaboutuphotography.com 

Any questions concerning Buddy Walk pictures should be directed to the above photographers 

Can you believe the holiday's are almost here?   

Before your holiday calendars start filling up mark your Calendar for : Decem-

ber 9th, 2007 2pm-6pm for the DSACT Holiday Party!   

The party will be held at Texas Old Town in Kyle Tx, just minutes away from 

Down Town Austin.   The fun filled day will include a Turkey Dinner with all the 

fixin's and dessert from Boston Market, YUM!   

Special appearances from the Down Home Ranch Singers & Santa Clause, that is 

if all the boys and girls are good until then.  There will also be a Holiday Craft for 

the everyone to participate in. A party would not be a party with out dancing to 

music provided by our talented DJ Jimmy Saucedo!   

 Mark those calendars get your family and friends together and come celebrate 

with all of us with the Down syndrome Association of Central Texas!    

Don't Forget to RSVP: Serita Silvestri -512-695-9847 serita2252@yahoo.com      

Reminder: Notice is hereby given that the Down Syndrome Association of Central 

Texas will hold its Annual Meeting with  elections for the following positions for 

the 2008-2009 term:    

President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary  

Directors / Committee Chairs: Fundraising, Outreach, Education,        

Communication, Social, Public Relations, Programming, Volunteers,      

At-Large      

SAVE THE DATE - 2007 Holiday Party 
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Volunteer Spotlight 
ONE DAY EVENTS -  

Each year we have our big Buddy Walk 

1K in October for Down syndrome 

awareness month. This year's Buddy 

Walk was on October 14th at Reunion 

Ranch in Georgetown, TX. We utilize 

over 200 volunteers on the day of the 

event to help with registration, kids' 

games, silent auction and more. Volun-

teers are always needed for the events, 

and we welcome help on our planning 

committee. Make the choice today to 

help us in 2008. Contact Stefanie Marti-

nez at smartinez@dsact.com or 

mikeandstef2000@aol.com to volun-

teer. 

We are planning our 2007 Holiday 

Party, which will be in December. To 

volunteer, contact Serita Silvestri at 

serita2252@yahoo.com.  

SPECIAL PROJECTS  

We have four ongoing special projects. 

1. "Diagnosis Down Syndrome"  

We prepare packets and deliver them to 

local OB offices and hospitals. We need 

help in editing documents, making cop-

ies, stuffing packets, and making deliv-

eries. Contact Lori Tullos Barta at ltul-

los@dsact.com or lmtullos@yahoo.com 

or Elizabeth Bradley at eabrad-

ley@mmm.com to volunteer. 

2. Education Packet for Educators 

We are preparing materials for educa-

tors to use in order to more fully include 

individuals with Down syndrome in the 

general education classroom. We need 

assistance with making copies and CDs 

of the final packet. Contact Lori Tullos 

Barta at ltullos@dsact.com or lmtul-

los@yahoo.com to volunteer. 

3. Changing Lives Program  

We are implementing the NDSS Chang-

ing Lives Program to educate health 

care professionals. To become involved 

contact  L or i  Tul los  B arta  a t  

l t u l l o s @ d s a c t . c o m  o r  

lmtullos@yahoo.com. 

4 .  2 0 0 8  A w a r e n e s s  

Campaign for Churches 

We are hoping to prepare Awareness 

Packets for Churches, including a cur-

riculum for Sunday schools, talking 

points for sermons, and tips on creating 

an inclusive congregation. We could use 

assistance with putting together a data-

base of congregations, and researching, 

creating and editing the items men-

tioned above. In addition, we may plan 

an event on 3/21 (World Down Syn-

drome Day) and could use assistance 

with planning and arranging for child 

care for attendees. Contact Lori Tullos 

Barta at ltullos@dsact.com or lmtul-

los@yahoo.com to become involved.  

ONGOING ACTIVITIES 

1. Speaker Series 

We plan monthly speakers who educate 

parents on relevant topics. We could 

use assistance with contacting our data-

base of past speakers to line up 2008 

presentations, as well as locating new 

speakers. Contact Lori Tullos Barta at 

l t u l l o s @ d s a c t . c o m  o r  l m t u l -

los@yahoo.com. 

2. Programming 

We plan activities for all age groups -

social events and enriching programs 

like sign language, dance, music, swim-

ming and cooking. We could use help 

with our planning and occasionally 

helping to supervise the children at 

monthly socials.  

Did you know the IRS places a value on 

volunteer hours? 

In the month of July alone, our volun-

teers donated over 600 hours  -  a value 

to DSACT (a 100% volunteer organiza-

tion)  worth over $11,000! 

This month we’d like to profile two 

young volunteers from the University of 

Texas School of Law who have dedi-

cated their summer to making a big 

difference for children in the Central 

Texas area. 

Michael Reeder 

Michael is in his 2nd year at UT Law 

this fall. Michael graduated from UT 

with a B.S. in Electrical Engineering in 

2005. After graduation he worked in St. 

Thomas as a dive instructor for a year 

before attending law school. He is cur-

rently the summer staff editor for the 

Texas Intellectual Property Law Journal 

and a member of the Intellectual Prop-

erty Law Society. Michael’s projects for 

DSACT included research on copyright 

issues, open records requests, extended 

school year, and revision of DSACT 

bylaws and policies. 

Yvonne Salinas 

Yvonne is also in her second year at UT 

Law School this fall where she is the 

recipient of the David Proctor Scholar-

ship Endowment. She is working con-

currently to receive a Masters Degree in 

Secondary Education from Texas A&M 

University-Corpus Christi. Yvonne 

graduated magna cum laude from Texas 

A&M University in 2004 with a B.A. in 

political science.  

Yvonne worked on the Education Man-

ual, researching and writing chapters on 

reading, mathematics and communica-

tion. The manual is a joint project with 

AISD and will be available beginning in 

October 2007.  

There are many ways you can get in-

volved:  

Some people want it to happen, 

some wish it to happen, others make 

it happen.  

 

Teamwork allows common people to 

attain uncommon results.  
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portunities that promote a lifetime 

love of learning. Activities are tailored 

to meet each child’s unique needs and 

stages of development. 

Educational research has shown that 

when children with special needs and 

typically developing children learn 

together, everyone benefits. Children 

with special needs are assessed using 

the Hawaii Early Learning Profile® 

(HELP) and progress is monitored on 

an on-going basis. Emerson Academy 

works with outside agencies, such as 

Early Childhood Intervention (ECI) to 

provide continuity of care. 

Mission Statement: 

The mission of Emerson Academy 

Child Development Center is to create 

an inclusive learning community 

where ALL children have access to 

innovative, developmentally appropri-

ate, research-based teaching practices 

and educational opportunities that 

support each child’s unique stages of 

development. 

Contact Us 

www.emerson-academy.com 

(512) 252-0400 

(512) 252-0401 

Sarah Johnson,  

Program Director 

Email: Sjohnson@emerson-

academy.com 

Stacey Bell, Business Director 

Email: Sbell@emerson-academy.com 

Mother’s Day Out 

Programs offered 5 days per week in 

mornings from 8:00am to 12:00pm. 

Ages 2-5 years available. 

Afterschool Program 

Programs offered during school year 

for children ages 5 years to 12 years. 

Our program is designed for children 

with special needs and siblings. 

What makes Emerson Academy 

unique? 

• We are locally-owned and oper-
ated 

• Low child-staff ratios  

• Highly qualified staff members 

• Fully inclusive program for chil-
dren with and without disabilities 

• ADA accessible classrooms and 
playground  

• Developmentally appropriate, 
individualized instruction 

• Comprehensive program that 
promotes the social, emotional, 
intellectual, and physical develop-
ment of ALL children 

Inclusive Child Development 

Emerson Academy is an inclusive 

child development center, serving 

children 6 weeks to five years. Our 

child-centered program emphasizes 

hands-on, literacy based learning op-

Emerson Academy School 

Daniel truly was a wonder for his fam-

ily and everyone that knew him.  We 

were saddened by his untimely death. 

We appreciate your support and con-

cern for the greater Down syndrome 

community.  Your donation in Daniel's 

honor will be used to continue the 

DSACT mission of providing support 

and resources to individuals with 

Down syndrome, their families, profes-

sionals, and the community. 

$845.00 donations received 

Joetta Smith & Gregg A. Freeby 

In memory of Daniel Bradberry son of 

Timothy and Lily Bradberry 

Former president Federico Collazo, 

called Mrs. Bradberry and spent some 

time on the phone. Her son loved mu-

sic. She told Federico that he would sit 

under the piano while his brother was 

playing. He loved music. 

On behalf of the family of Daniel Brad-

berry and the Down Syndrome Asso-

ciation of Central Texas, I thank you 

for your generous donation honoring 

Daniel's memory. 

In Memory of Daniel Bradberry 
Mary Lou Ralls & Terry Newman 

William & Andrea Cox 

Janet K. Peirce 

Derrah & Pamela Jackson 

Michael & Irma Braddock 

Joyce & Raymond Sierleja 

David & Renee Orr 

John & Marian Breen 

Mr. & Mrs. Veteikis 

Tim & Lily Bradberry 

Vicki & Jander A. Lee 
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Lights, Camera, Action. The red carpet 

was rolled out! The television crews 

were ready as the limousines dropped 

off the calendar models at Kathy 

Womack Gallery, Saturday, September 

8th for the grand celebration of the 

second DSACT Calendar, Share the 

Passion 2008.  

Each calendar model walked the red 

carpet as they made their way into the 

Kathy Womack Gallery to sign auto-

graphs. We all previewed the beautiful 

photographs taken by Austin Photog-

rapher Jean Louis. The evening was 

remarkable with more than 250 people 

attending and viewing the photographs 

on display at the gallery. The Biscuit 

Brothers gave us a special entertain-

ment treat. Wrapping up the evening 

was Austin Carriage Rides as they took 

the calendar models and families on 

Horse Carriage around downtown. 

The photographs in Share the Passion 

calendar were unveiled that evening in 

an exhibition at the Gallery. The Share 

the Passion project aims to break down 

the common myths about Down syn-

drome and illustrates that these indi-

viduals have the ability and desire to 

engage in life-enriching activities, a 

passion they share with others. 

The Share the Passion calendar project 

of the Down Syndrome Association of 

Central Texas brought together 12 local 

celebrities sharing their passions with 

children, teens and adults with Down 

syndrome. 

Celebrities & DSACT Models featured 

in Share the Passion 2008 calendar 

include: 

Ray Benson, Asleep of the Wheel pic-

tured with Thomas 

Rick Barnes, University of Texas Head 

Coach pictured with Joseph 

Augie Garrido, University of Texas 

DSACT Board Member and Fundrais-

ing Chair. 

The Down Syndrome Association of 

Central Texas recognizes the great 

talents of Jean Louis, with Jean Louis 

Photography. She was able to capture 

the beauty of our children in this truly 

inspirational calendar. Without her 

ability to create magic and her selfless 

work ethic, this project would not have 

been possible. Thank you Jean for giv-

ing so much of your time and heart to 

this project. 

 

DSACT thanks Susanne Gross with 

Smart Art Design for designing the 

calendar. Thank you Susanne for do-

nating your time and superior creative 

services to create a beautiful calendar 

design. Check smartartdesign.com for 

more about Susanne. 

 

Thank you to Horizon Printing Com-

pany and Carl Williams Printing for 

printing our calendars and donating a 

portion of the printing costs.  

Thank you to Kathy Womack for do-

nating her gallery to DSACT so this 

event can take place. Thank you to 

Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse for donat-

ing the wonderful food for all to enjoy.  

Thank you to all others that made 

Share the Passion a success:   

Mary Catherine Gardner – Apple-

Gardner Design, ParentWise Austin, 

Randall’s, Flowers Flowers, Robert & 

Pamela Emmons, Starlyn Aurit Pho-

tography, Cookie Stories, Theresa K. 

Beir, Austin Carriage Services, Crown 

Limousine Service, Bradley & Kimberly 

Schlosser, Family Dental Care-Dr. 

David A. Baker, Padgitts and Marquee 

Tents. 

Stefanie Martinez & Teana Ross 

DSACT Calendar Committee 

Share the Passion Calendar Gallery Gala 
Head Baseball Coach pictured with 

Nicholas 

Marcia Ball, Singer/pianist pictured 

with Sofia 

Governor Rick Perry, State of Texas,  

pictured with Stone & Patrick 

Ron Oliveira, KEYE-TV, CBS 42, An-

chor/Reporter, pictured with Brenna 

The Biscuit Brothers, KLRU Children’s 

artists, pictured with Madison, Noah & 

Dylan 

Kristin Armstrong, Author, pictured 

with Faith 

Kathy Womack, Artist, pictured with 

Sabine 

Gilbert Tuhabonye, National Cham-

pion Runner, pictured with Alex 

Kathey Sutton and Penny McConnell, 

co-authors of Cookie Stories, pictured 

with Carley & Dylan 

Desiree Fricker, Professional Triath-

lete, pictured with Berkeley & Presley 

The money raised at the calendar un-

veiling and through calendar sales will 

be used to expand existing programs as 

well as initiate new programs for 

DSACT members. “This is an unique 

opportunity to showcase the talents 

and abilities of individuals with Down 

Syndrome. We hope to raise awareness 

through this event and further our goal 

of full inclusion for individuals with 

Down syndrome in the community and 

our schools,” stated Stefanie Martinez, 

DSACT Models & Local Celebrities 

walked the red carpet and 

“shared the passion” 

for Down Syndrome Support 
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Share the Passion Gala 

Event 2007 
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Share The Passion 2008 

DSACT Calendars are HERE! 

 

PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW! 

 

ABOVE: Thomas, pictured with Ray Benson, Asleep at the Wheel 

The Share the Passion calendar project of the Down Syndrome Association of Central Texas brings together 
local celebrities to share their passions with children, teens and young adults with Down syndrome. Taken by 
photographer Jean Louis, the calendar breaks down the common myths about Down syndrome and illustrates 
that individuals with Down syndrome have the ability and desire to engage in life-enriching activities...a pas-
sion they share with others. Central Texas celebrities that participated in our calendar include; Governor Rick 
Perry, Ray Benson, Rick Barnes, Augie Garrido, Marcia Ball, Ron Oliveira, The Biscuit Brothers, Kristin Arm-
strong, Kathy Womack, Gilbert Tuhabonye, Kathey Sutton and Penny McConnell and Desiree Ficker. 
 
Buy your 2008 Share the Passion Calendar Today and help educate the public about the talents and abilities of all individuals 
with Down syndrome. 

Sharing the Passion is a PERFECT gift for everyone on your gift list! We’ll mail the calendars directly to your friends and fam-
ily just in time for the holidays! Order by mail using the form below or online at www.dsact.com 

 

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:_____________________ State:_____________________Zip:______________________ 

 

Daytime Phone:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email:________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________ # of 2008 Calendars @ $12 Each 

$_______ Postage: 1-2 Calendars $2.00/3-5 Calendars $5.00 

$_______ Total Cost 

 

Please circle method of Payment Enclosed: 

Check payable to DSACT / Money Order 

Please send your check or money order made payable to DSACT along with this form to:  Down Syndrome Asso-
ciation of Central Texas, 3710 Cedar Street, Box 3, Austin, Texas  78705 
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We want to share the pictures from the engagement Craig 

Blackburn (Luling, LA) and Heather Hancock (OK City, OK) on 

8/3/07 at the National Down Syndrome (DS) Congress Confer-

ence in Kansas City.  Craig and Heather met at another DS con-

ference on 7/19/02 and their friendship has grown over the 

past five years to one of love.  A wedding date has not been set 

but will, most likely, occur in two to three years.   There are 

challenges to face and work through and, as their friends, we 

ask for your prayers in their ability to meet their goals. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Craig Blackburn  

and his new fiancé Heather Hancock 

Eventos de un solo Dia - 

Cada año, nosotros tenemos nuestra 

Caminata 1K en octubre por el mes del 

conocimiento del síndrome de 

Down.Este año la Caminata ( Buddy 

Walk ) es el 14 de octubre en Hacienda 

de Reunión en Georgetown, TX de 12-4. 

Utilizamos a más de 200 voluntarios en 

el día del acontecimiento para ayudar 

con matrícula, los juegos de los  niños, la 

subasta silenciosa y más. Podríamos 

utilizar voluntarios para los eventos, y 

tambien siempre damos la bienvenida a 

ayuda en nuestro comité de planificación 

(nos reunimos  dos veces por mes en 

dias entre semana  en la noche  en nues-

tra oficina cerca de 38 & Guadalupe). 

Contacte a Stefanie Martinez en smarti-

nez@dsact.com o mikeand-

stef2000@aol.com para ser voluntario. 

Estamos paneando  fiesta de Navidad del 

2007,que se realizara en Diciembre. Para 

ser voluntario, contactar a Serita Silves-

tri en serita2252@yahoo.com. 

PROYECTOS ESPECIALES 

Tenemos cuatro proyectos especiales.  

1. Diagnostico de El Síndrome de Down . 
Nosotros preparamos paquetes y los 

entregamos a oficinas locales de OB y 

hospitales. Podríamos utilizar ayuda en 

redactor documentos, haciendo copias, 

junta una base de datos de congrega-

ciones, e investigar, crear y redactar los 

artículos mencionados arriba. Además, 

podemos planear un evento el 3/21 

(Día del Síndrome de Down del 

Mundo) y podríamos utilizar ayuda 

con la planificación y arreglos para la 

guardería de los asistentes. Contacte 

Lori Tullos Barta en ltullos@dsact.com 

o lmtullos@yahoo.com para ayudar. 

ACTIVIDADES PROGRESIVAS 

1. La Serie del orador  
Nosotros planeamos a oradores men-

suales que educan a padres en temas 

pertinentes. Podríamos utilizar ayuda 

en contactar nuestra base de datos de 

oradores pasados para hacer un pro-

grama de precentaciones en el 2008, 

así como localizando nuevos oradores. 

Contacte Lori Tullos Barta en ltul-

los@dsact.com o lmtullos@yahoo.com.  

2. Programar  

Nosotros planeamos actividades para 

todas las  edades ---- eventos sociales y 

programas enriquecidores como len-

guaje por señas, baile,  música, na-

tacion y  cocina. Podríamos utilizar 

ayuda con nuestra planificación y ayu-

dando ocasionalmente a supervisar a 

los niños mensualmente. 

armando paquetes, y hacer las entregas. 

Contacte Lori Tullos Barta en ltul-

los@dsact.com o lmtullos@yahoo.com o 

Isabel Bradley en eabradley@mmm.com 

para ayudar.  

2. Paquete de laeducación para Educa-

dores 
Nosotros preparamos materias para edu-

cadores para utilizarce en  orden para 

incluir completamente a individuos con 

síndrome de Down en el aula de educa-

ción general . Podríamos necesitar  ayuda 

con hacer copias y CDS del paquete final 

a finales de septiembre. Contacte Lori 

Tullos Barta en ltullos@dsact.com o 

lmtullos@yahoo.com para ofrecerse.  

3. Programa Cambiando Vidas 
Que estamos en el proceso de implemen-

tar  de NDSS Cambiando Vidas para edu-

car a profesionales de asistencia médica. 

Para estar mas enterado contactar a Lori 

Tullos Barta en ltullos@dsact.com o 

lmtullos@yahoo.com.  

4. 2008 Campaña de Concienciación 

para las Iglesias 
Esperamos preparar un paquete de infor-

macion para Iglesias, incuyendo un plan 

para escuelas de el domingo, algunos  

puntos para los sermones, e ideas para 

crear una congregación mas  inclusiva. 

Podríamos utilizar ayuda para poner 

Puede ser Voluntario 
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From the Producer of My Brother 
Brother. But they have more 

in common – Chris and 

Donovan both have Downs 

Syndrome. They are the first 

African Americans with a 

developmental disability ever 

to play lead roles in a feature 

motion picture. And with 

their awards (they have won 

awards and the movie has 

won 26 awards to date in film 

festivals and screenings 

across the country, making it 

the most celebrated film tar-

geting African American audi-

ences since The Color Pur-

ple), and the way that they 

have touched audiences 

around the country, they also 

have proved, together, that 

given the opportunity and 

support, people of all kinds 

can achieve things that are 

beyond what many of us can 

imagine. Never having 

worked before My Brother 

with people with develop-

mental disabilities, I am just 

one person that gained this 

understanding from this 

movie.  

 

Because of their truly stun-

ning performances, we now 

are getting the word out 

about My Brother with differ-

ent organizations all over the 

country, including the Special 

Olympics and the National 

Institute for People With Dis-

abilities. We’ll be doing pre-

mieres for My Brother with 

the Special Olympics on Feb-

ruary 27th in Washington, 

D.C., and thereafter in Hous-

ton, where Christopher lives 

and works as a teacher’s as-

sistant, and New York. We're 

also marketing the movie 

with other partners - e.g., 

Reverend Jesse Jackson has 

called the movie "A must see 

for African Americans."  

 

My Brother comes out in 

theaters March 16th. Organi-

zations around the country, 

whether in health care or 

education, like the NIPD and 

the Rize School, are organiz-

ing group parties for the 

movie and buying groups of 

tickets in blocks to see it in 

the nineteen cities in which it 

is being released (a list of 

theaters is attached). Because 

of the way that the movie 

business works, for the movie 

to get the fullest rollout possi-

ble, its important that people 

go see it on its opening week-

end, and not to wait until 

even the second or third 

weekend.  

 

Please take the time and have 

a look at our website, 

www.mybrotherthemovie.co

m, and our myspace page, 

www.myspace.com/

mybrotherthemovie. Check 

out the trailer and behind the 

scenes documentary for the 

movie. And more impor-

tantly, spread the word and 

join the thousands of people 

that have been amazed and 

touched by Donovan and 

Chris. A list of the theaters 

where we open March 16th is 

attached. 

 

Thanks for your time, 

 

Gregory Segal 

Producer – “My Brother” 

Friends, 

I am writing this letter be-

cause I’ve had the good for-

tune to produce the multiple 

award winning movie, “My 

Brother,” which was con-

ceived, written and directed 

by Academy award-nominee 

Anthony Lover, and stars 

Vanessa Williams (Ugly 

Betty), Nashawn Kearse 

(Desperate Housewives), 

Tatum O’Neal (Dancing With 

The Stars, Rescue Me), Rod-

ney Henry (The Lion King) 

and Fredro Starr (Save the 

Last Dance). The actors I just 

mentioned are names that 

you know for their work in 

other shows. We chose them 

because we thought they were 

great in what they had done 

before in their careers. But 

producing this movie has 

been a life-changing experi-

ence, different from other 

films I've produced, because 

of the participation of two 

newcomers to the movie in-

dustry.  

 

These are the two lead per-

formers in the movie to whom 

I want to introduce to you, 

Chris Scott and Donovan 

Jennings. They each are now 

accomplished performers 

themselves, with Chris win-

ning the Founder’s Award at 

the HBO American Black 

Film Festival (the film won 

Best Picture honors there as 

well) and Donovan winning 

the Youth Spirit Award at the 

International Family Film 

Festival.  

 

Neither Chris nor Donovan 

had ever acted before My 

Golden Child 

Resources 

www.goldenchildre

sources.com 

 

Visual Tools that 

provide instruction 

and structure to 

help students 

become more 

successful in their 

academics 

environment. 
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Down Syndrome news from around 

the world. 04/09/2007 

BY KAORI ARA, THE ASAHI SHIM-

BUN  

Anna Makino was a shy 11-year-old 

when she fell in love with dancing.  

Anna Makino with children with Down syndrome at her 

dance school (Soichiro Yamamoto/ The Asahi Shimbun) 

Almost 25 years later, Makino has 

grown up to be an outgoing dance in-

structor with a singular ambition: to 

produce a star dancer from her enter-

tainment school, which gives dance 

and acting lessons to about 500 people 

with Down syndrome.  

Her goal poses a major challenge, 

given the slow physical development 

experienced by people with Down syn-

drome.  

"The first thing to do is to make them 

like dancing. Once they find dancing 

fun, they will make an effort to get 

better. They will grow up as they try to 

emulate other schoolers who are good 

at it," Makino, 35, said.  

After joining the Okinawa Actor's 

School, set up by her father, Masayuki 

Makino, in Okinawa Prefecture, Ma-

kino quickly became hooked on sing-

ing and dancing.  

In 1992, she made her debut in a pop 

group with Namie Amuro, now a suc-

cessful pop diva. But she soon realized 

that she was no match for Amuro and 

returned to her father's school, hoping 

"to be a top instructor" instead.  

She trained star artists such as the 

four-girl pop group SPEED and a for-

mer pop singer, Rina Chinen, at the 

school.  

After the Okinawan star boom eased in 

2002, however, she started quarreling 

with her father over the direction the 

school was taking. At the age of 30, she 

considered leaving. Fortuitously, a 

group that supports children with 

Down syndrome approached her with 

an offer to prepare the children for a 

dancing event.  

Down syndrome is characterized by 

delayed intellectual and physical devel-

opment due to a chromosomal disor-

der.  

While teaching the children, Makino 

found that "it was me who was sup-

ported by the cheerful and loving chil-

dren." After the last practice for the 

event, the children's parents gave her a 

collection of messages imploring her to 

"please continue teaching."  

Impressed by the words, Makino made 

up her mind. "I'll devote the rest of my 

life to them," she said.  

In October 2002, she left her father's 

school in Okinawa and opened a dance 

school for people with Down syn-

drome. The entertainment school, 

called Love Junx, currently holds les-

sons in Tokyo, Yokohama and Osaka. 

More than 500 people, some as young 

as 2 and others in their 30s, come to 

lessons. The school puts more empha-

sis on free dances than choreographed 

routines.  

For World Down Syndrome Day, on 

March 21, the school held a live per-

formance in Osaka. It held another 

concert in Tokyo on March 25.  

Members of DA PUMP, a popular male 

sing-and-dance group from the Oki-

nawa Actor's School, performed with 

the children.(IHT/Asahi: 4/9/2007) 

How to Join the NDSC 

Founded in 1972, the NDSC is the old-

est national organization for persons 

with Down syndrome, their parents, 

siblings and the professionals who 

work with them. The Congress is 

known for its advocacy, its encourage-

ment of self-advocate empowerment 

and leadership, as well as its many 

services, including Down Syndrome 

News, the Governmental Affairs 

Newsline, hosting the nation’s largest 

DS convention (July 11-13, 2008 in 

Boston, MA) and its toll-free informa-

tion and resource hotline. 

 

Annual dues are just $25, and may be 

paid online at www.ndsccenter. org; 

over the phone at 800/232-6372; or by 

mail at 1370 Center Drive, Suite 102; 

Atlanta, GA 30338.  

 

Please join us as we continue “Making 

a difference, one family at a time”!  

Dance Teacher Takes on New Challenge 
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The History of DSACT 
2000: October 22nd FIRST Buddy Walk here in Austin, 

held at North West Park (7000 Arclath St) with 
35 attendees. Organized by Feliciana Govea. 

 
2001: October  Buddy Walk had 250 attendees. Where? 
 
2001: December 1st Holiday Party held at North West 

Rec. 
 
It seems that DSSGCT had a break about this time, but 
was re-established in sometime in 2002 
 
2002: October 13th Buddy Walk  held at Zilker Park with 

400 attendees. 
 
2003: Name change for Down Syndrome Support Group 

of Central Texas (DSSGCT) to Down Syndrome 
Association of Central Texas (DSACT). 
New logo  created for DSACT. 
Four officer positions were filled and ten commit-

tees were formed with chair positions filled. 
Both Mission and Vision statements were devel-

oped and adopted. 
Bylaws  and  Articles of Incorporation revised for 

DSACT. 
Quarterly newsletter  developed. 
Successful First Annual Picnic and Holiday 

Events were held. 
Successful Buddy Walk at Zilker Park, raising 

approx $8,000 with 600 attendees. 
Website started. 
DSACT phone line  installed. 
DSACT P.O Box address opened. 
New Parent Packet developed for distribution. 
The Fundraising Committee formed a partnership 

with Disc Golf Tournament and brought in 
$1,430 for DSACT. 

Existing Lending Library  updated and ready for 
operation. 

Membership database  developed. 
Family Support Group having monthly picnics. 

 
2004: July - 1st Annual Strategic Planning meeting. 

Development  started on the Share The Passion 
calendar. 

DSACT became affiliated with the NDSS. 
DSACT book group  formed. 
Spanish network formed. 
On going Family Support Groups. 
Parent Pow Wow and Social. 
Buddy Walk at Zilker Park, raising $10,000 (net) 

with 1000 attendees. It included exhibitors and 
Silent Auction. 

First on-line registration available for the Buddy 
Walk. 

(Continued on page 17) 

Danielle Worsfold is putting together a history of DSACT. At present 

the information available is both patchy and sketchy (from conversa-

tions with past organizers and copies of past newsletters). If anyone 

has more information or corrections to the following information 

please contact dj_worsfold@yahoo.co.uk 

Any contact information for past organizers, board members, volun-

teers etc. would also be gratefully accepted. We would like to recog-

nize our past DSACT Board Members and Volunteers.  

 
199?  Down Syndrome Support Group of Central Texas (DSSGCT) 

Formed by Terry Reasonover 
 
1993: Lacks Decorate a Christmas Tree competition, 1st place. 
 
1994: Lacks Decorate a Christmas Tree competition. 1st place win-

ners $200 (the 2nd time DSSGCT had won) 
Skating party 
July Executive session to define officers’ roles, support group, 

events & calendar. 
Sep 15th Annual Business meeting, and election of officers 

and calendar planning for 1995. To discuss the possibility 
of helping with sponsorship for the Yam Bake at Down 
Home Ranch. 

Holiday Party held at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church. 
Publishing a yearly directory for members only. 
DSSGCT Sponsored various events, does anyone have any 

details? 
11 Newsletters were printed, (combined July/Aug issue). 
Members paying $12 dues a year. 

 
1995: January Discovery Zone play date. 

January meeting Elaine Erdelt with Lauren 9yrs, Terry Rea-
sonover with Eric 6yrs, Lisa Hall with Jared 3yrs, Beverly 
Parish with Hannah 17mths where a panel of members 
shared their views and wisdom. 

March Discovery Toy Fund Raiser. 
March Phone-a-thon to encourage membership and describe 

the services on offer. 
March Memorial to the children with DS who are no longer 

with us. 
March Support group membership drive, dues are $10 a year. 
May DSSGCT newsletter is called New Horizons. John Zim-

merman resigns as Editor with the newsletter being sus-
pended until a new editor is found. The address for the 
DSSGCT at this time is C/O The ARC of Austin, 2818 San 
Gabriel Austin. 

First talks of a fund raising calendar. 
May 9th Chris Burke is honored by DSSGCT at a BBQ in his 

honor. (Chris was in Austin for a Texas ECI conference.) 
May 18th Business meeting - Officer elections and change in 

By Laws, and planning the 1996 calendar of events. 
June 3rd Annual Picnic, held at the Down Home Ranch. 
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Holiday Party held at Austin Children’s Museum. 
SNAP – Special Needs swim class started. 
Ballet Austin Creative Movement dance program 

started. 
VSA Accessible arts & music program started. 

 
2006: February drawing for the $10,000 Ruby necklace 

which was donated by Smiles For Miles, raised $2,600 
for DSACT. 
First Inkdots Playgroup  held. 
March first Dash for Downs  held, raising $24,000 for 

DSACT. Samsung Semiconductor donates $5,000 
also. 

March 21st is designated as World Down Syndrome 
Day by the DSI (Down Syndrome International.) 

April 2nd Annual Sponsored Tandem Sky Dive raises 
$7,500 for DSACT. The A.D.A.M (About Dads And 
their Miracles) raised over $2,000 for the jump. 

Williamson County Down Syndrome Support Group 
was taken under DSACT’s wing, along with Hays 
County Down Syndrome Support Group. 

DSACT yahoo group is up and running. 
August DSACT co-sponsors Wrightslaw Conference 

and supplied tickets for our members. 
September The Share The Passion Calendar Exhibitor  

held at the Davis Gallery. 
Share the Passion photos were also on display at City 

Hall. 
October Buddy Walk held at Reunion Ranch raises 

$84,000 with 2025 attendees. 
DSACT partnered with motivational speaker Craig 

Blackburn and SECAC (Special Education Citizens 
Advisory Committee) through AISD. 

DSACT Educator Award Program  developed and 
awards were given at the Buddy Walk. 

October saw two City Councils proclaim October 
Down Syndrome Awareness Month: Georgetown 
Mayor and Round Rock. 

DSACT participated in the Lack’s Decorate a Tree and 
the Copenhagen Furniture Book Fair. 

Comite Latino –  re-established. 
Reid Ryan and Jay Miller from Round Rock Express 

donates over 200 tickets for DSACT members. 
November DSACT participated for the 2nd time in the 

Simon Evening of Giving at Barton Creek Square 
Mall. 

The Brother Hood of Bikers chose DSACT as their 
charity. 

November a Video Montage of DSACT  put together 
from 1994 until now. 

December 4th Holiday Party  held at Texas Old Town. 
SigmaTel gave DSACT a $2000 grant. 

 
This will be read out, and available, at this years Holiday 
Party.. 

Holiday Donation Cards were developed and brought 
in about $500 revenue. 

 DSACT took part in the Lacks Trim a Tree. 
2nd Annual Holiday Party took place at Austin Chil-

dren’s Museum. 
Held first Officer Election meeting at the Holiday 

Party. 
Fully functional website. 
Increased newsletter from 4 to 6. 
A DSACT general brochure  developed. 
DSACT was an exhibitor at the Inclusion Conference 

for the first time. 
Initiated the Speaker Series. 
Transitioned leadership of the Infant/Toddler Group 

and renamed it Inkdots. 
 
2005: Naming of DSACT’s newsletter competition, Down In 

The Heart of Texas won. 
Joined the Randalls Good Neighbor Program (11077) 
April 10th Spring Picnic  held at the Down Home 

Ranch. 
April 30th 1st Annual Sponsored Tandem Sky Dive for 

Down Syndrome raises over $6,000. All My Sons 
Moving & Storage gave the largest donation $650 for 
the Sky Dive. 

May DSACT office at the AGE Building. 
DSACT was an exhibitor at the Inclusion Conference 

here in Austin. 
May DSACT supported Bruce Robison at the Broken 

Spoke and provided tickets for our members. 
May KiDSACT  formed 
May 21st A sample dance class for our members. 
June 1st Mary Ann Finegan President resigned. 
A donation check from First Unitarian Church of Aus-

tin for $1,068 was received. 
August Café Dance Studio held a sample Modern 

Dance class for our members. 
Teen Events were being held. 
September DSACT new web address www.dsact.com 
DSACT Education Committee  re-established. 
September a sample sculpture class  held at Umlauf 

Sculpture Garden’s. 
Buddy Walk  held at a new location Reunion Ranch, 

Teams were formed. Over $34,000  raised with 1400 
attendees. 

DSACT started selling Down Syndrome Awareness 
magnets. 

PC Mailing Services offered DSACT their services sav-
ing a huge amount on postage. 

DSACT had a table at the Special Olympics held in San 
Marcos. 

November DSACT took part for the first time in the 4th 
Annual Simon Evening of Giving held at Barton 
Creek Square Mall, which raised $524.0 for DSACT. 

November 19th Nritya Sangam Indian Dance Troupe 
held a first time fund raiser for DSACT, which raised 
$1,400. 

(HISTORY from page 16) 
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I would like to take this op-

portunity to thank those who 

have “jumped” for DSACT in 

the past. I would also like to 

invite ALL DSACT Members, 

friends and family, out to Sky 

Dive San Marcos on the day 

of the jump, to watch and 

enjoy a fun few hours. Anyone 

wishing to jump please con-

tact me, Danielle Worsfold, 

for more details. I really 

would like to have ten, or 

more, jumpers for 2008, so 

we can try and raise as much 

funds as possible for DSACT. 

(This helps with the general 

administration of DSACT. 

The only other fund raiser we 

have is the Buddy Walk. We 

rely on these two events to 

raise funds for an entire year 

of running DSACT. Remem-

ber DSACT has Free member-

ship and Free programs). 

I have heard from Mike 

Deegan and son Casey, who 

had their first jump after 

hearing about our jump. Read 

Casey’s story on the next 

page. They would not only 

like to come to Austin and 

join us on the day of our 

jump, but want to jump and 

help raise some funds too! 

I also need a moment to 

thank Stefanie Martinez. Late 

one night, as she sat over her 

computer, Stefanie filled in a 

form on my behalf. The nomi-

nation form was for an or-

ganization called Greenlights. 

(They are based here in Aus-

tin. Greenlights for Non 

Profit Success was launched 

in 2001 to be the Central 

Texas hub of nonprofit man-

agement and leadership re-

sources. Visit 

www.greenlights.org for more 

information.) 

Greenlights were holding The 

2007 Greenlights Nonny 

Awards, on September 19th at 

the Salvage Vanguard Thea-

ter. These awards celebrate 

the amazing feats of central 

Texas nonprofit superheroes. 

Out of 90+ nominations, 16 

finalists were notified. You 

had to attend the awards to 

see who would win. The final-

ists were : 

Austin Groups for the Eldery 

Badgerdog Literary Publishing 

Octopus Club of AIDS Services 

of Austin 

Kevin Benz & news staff 

Lou Earle of Austin Fit Maga-

zine 

Peter J. Frumkin from RGK 

Center for Philanthropy & 

Community Service 

Michelle Horsey and Sandy 

Bootz from Austin ISD & Aus-

tin Partners in Education 

Alissa Magrum from Commu-

nities in Schools 

Slyvia Orozco from Mexic-Arte 

Museum 

Cookie Ruiz from Ballet Austin 

Michele Solberg from Heart 

Gigs 

Missy Strittmatter for Ronald 

McDonald House Austin 

Betty Balli Torres for Texas 

Equal Access to Justice Foun-

dation 

Alisa Weldon for Austin Gay & 

Lesbian Int’l Film Festival 

(aGLIFF) 

Emilee Whitehurst for Austin 

Area Interreligious Ministries 

AND 

Danielle Worsfold for Down 

Syndrome Association of Cen-

tral Texas 

Guess what? I won!!  

Yes, on behalf of my fund 

raising efforts with the tan-

dem sky dive, I won. I won a 

bright green N for “it’s a bird, 

it’s a plane” award!!. The 

Board of Directors and some 

of DSACT’s volunteers 

showed up to help enjoy the 

fun filled night.  

We were met by Wonder 

Women and Superman. As a 

finalist I was asked to wear a 

bright red cape.  

Five winners down, one to go. 

The emcee starts with some-

thing like “ this next person 

has literally raised money by 

falling out of the sky”. With 

that the table around me 

erupted with cheers and clap-

ping. I can’t remember what I 

said in my little thank you 

speech. I had not prepared 

anything. Just to be there as a 

nominee was enough for me. 

The lady who had won before 

me, sang a song for her accep-

tance speech. How do you top 

that? 

So to Stefanie Martinez, who 

is always thinking of others, 

you have a such a big heart. I 

am so happy to have you as a 

friend. DSACT is lucky to 

have you on the Board of Di-

rectors.  

Thank you  

Danielle Worsfold 

Casey and his Dad, Mike 

DSACT 4th Annual Sponsored Tandem Sky Dive  

Members mark you 

calendars, save the 

date! On April 16th, 

(rain date of April 

26th) 2008 at Sky 

Dive San Marcos, we 

will once again Jump 

for Down syndrome! 
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Casey’s Story – Printed in the 

uspa.org magazine, August 

2007  

Mike Deegan still remembers 

the exact words from his son 

Casey’s pediatrician 31 years 

ago: “Mike don’t make any 

long-term plans for your son.” 

Casey Deegan was born with 

Down Syndrome and had 

many health issues at birth. 

At one point, they weren’t 

sure if he would live. He obvi-

ously had other plans. 

“Casey has been the joy of my 

life,” his father, Mike, said 

proudly. “He has been in-

volved in almost every sport 

you can imagine with the 

Special Olympics – from 

weight lifting to shot put – 

and never avoids a challenge.” 

For Father’s Day in 2006, 

Mike Deegan’s children gave 

him a gift certificate to go 

skydiving at Skydive Chicago 

in Ottawa, Illinois. When he 

went, he brought Casey with 

him. Mike Deegan was imme-

diately in love with the sport, 

and his son was mesmerized 

watching the jumps. The two 

made the trip many more 

times. Casey Deegan quickly 

got to know all of the instruc-

tors, and in April 2007, 

he told his dad he wanted 

to jump. His dad was a 

little hesitant, but also 

thrilled with the thought 

of his son, who had been 

written off at birth, now 

wanting to skydive. 

Having helped many 

other handicapped peo-

ple make a dream of skydiv-

ing come true, DZO Rook 

Nelson and his entire staff 

were very accommodating 

and happy to work with 

Deegan, who would be doing 

something many “normal” 

people can’t say they’ve done. 

Just to make sure Deegan felt 

really comfortable, tandem 

instructor Scott Ayer sug-

gested he go up in the plane 

and watch people actually 

jump to see what it looked 

like from that viewpoint. 

Deegan sat in the co-pilot seat 

and loved every minute of it. 

He wasn’t shaken at all and 

was more determined than 

ever to jump. 

May 20th, Deegan made his 

debut jump. Ayer was his 

tandem instructor, and Steve 

Verner flew camera. Deegan 

did great, loved the jump and 

cannot wait to skydive again. 

He also has a DVD as proof of 

his courage, and everyone in 

the neighborhood has seen it, 

whether they want to or not.  

Casey has since jumped twice 

more. Dad, Mike has clocked 

up 124 jumps. Mike Deegan 

has also asked if he can copy 

my idea in Illinois, “Jump for 

Down Syndrome” is a great 

and new way to raise funds.” 

First-Time Jumper Overcomes All Odds 

Casey’s First Jump 

Kathy Kirkpatricks story 
published in Parachutist, 
August 2006. 

An adventurous soul looks 

out at the sky and smiles as 

her instructor counts to three. 

They leap form the plane, and 

46 year old Kathy Kirkpatrick, 

with Down Syndrome, is on 

her way to fulfilling a lifelong 

dream. To someone who has 

already overcome a lot, sky-

diving is simply another ad-

venture to check off her list. 

Kathy, and 9 other jumpers, 

raised more than $10,000 in 

pledges for the Down Syn-

drome Association of central 

Texas (DSACT) by doing 

something she had always 

wanted to do- make a skydive. 

An energetic, brave and ac-

complished woman, she in-

spires those around her. 

Kathy brought a large contin-

gent from DSACT to Skydive 

San Marcos in Fentress, Texas 

on April 29th. They wore blue 

t-shirts with the word “Down” 

in “Down Syndrome” crossed 

out and replaced with the 

word “Up”. 

Kathy’s parents, Janet and 

George, said skydiving is 

nothing out of the ordinary 

for their courageous thrill 

seeker. “We’ve always been 

proud of Kathy.” George said 

(Continued on page 20) 

Down Syndrome Tandem Student Inspires Many  



Down in the Heart of Texas Page 20 

Background 

In 2005, in a case called Schaffer v. 

Weast, the U.S. Supreme Court held that 

parents have the burden of proof in 

cases brought under the Individuals 

with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 

This means that if you request a due 

process hearing because you disagree 

with the schools proposed placement of 

your child, you have to prove that the 

placement they propose is inappropri-

ate. Prior to this ruling, the school would 

have to prove that the placement is ap-

propriate. This puts an unreasonable 

burden on parents!  

Parents in New York state have scored a 

huge victory in getting legislation passed 

and signed by the Governor that shifts 

the burden of proof back to school dis-

tricts in most cases.  

Governor Spitzer Signs Legislation 

Shifting Burden of Proof to School Dis-

tricts in Disputes over Special Educa-

tion Programs  

New Law Reinstates Long-Standing 

Approach to Hearing Process 

Governor Eliot Spitzer announced that 

he has signed legislation creating a fair 

and effective process for parents of chil-

dren with disabilities who chose to chal-

lenge school districts’ decisions about 

which educational services are appropri-

ate for their children.  

This new law puts the burden on the 

school district to prove that it is satisfy-

ing its legal obligation to provide an 

appropriate individualized education 

program for a student with a disability. 

At the same time, the law strikes a bal-

ance between a parent’s desires for pri-

vate placements and a school district’s 

obligation to pay for costly out-of-

district services by requiring parents to 

prove that a private placement outside 

of the school district is more appropriate 

for their child.  

“Determining which services are most 

appropriate for our disabled children is 

important to ensuring that every child 

has the opportunity to succeed,” said 

Governor Spitzer. “This bill rightly 

places the burden of proof on school 

districts that have the expertise needed 

to assess options and the responsibilities 

for implementing individualized educa-

tional plans. The bottom line here is that 

we need to have a system that works in 

the best interest of children.”  

Under the federal Individuals with Dis-

abilities Education Act (IDEA), every 

child with a disability is entitled to re-

ceive a “free appropriate public educa-

tion.” To that end, school districts are 

required to develop a plan to meet the 

specific needs of each child with a dis-

ability. The IDEA protects children’s 

rights by giving parents and school dis-

tricts the right to an administrative 

hearing if they cannot agree on which 

services the child needs.  

For more than 30 years, when these 

administrative hearings were brought in 

New York, parents were required to 

prove the appropriateness of the indi-

vidualized education program. A 2005 

U.S. Supreme Court ruling put the bur-

den of proof on the party requesting an 

administrative ruling, most often par-

ents, for all states that did not have a 

specific law or regulation on this issue. 

Because New York did not have a law or 

regulation on this subject, the Supreme 

Court’s decision effectively reversed the 

State’s longstanding rule.  

Special Education Victory for New York Parents 

as he listed several of his 

daughter’s accomplishments. 

She graduated from Lee High 

School in Midland, Texas, at 

the age of 20 and won two 

gold medals and one silver 

medal in swimming at the 

1983 Special Olympics. “She 

was a strong swimmer,” said 

Janet. “She also helped raise 

money for Midland Associa-

tion of Retarded Citizens to 

purchase bicycles,” she said. 

Though Kathy had never rid-

kATHY(Continued from page 19) den in an open biplane be-

fore, a tandem skydive was 

her biggest adventure. She 

wasn’t nervous as she prepare 

for the jump, her friends re-

ported. Kathy gave the 

thumbs-up sing to the video-

grapher several times during 

the plane ride. “She was very 

energetic, “ said Eric Butts, 

who has been in the sport for 

11 years and has 6,500 jumps. 

In freefall, Kathy arched per-

fectly and even shook the 

hand of her videographer, 

Yoshizo Ishihara. “It was awe-

some,” she aid soon after she 

landed as she was hugged by a 

mob of friends.  

Kathy doesn’t plan to jump 

again- other adventures await 

her. “I checked if off my list,” 

she said. Other items on her 

to-do list include whitewater 

rafting, surfing, scuba diving 

and hang gliding. 

Reported by 

 Wilson Goodrich. 
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Received from wright-

slaw.com 

U.S. Supreme Court to Hear 

Oral Argument in New Case 

On Monday, October 1, 2007, 

the U.S. Supreme Court will 

hear oral argument in New 

York City Board of Education 

v. Tom F., on Behalf of Gil-

bert F., a Minor Child.  

The Court will decide whether 

all children with disabilities, 

including those who are en-

rolled in private programs, 

are entitled to a free appro-

priate public education 

(FAPE). The decision will 

have significant implications 

for parents, school districts, 

and children with disabilities 

who receive special education 

services. 

History 

The case came before the 

Supreme Court after the U.S. 

Court of Appeals for the Sec-

ond Circuit vacated and re-

manded the decision by the 

District Court.  

The Second Circuit held that 

the IDEA was not meant to 

deny reimbursement to stu-

dents who have never been 

enrolled in public school. To 

rule otherwise would require 

parents to enroll their chil-

dren in inappropriate public 

school programs before they 

could be eligible for tuition 

reimbursement. 

In New York City Board of 

Education v. Tom F., the Su-

preme Court will determine if 

a child will be forced to "try" 

an inappropriate placement 

before the parents can re-

move the child to an appro-

priate placement and seek 

reimbursement.  

Significance  

If the Supreme Court affirms 

the decision by the Second 

Circuit, parents will have the 

right to obtain reimburse-

ment from the school district, 

even if their child was never 

enrolled in a public school 

special education program. If 

the Supreme Court reverses 

the Second Circuit, parents 

will have two choices: they 

can place their child in an 

appropriate private program 

and forfeit any chance to ob-

tain reimbursement; or, they 

can place their child into an 

inappropriate public school 

program so they can later 

remove the child from that 

program and seek reimburse-

ment. 

For a summary of the NYC v. 

Tom F., question presented, 

significance, and links to the 

briefs filed by the parties, go 

to: http://www.wrightsl 

aw.com/news/ 07/nyc.tomf. 

htm  

Help Spread the News!  

The NDSC’s Governmental 

Affairs Newsline is an excel-

lent resource and one we en-

courage you to share with 

your parent group affiliate, or 

personal, listserv. 

(If you no longer wish to re-

ceive these email updates, 

please go to our website, and 

click on “Contact Us”.) 

U.S. Supreme Court decision 

DSACT Holiday Donation Cards are here! 

Place Your Order Now in time for the Holidays 

Send a Gift that means the most:  

a holiday donation card from The Down Syndrome           

Association of Central Texas 

You can now send your friends and family Holiday Donation cards that indicate a donation has been made to DSACT on 

their behalf.  The suggested minimum amount is $5.00 per card, but can be made out for any amount. Cards will be sold 

online and at DSACT events.  If you would like to purchase DSACT Holiday Donation Cards please contact Stefanie Marti-

nez at 716-1561 or mikeandstef2000@aol.com. 

Place your order today! These go quick! 

Happy Birthday 

Julian 

Julian Ramirez,  

5 on September 27, with 

his trophy from his    

Kinetic Kids 

baseball game 
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This is an article from NDSS spotlight-

ing the work of the Kansas City Down 

Syndrome Association:  

h t t p : / / w w w . k c d s g . o r g /

for_educators.php?show_child=80  

(web page for educators).  

You can learn more about the Down 

Syndrome Guild of Kansas City’s pro-

grams and communicate with the staff 

by visiting www.kcdsg.org.  

Article:  

Open lines of communications be-

tween schools and parents.  

A course taught by experienced kinder-

garten teachers aimed at calming pa-

rental fears as their child with Down 

syndrome prepares for their first big 

day of school. 

These may sound like mere dreams for 

families of those with Down syndrome, 

but they are just a few of the many 

programs the Down Syndrome Guild 

of Greater Kansas City (KCDSG) offers 

its membership. 

According to KCDSG’s Executive Di-

rector Amy Allison, it’s because the 

group leadership gets its guidance di-

rectly from its members. 

“We have created a wonderful environ-

ment where we empower families to 

give us their ideas for programs, and 

we implement them,” Allison said. 

“Every program we offer is response-

driven straight from our membership.”  

Allison recalls that last year the group 

had several families with school-aged 

children preparing for kindergarten. 

She listened to them voice their con-

cerns about inclusion, acceptance, and 

how to best prepare their child for 

school and subsequently created the 

group’s first Kindergarten Roundup. 

The Roundup featured a presentation 

by an experienced kindergarten 

teacher and parent who explained how 

inclusion in the classroom worked 

while dispelling many myths that had 

parents concerned for their child. 

Another program that is receiving a 

respectable amount of attention is the 

Down Syndrome School Specialist 

Program. 

“I noticed that more parents were ask-

ing about their child’s legal rights at 

school rather than what the play-

ground looked like,” recalled Allison. “I 

saw that there was no kinship, but 

rather an atmosphere of distrust and 

anxiety regarding working together on 

behalf of parents and school districts.” 

The group sought a proactive solution 

by inviting special education directors 

to a brainstorm session. They strove to 

see how the group could better partner 

with the school system and provide a 

more enriching learning environment 

for those with Down syndrome. 

“At first some Special Education Direc-

tors were hesitant to our request, but 

they quickly became very open to us 

when they realized we were there to 

help provide solutions, not hostility,” 

Allison said. 

The result of that meeting was the 

creation of a program that designated 

one Down syndrome specialist in 

school district that was interested in 

participating. The specialist, a volun-

teer position, is typically a veteran 

special education teacher named by 

the district who serves as the conduit 

between the school system and the 

student with Down syndrome.  

“They are there as a resource for regu-

lar and special education teachers; 

they can be accessed by anyone on the 

team developing an IEP,” Allison said. 

“Specialists receive free resource and 

research material and [we] let them 

come to our conferences free. We pro-

vide them with anything that will allow 

them to best advocate for a student 

with Down syndrome.”  

The program, now a year old, now in-

cludes 18 Down syndrome specialists 

serving 16 school districts and the Kan-

sas City, KS Catholic Archdiocese. It 

has also helped bridged the communi-

cations gap between school districts 

and parents, creating a more open and 

sharing environment. 

“When I have schools calling me ask-

ing me about policy and procedures 

with students with Down syndrome, 

it’s a great day,” Allison said. 

Yet another inclusion tool used by 

KCDSG is a newsletter the group pub-

lishes. “Inclusion Solutions” is a news-

letter targeted to educators that pro-

vides the latest tips and suggestions for 

managing children with Down syn-

drome in the classroom.  

“It’s written to be very cutting-edge, 

addressing the latest tips and trends,” 

Allison said. “The teachers and para-

professionals love it. It covers behav-

ioral issues to curriculum adaptation 

tips and highlights educational tools 

that would be of interest to educators.” 

Allison says she’s able to provide such 

innovative programs to her member-

ship largely because fundraising for the 

group is handled by a separate organi-

zation. A partnership with the Kansas 

City Chiefs called First Downs for 

Down Syndrome provides enough 

funding for the group to serve its mem-

bership of 800 throughout the year.  

“It allows me to focus on program de-

velopment and being responsive to our 

membership 100 percent of the time,” 

Allison said.   

She is eager to share the wealth, how-

ever.   

“We are willing to share any informa-

tion with any group that wants to 

model one of our programs in the com-

munity. We’re all spending valuable 

(See Kansas on Page 23) 

 Down Syndrome Guild of Greater Kansas City  



Down in the Heart of Texas Page 23 

time and resources creating similar 

products around the country, and we 

are happy to share if it will help indi-

viduals with Down syndrome and their 

families.” 

Tips for Parents whose Child Re-

ceives Special Education Services 

by Sonja D. Kerr, Esq. 

1. When a child with a disability begins 

to receive services, parents should 

start keeping a kitchen calendar. On 

the calendar just note who called, 

what letter you sent, who you met in 

the hallway at school etc. Every year 

make a copy of this and keep it in a 

safe place. Never bring up to the 

school that you are keeping your 

calendar/log. If you get into a dis-

pute, disclose your calendar/log. 

One of my best stories was a parent 

who had kept her kitchen calendar 

and on it was a note that said, 

"Michael is retarded, per XX" the 

school psychologist, date and time. 

When that same psychologist tried 

to waffle, we had a good time and 

the case eventually settled.   

2. Use the Parent Resolution Form/

Chart that is in Pete' Wright's book 

From Emotions to Advocacy. Most 

of the time this can be a very good 

record of what was accomplished at 

meetings. 

KCDSG (from Page 22) 3. Use formal letters or even emails 

sparingly. One suggestion is to set a 

time that you respond to or write 

anything to the school district. There 

are few disputes that cannot be re-

sponded to or written about in a 

week's time. So plan on Sunday 

night or Tuesday morning whatever 

works for you. Tell the school this 

and put it in the child's IEP. If you 

do this, your life as a parent of a 

child with disabilities becomes much 

more manageable in terms of 

school/parent communications. You 

remain in control of the communica-

tion. If the teacher stops you outside 

the classroom on Monday and raises 

a topic, you will say, "I'll think about 

that" and then you will write the 

next week. You then control the 

tempo of the correspondence/email 

or whatever. One of the ironies is 

that schools want parents to com-

municate but they often complain 

about "too many" emails or "too 

many" letters. So structure your 

correspondence and stick to it. This 

leaves you, the parent, in control, 

rather than the school district staff. 

Also this gives you the ability to de-

cide if you really need to write. Be-

cause you are keeping a log anyway, 

you are still documenting what hap-

pened even if you didn't write. 

Schools are logging and not sending 

you letters about what they log and 

you should do the same. Not every 

discussion, comment, concern or 

potential disagreement needs to be 

confirmed in a letter or email. 

4. Set a regular time that you review 

your child's school file. One of the 

parents I used to represent always 

went in on the child's birthday 

(whether there was a dispute going 

on or not) and checked the child's 

school file and made sure she knew 

what was in it. This is much more 

effective than demanding the re-

cords only when there is a dispute or 

about to be one. It gives the school 

less opportunity to "cook the books" 

so to speak. 

5. Each quarter, when you receive your 

child's regular report card, take the 

time to write someone at the school 

and ask: "How does this report card fit 

with my child's IEP?" This is the single 

most important way to document re-

peatedly that there is no real measure 

of progress going on with the child. 

Sonja D. Kerr, Esq.  

Kerr Law Offices 

1205 E. International Airport Rd., 

Suite 104 

Anchorage, AK 99518 

907-561-2222 

Fax: 1-866-310-9252 

web: www.skerrlaw.com 

Ms. Kerr is licensed attorney 

who represents parents in Alaska and 

Indiana, as well as various circuit 

courts.  

one who has a sibling  or loved one with 

Down Syndrome should write their story. 

How has Down Syndrome touched your 

life? What do you want others to know? 

Parents, sisters, brothers, uncles, teachers, 

or individuals with Down Syndrome: what 

do you want the community to know about 

Dear Members, 

Awareness for Down Syndrome  is 

an important charter for us all. We 

want to educate people on what it 

truly means to have Down Syn-

drome. The best way to educate 

people is to share your story. Any-

Share Your Story 
Down Syndrome? 

Share your stories and thoughts with us. 

Send your story or thoughts to the Down 

in the Heart of Texas newsletter at co-

c o s k @ r o c k e t m a i l . c o m  o r 

dj_worsfold@yahoo.co.uk. We’ll print 

them in our next issue. 
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This year AISD will be participating in 

6 Special Olympic sports: 

Bowling (September - December) 

Powerlifting (October - December) 

Basketball (January - March) 

Gymnastics (February - May) 

Track & Field (March - May) 

and Soccer will also be offered (details 

to be confirmed) 

(details below) 

AISD is also trying to get Young Ahtle-

tes Programs started in PPCD classes 

or with adaptive PE teachers for kids 

from 2-7 yrs old.  

You can have your child participate in a 

sport in his/her area in AISD (south or 

north) by completing an AISD Special 

Olympics participation form, which you 

can get from Coach Cooks. AISD will 

send a bus to his/her school to pick 

child up if during school hours and will 

pay all fees and costs. Coach Cooks can 

be reached at:  

Austin ISD Special Olympics, 3200 

Jones Road Austin, Texas 78745  

(512) 841-8334 or 841-8336 Fax #(512)

841-8335 or  

KCooks@austinisd. org.  

DSACT member Deborah Trejo has 

asked AISD post the form on the AISD 

website as well. http://www.austinis 

d.org/academics/ specialolympics/ 

If you or someone you know is inter-

ested in coaching or volunteering, 

please let Coach Cooks know, or out-

side of AISD, contact Filitsa Leriou, 

491-2937, fleriou@sotx. org. 

Also, if you are interested in helping get 

more local businesses, employers, vol-

unteers, etc. involved in Special Olym-

pics in AISD, please contact Deborah 

Trejo at dtrejo@kempsmith. com or 

Gerard Jimenez at gerard@austin. 

rr.com.  

If you are interested in helping start a 

new Special Olympics program outside 

of AISD, contact Filitsa Leriou, 491-

2937, fleriou@sotx. org. 

AISD Sports for 2007-08 

Bowling : (Monday thru Thursdays 

9a-11a and 12p – 2pm) Starting Sep-

tember 17, 2007, North - Dart Bowl 

South – Westgate Lane 

Coaches : Karl E. Cooks - staff 

Shalanda Byers - staff  

Chris "Mark" Reina - former athlete/

coach 

Mono McCollough - Rosedale 

Judy McGookey – Parent (Unified 

Team Head Coach) 

Andrew (AJ) MacNeill – Student Vol-

unteer/Asst. Coach 

Tyson Ross – Student Volunteer/Asst. 

Coach 

Powerlifting : (Saturdays starting 

October 20, 2007) South – Bedichek 

North – Murchison/LBJ 

Coaches : Nathan Johndrow - Bedichek  

Camarino Hernandez - Bedichek  

South Site @ Bedichek 9am – 11aM 

Michael Scaccia - LBJ  

Richard Salazar - McCallum  

North Site @ LBJ on Mondays 

(5:00pm – 6:30pm) @ Murchison MS 

on Saturdays from 9am – 11am 

Basketball : Wednesdays @ Burger 

9am – 11am and Thursdays @ Delco 

9am – 11am  

(Scrimmages to be determined at a 

later date) 6:00pm – 8:00pm 

Starting January 16, 2008  

Coaches : Karl E. Cooks - staff  

Shalanda Byers - staff  

Alex Parrish - Pearce  

Shannon Harrison - Volunteer 

Jerome Johnson - LBJ  

Track & Field : South @ Bowie on 

Tuesdays starting March 25, 2008)

North @ Nelson Field on Thursdays 

(starting March 27, 2008) 

Coaches : Karl E. Cooks - staff 

Shalanda Byers - staff 

Chris "Mark" Reina - former athlete/

Coach 

Mona McCollough - Rosedale 

Jerome Johnson - LBJ 

Nathan Johndrow - Bedichek 

Gymnastics : Saturdays @ Austin 

Cheer Elite 12:00pm –2:00pm  

(starting February 16th) 

Coaches :  

Judy McGookey - Girls Head Coach 

Audi McGookey - Boys Head Coach 

Laura Judah - former athlete/Asst. 

Coach 

Saida Martinez - Volunteer/Asst. Coach 

Bonnie Walker - Parent/Asst. Coach 

Karl E. Cooks - HOD 

Soccer schedule to be announced. 

AISD participation in Special Olympic sports  

Cooking Classes for the teens ages 13-19 will begin October 20th from 4:00 - 6:00pm at Young Chefs Academy: http://

www.youngchefsacademy.com/stores/store_page.php?franchise_id=117. Please submit a registration form and forward to 

mellymendoza@yahoo.com or contact Melly Mendoza at 423-0253. 

DSACT Teens Group 
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Upsndowns 

Yahoo Group 
There is a yahoo group for those who have  twins (or 

more) with Down syndrome, see below link for more 

information: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Multiples-DS/ 

Updated: 9/14/2007 12:49:49 

PM. By: News 8 Austin Staff  

Special education students in 

Texas will face tougher testing 

this school year. 

The Texas Education Agency 

is rolling out the TAKS-M, a 

modified version of the Texas 

Assessment of Knowledge 

and Skills test. 

The TAKS-M would test spe-

cial education students at the 

grade level they're in, despite 

their personal learning level. 

Before this, students with 

learning disabilities could be 

tested at a lower grade level. 

The new test is drawing 

mixed reaction. 

"While we applaud the bar 

being raised there is also 

some anxiety that comes 

along with that...for our staff 

as well as with parents. But I 

have some parents who say 

that my child is not being 

challenged. So that parent 

will applaud this," Janna Lilly 

of Austin ISD said. 

"We are excited about the 

idea that my daughter is go-

ing to be tested to find out 

exactly what she knows on 

her grade level," parent 

Gerard Jimenez said. 

 

Others worry that the grade-

level testing requirement will 

make the playing field less 

level for some students who 

receive special education. 

"I'm afraid that it may be 

frustrating and make our kids 

feel like they have failed, or 

that they have not learned, 

when in fact we have tried 

very hard to make sure that 

they have," special education 

teacher Jim Fullbright said. 

The new testing measure is 

part of the No Child Left Be-

hind Act. The Texas Educa-

tion Agency estimates that 

between 80,0000 and 

100,000 special education 

students will take the TAKS-

M test this school year. 

Another version of the 

TAKS test called TAKS-

ALT is also available for 

students with the more 

severe cognitive disabili-

ties. 

Tougher Testing Standards for Special Ed Students  

DSACT has been awarded a 
$2,000 grant from Target for our 
Music and Me Program for the 

second time!  
Thanks again to Lori Barta for 

spending the time preparing the 
grant paperwork. 

DSACT would like to recognize the following individuals for their help with the relocation packets for DSACT Membership.  

  DSACT Member Jennifer York, M.D. --- for leading the project & putting packets together  

  Terri Bolin from the Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce 

 Anna Grassini from Austin Bellavilla Realty, LLC 

 Shannon Shaddock from Capital Cruises 

 Christine Vander Ploeg from the Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum 

 Pam Wachholz the Community Development Coordinator for the Austin American-Statesman 

 Frances Cushing from the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center at UT Austin Zoo 

Relocation Packages 
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From NDSS 
Approximately 350,000 peo-

ple in the United States have 

Down syndrome, which is 

caused by a third copy of 

chromosome 21. Individuals 

with Down syndrome and 

other intellectual disabilities 

work very hard ,  harder than 

most people , to learn how to 

read, write, play musical in-

struments, participate in 

sports, live independently, 

and become valuable mem-

bers of their communi-

ties.  They deserve to be re-

spected and celebrated for 

their success and achieve-

ments, and not to have their 

clinical diagnosis used as a 

punch-line.  More often than 

not, these individuals are 

underestimated their whole 

lives by people who focus on 

their disability, rather than 

their abilities.  

When people with Down syn-

drome are referenced in this 

way in the media, it sustains 

and perpetuates these low 

expectations and negative 

stereotypes, and further im-

pedes the acceptance of peo-

ple with disabilities in 

schools, the workplace, and 

the community. Negative and 

inaccurate public perceptions 

are the greatest barriers the 

National Down Syndrome 

Society faces in achieving 

acceptance and inclusion of 

people with Down syndrome. 

We request that you consider 

issuing a network policy that 

would prohibit and prevent 

the airing of programming 

with comments using Down 

syndrome or other intellec-

tual disabilities as a punch-

line in the future.  We invite 

you to produce programming 

that tells the true story about 

Down syndrome and intellec-

tual disabilities, and help us 

break down stereotypes and 

educate the public.  

Sincerely, 

 

Sarah Schleider 

VP of Marketing and         

Communication 

National Down Syndrome 

Society 

666 Broadway, 8th Floor 

New York, NY 10014 

212-763-4369 

sschleider@ndss.org 

Dear Affiliates: 

The following letter was sent 

on behalf of NDSS to the pro-

ducer of Comedy Central’s, 

Roast of Flavor Flav™. Dur-

ing this program, derogatory 

remarks were made in refer-

ence to Down syndrome. We 

will continue to keep you up-

dated on the response. 

August 20th, 2007 

Elizabeth Porter 

Senior Vice President,  

Specials and Talent 

2049 Century Park East, 

Suite 4000 

Los Angeles, CA 90067 

Dear Mrs. Elizabeth Porter, 

I am writing on behalf of the 

National Down Syndrome 

Society to express our con-

cern with a comment made 

on, Comedy Central’s, Roast 

of Flavor Flav™ that aired on 

Sunday, August 12, 2007 at 

10:00 p.m. In this program, 

Flavor Flav made derogatory 

remarks about Jeff Ross, stat-

ing, “He looks like a de-

pressed hobbit with Down 

Syndrome”.  

There is 

nothing in a 

caterpillar that 

tells you it's 

going to be a 

butterfly. 

- Buckminster 

Fuller 

DSACT Share the Passion 2009 Calendar 

We are looking for our Share the Passion 2009  Calendar Models 

Contact Us Today! 

The DSACT Calendar committee will be selecting the models matching them with the Central Texas celebrities very soon. 

If your child is chosen you will be contacted via mail and phone. 

Please contact Stefanie Martinez or Teana Ross to have them send you the calendar application if you are interested. 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact the DSACT Committee members Stefanie at 716-1561, mikeand-

stef2000@aol.com or Teana Ross at teanafunk@yahoo.com  
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November 17 -  

ESY (Extended School Year):  

What is it and how do you get it?! 

Stephanie Williams, Community Advocate, PATH Project, 

Partners Resource Network 

Please RSVP so I can plan food and childcare accordingly. 

Just shoot me an email. Pizza and drinks will be available 

for your enjoyment. Please let me know how many children 

you will bring and their ages so I can have the best adult to 

child ratios possible. 

Event Time:  2:00 - 4:00 

Location:  Open Door Preschool 

1717 West 10th Street 

Austin, Texas 78703 

From Mopac and Enfield, go east until West Lynn and 

turn right. Go a few blocks and turn right on West 10th 

Street. The driveway to Open Door is a few blocks down on 

the left. You will see a low, wide brick sign with that says " 

ATCMHR Infant/Parent Program Open Door Preschool 

1717 West 10th". If you get lost call me on my cell phone and 

I will help you. 

From IH35 and 15th Street, go west until West Lynn 

and turn left. Go a few blocks and turn right on West 10th 

Street. The driveway to Open Door is a few blocks down on 

the left. You will see a low, wide brick sign with that says " 

ATCMHR Infant/Parent Program Open Door Preschool 

1717 West 10th". If you get lost call me on my cell phone at 

496.6100 and I will be happy to help you. 

Contact Gerard Jimenez for more information.  

DSACT Austin Speaker Series 
Noviembre 17 -  

ESY (Extendió año escolar) :  

¡Qué es y cómo lo consigue usted?! 

Stephanie William, Abogado de Comunidad, Proyecto de 

SENDERO, Junta la Red del Recurso 

Todos estos acontecimientos estarán en Puerta Abierta Preesco-

lar empezando los sábados en 2:00. Apreciaría si usted hace 

RSVP tan yo puedo planear alimento y cuidado de niños por con-

siguiente. Dispáreme apenas un correo electrónico. La pizza y las 

bebidas estarán disponibles para su placer. Permita por favor que 

mí saber cuántos niños usted traerá y sus edades tan yo puedo 

tener el mejor adulto a proporciones de niño posibles. 

El Tiempo del acontecimiento: 2:00 - 4:00 

La ubicación: Abra Puerta Preescolar 

1717 Calle al oeste décima  

Austin, Tejas 78703  

Direcciones: De Mopac y Enfield, vaya al este hasta que Lynn 

Occidental y gire a la derecha. Vaya unos pocos bloques y gire a la 

derecha en la Calle al oeste décima. El camino de entrada para 

Abrir Puerta es unos pocos bloques hacia abajo a la izquierda. 

Usted verá un signo bajo y ancho de ladrillo con que dice "el Pro-

grama de Niño/Padre de ATCMHR Abre Puerta Preescolar 1717 

al oeste décimo". Si usted se pierde la llamada mí en mi teléfono 

celular y yo le ayudaré.  

De IH35 y la Calle decimoquinta, vaya al oeste hasta que 

Lynn y la vuelta Occidentales dejaran. Vaya unos pocos bloques y 

gire a la derecha en la Calle al oeste décima. El camino de entrada 

para Abrir Puerta es unos pocos bloques hacia abajo a la 

izquierda. Usted verá un signo bajo y ancho de ladrillo con que 

dice "el Programa de Niño/Padre de ATCMHR Abre Puerta Pree-

scolar 1717 al oeste décimo". Si usted se pierde la llamada mí en 

mi teléfono celular en 496,6100 y seré feliz de ayudarle. 

Contacte Gerard Jimenez para más información.  

Serie de Orador de DSACT Austin 

 
Tel 512-301-2431  

Email:    jeanlouis@austin.rr.com 

http://www.jeanlouisphotography.com/ 

Jean Louis is formally trained and experienced in photographing children with special 

needs. If you've hesitated to take your child for a formal portrait because you were con-

cerned about how the photographer would interact with your child we would love to 

work with you. Please call us for a consultation so we can discuss your child's specific 

needs and abilities. Jean Louis is also The Down Syndrome Association of Central Texas 

- Share the Passion Calendar Photographer. 
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President’s Report 
What an amazing year it’s been. We 

are truly blessed. We’ve done so much 

for so many. Would you believe that 

DSACT is one of the fastest growing 

most proactive Down syndrome asso-

ciations in the country? It’s true. Not 

only are we one of the fastest growing 

100% volunteer driven Down syn-

drome associations in the country, but 

we are one of the leaders in the disabil-

ity advocates community right now in 

Central Texas. DSACT is continuing to 

grow at a rate that is impressive by any 

standard. 

The number of programs we have is at 

all time high and are offered on a regu-

lar year round schedule. We have 

about a dozen classes for children and 

adults with Down syndrome. I think 

it’s important to note that we are the 

only organization that represents peo-

ple with disabilities that offers the 

range of programs for the people who 

have the disability. Trust me when I 

say we are in a very enviable position. 

Our children’s classes and social 

groups continue to provide terrific 

opportunities for our kids to work on 

their social skills and develop friend-

ships with other kids with DS. 

The Speakers Series offered some of 

the best experts in the disability advo-

cates community to share valuable 

information with us. And the best is 

yet to come. We will be looking at re-

formatting the series and be sure to 

look for at least one nationally recog-

nized speaker to come to present to us. 

 The New Parent program has a strong 

group of volunteers and an excellent 

package of materials to give new par-

ents. We are working on relocation 

packages to give to families who are 

considering a move to Austin or to 

those who have recently made the 

move. 

The Education Committee has been 

instrumental in helping to expand Spe-

cial Olympics programming in AISD 

and received the support of the district 

to fund enough coaches to make the 

expansion successful. The committee 

also hosted several successful parent/

teacher panels that inspired many par-

ents with its provocative insight. 

We worked with the Austin School 

District to bring in a nationally recog-

nized advocate for people with disabili-

ties to give a presentation to help our 

parents learn more about the educa-

tional process in the school system. We 

have also developed a collaboration 

between the AISD Special Education 

Department and DSACT to work on 

our educators manual for teachers who 

have a child with DS in their classroom 

and the rough draft was used in a 

teacher training session this past sum-

mer. The final draft has just been com-

pleted and will be available to all 

DSACT members and schools soon. As 

a result of this collaboration, the AISD 

Special Education Citizens Advisory 

Committee, as you may or may not 

know I am the Chairman of, has cre-

ated a subcommittee on Down syn-

drome that will continue to work on 

issues of importance to all us. We were 

given recognition and won the award 

from Greenlights for Non-profits, the 

leading non-profit support organiza-

tion in Austin for most unique fund-

raising effort: Skydive for Down Syn-

drome. 

We continue to enjoy a partnership 

with the Scottish Rite Children’s Thea-

tre and now have a new partnership 

with Ballet Austin that gives us the 

opportunity to enjoy the performing 

arts free of charge.  

We are very excited about our new 

partnership with the University of 

Texas Best Buddies program that has 

already enabled some our kids to have 

a buddy from UT. We have found some 

talented people to chair the Healthcare 

committee and are looking forward to 

following their lead in this area. And of 

course, we have one of the best news-

letters and web sites on the planet, not 

to mention that the current Board of 

Directors is phenomenal and next year 

the number of members on the board 

will increase to at least fifteen. I see 

some very good things in our future. 

We are very thankful for all the friends 

and partners we in the community who 

help us to achieve our mission and 

yearly goals. Without the support of 

our network of family and friends 

DSACT would not be able to accom-

plish all the lofty goals we set for our-

selves. Just about every school district 

in Central Texas has supported DSACT 

in one way or another. The sponsors 

for all our events are incredible. Please 

look at the sponsor’s page to see a 

complete list of who they are. They 

continue to provide us with the sup-

port we need in order to have success-

ful events. Please, whenever you have a 

chance please patronize their busi-

nesses and be sure to tell them how 

much you appreciate what they do for 

DSACT. The ARC of Texas, Advocacy 

Inc, Easter Seals, ARC of the Capital 

Area, Any Baby Can, Ballet Austin, 

Scottish Rite Children’s Theatre are a 

few of the organizations that come to 

mind that have that helped us achieve 

our mission. 

We have been very successful at creat-

ing opportunities to increase the 

awareness of Down syndrome in our 

community. We have shared the mes-

sage that people who have Down syn-

drome are good people who make good 

friends. People with DS are productive, 

loyal, valued employees and are very 

(See Report on page 29) 
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beloved family members of many families right here in Central 

Texas. Just because a person has Down syndrome doesn’t 

mean they can’t make valuable contributions to the commu-

nity both economically and socially. That having a person with 

Down syndrome in their lives enriches the quality of their life, 

not diminishes it. The DSACT Share the Passion Calendar, the 

Buddy Walk, Scrap for Chap and the Sky Dive for Down Syn-

drome events have all been wonderful platforms to attract 

media coverage and have enjoyed a high level of success mak-

ing news worthy stories. Our credibility with the local news 

sources is at an all time high. In fact I would not be surprised 

if we were able to get a full media partnership with a TV news 

station for one of our events sometime soon. 

We have also been very successful at raising the awareness of 

Down syndrome in the community through the teams at the 

Buddy Walk. I am so impressed with the number of teams at 

the Buddy Walk. If you think for a minute about all the money 

that teams were responsible for raising this year which will be 

over $50,000 and all the family members and friends and 

friends of friends and total strangers that were responsible for 

all the money the teams raised. All of those people, even the 

ones who said no to making a donation are now more aware of 

the fact that there are people in our community who have DS 

and that there are even more people who love them and sup-

port them every chance they get. You guys are making a huge 

difference. I applaud each and everyone of your for all you did. 

The more we, as parents, raise the level of expectations that 

people have of people with DS, the more opportunities there 

will be for inclusion in schools and in the work force. As ex-

pectations for people with Down syndrome increase and they 

(PRESIDENTS REPORT from  page 28) are given an honest chance at success as defined by each per-

son’s own potential which is defined by their abilities and not 

their disabilities, we will all be able to increase the number of 

people who benefit from their contributions. The more people 

get the opportunity to have a friendship with people with DS 

the more they will realize what every parent already knows: 

people with Down syndrome are some of the coolest people on 

the planet and make some of the best friends anyone could 

hope for. I encourage you to continue to be strong advocates for 

your child and the children of your friends in DSACT. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of DSACT and all our mem-

bers, I would like to thank everyone who has ever made time in 

their schedule to do something for the organization. No matter 

how big or small the task you did for DSACT ,you can be sure 

that your time and efforts were well spent and helped make a 

difference in the lives of many people in Central Texas. Thank 

you all very much. 

Now that I’ve thanked you for what you’ve done in the past I 

want to say that there is still much more left for us to do. Please 

continue to give your time and talent to DSACT. Everything you 

do for DSACT helps us to reach our goals and helps each one of 

us one way or another. 

And to think, we been able to do all these things because of a 

bunch of parents who believe that their children deserve the 

best life has to offer and that we can do more for our children 

by working together than we could if we tried to go it alone. It’s 

amazing. 

Gerard Jimenez 

DSACT President 

DSACT is has been accepted into a great program offered by Ballet Austin called Night of Community. This program gives or-
ganizations like ours the chance to attend the ballet free of charge. The season is just beginning so you will have more than one 
opportunity to attend one of Ballet Austin’s wonderful productions. If you have attended Ballet Austin’s productions in the past 
you know what I mean. If you haven’t, this is going to be an excellent opportunity for you to experience the ballet free of charge.  

I have included the link below for you to learn more about the performances and  information about other productions in the fu-
ture. Our organization can have up to one hundred tickets. Please get in touch if you have any questions or would like for me to 
reserve some tickets for you.  

I would like to thank one of our members for sharing information about this program with me. A special thanks goes out to Claire 
Milam. Thank you, Claire! 

 Gerard   

http://www.balletaustin.org/atb/ 

Ballet Austin’s Night of Community 
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Dates, Meetings, etc…. 
Wednesday, November 7 

ICAP Wrestling 

Practice begins (every Wednesday) till December 12th. We will 

meet in the Leander High School wrestling room, located in a 

separate metal building in the back of the school. (Look for me 

standing outside waving my arms.) Practice will start at 6.30 

and end at 7.30pm. This is for Leander ISD ICAP and ELE 

students only. There will be a final tournament at the end of 

the season. 

Jim Karp is the lead coach with other adult volunteer coaches. 

Our goal is to improve strength, balance, endurance and have 

some fun. If interested please contact Jim Karp at 297.7871 or 

james.karp@leanderisd.org 

November 13 

All About TAKS (Texas Assessment of Knowledge and 

Skills) - 7 – 8.30pm, Rosedale School, 2117 West 49th St. For 

more information call 414.0955, 414.2535 or 476.7044. 

Your child is now required to take grade level TAKS testing. 

How will this affect grade level placement? Learn everything 

you need to know about the TAKS-M and TAKS-A. Learn 

which accommodations will be available, and how the tests 

can be modified for special education students. 

John Fuerst, AISD Special Education Supervisor of Data and 

Accountability and other staff will explain TAKS testing to 

parents and answer your questions. 

Childcare and pizza from 6.30pm. 

November 12 

Leander Family Support Network (LFSN) 

Behavior – LISD Licensed School Psychologists. 6.30-8pm 

Saturday, November 17 

DSACT Speaker Series  

Stephanie Williams, Community Advocate, PATH Project Re-

source Network; ESY (Extended School Year): What is it and 

how do you Get it?! 
2:00pm - 4:00pm  Open Door Preschool, 1717 West 10th off of 

West Lynn. Child care and pizza provided 

RSVP Gerard Jimenez see  page31  for his details 

Tuesday, November 27 

Down Syndrome Education Group at Rosedale School 

Parents Share Challenges and Successes in IEPs 

Come talk to other parents about crafting the best IEP for your 

child (in English with translation available). Contact Deborah 

Trejo, quintosol@sbcglobal.net or 512-586-2552.  

December 3rd  

“Understanding Your Child’s Special Education 

Rights” -  

Join Advocacy, Inc. for a free workshop: Is your child having 

trouble at school? How can you get special education services 

for your child? How can you make those services better? 

6-8.30pm at the Jewish Community Center of Austin, 7300 

Hart Lane Community Hall 150-D, 735-8000 

Registration is required: call Nancy Gutierrez to register at 

454.4816 x342 by November 27th .  

Free Food, limited childcare. 

December 3 

Parents Night Out – Children will be entertained and super-
vised by LISD Special Education Staff. 6-9pm. 

December 4-8  

National Inclusive Schools Week,  

NDSS supports the 6th Annual National Inclusive Schools 

Week.  The Week highlights and celebrates the progress our 

nation's schools have made in using inclusive practices to 

ensure a quality education for an increasingly diverse student 

population, including students with intellectual disabilities. 

Each year, the Week focuses on a particularly challenging 

area or aspect of integrating inclusive practices into the 

school experience; this year focus is on transition planning.   

The 2007 National Inclusive Schools Week will highlight re-

sources and literature that educators and families can use to 

prepare students to manage and embrace change, as well as 

various tools to teach self-advocacy and self-determination 

skills that will benefit them throughout their lives. Numerous 

resources, materials, and products are available on their Web 

site at www.inclusiveschools.org.  

NDSS also offers Everyone Counts: Teaching Acceptance & 

Inclusion as a year-round curriculum to educate K-6 students 

about Down syndrome and encourage positive relationships 

between students with and without disabilities.  Parents and 

teachers can order the program for use in their local schools 

during National Inclusive Schools Week, or anytime during 

the year. To order Everyone Counts ($35), or other informa-

tional brochures on inclusion and transition issues, call (800) 

221-4602.  

Sunday, December 9 

DSACT Holiday Party 

Texas Old Town, more information on page 6 

January 14 

Student led ARD’S 

6.30-8pm. - Childcare will be provided for all LFSN meetings. 

Please call 434.5006 to make reservations. Food and drink 

will also be provided. For more information of new and up-

coming events check the LISD web page www.leanderisd.org 

or contact Debi McNiff LISD Parent Liaison 

debi.mcniff@leanderisd.org 512.434.5377 

February 20-23, 2008 

Inclusion Works Conference  - more information in the 

next newsletter 
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Vision Statement 

The Vision of the Down Syndrome Association of Central Texas is a world in 

which all members, including those with Down syndrome, are accepted, valued 

for their uniqueness, respected for their abilities and contributions, and assured 

the opportunity and choice to create their own path to fulfillment and success.  

Mission Statement 

The mission of DSACT is to provide support and resources to individuals with 

Down syndrome, their families, professionals, and the community to achieve our 

vision. We achieve this by: 

Promoting the development of programs that enrich the lives of individuals with 

Down syndrome;  

Increasing public awareness and understanding about the abilities of individuals 

with Down syndrome;  

Encouraging inclusion of individuals with Down syndrome in our neighborhoods, 

schools, places of worship, recreational activities, and places of employment;  

Providing education, resources and support to parents and educators to ensure 

quality education which will prepare individuals with Down syndrome for further 

Nuestra Visión 

La visión de DSACT (Asociación de Síndrome Down de la Zona Central de 

Texas) es un mundo en el que todos sus miembros, incluso aquellos con el 

Síndrome de Down, son aceptados, valorados por lo que son, respetados por sus 

habilidades y contribuciones, y cuya oportunidad de crear su propio camino al 

éxito y realización personal es asegurado.  

Nuestra Misión 

La misión de DSACT es proveer soporte y recursos a individuos con síndrome de 

Down, sus familias, profesionales, y la comunidad a obtener nuestra visión. 

Nosotros podemos cumplir ésto de la siguiente forma: 

Promoviendo el desarrollo de programas que enriquezcan las vidas de los 

individuos con síndrome de Down. 

Incrementando el conocimiento y el entendimiento público acerca de las 

familias y los individuos con síndrome de Down. 

Estimulando la inclución de individuos con síndrome de Down en nuestros 

vecindarios, escuelas, iglesias, actividades recreacionales, y lugares de empleo. 

Proveyendo educación, recursos y soporte a los padres y educadores para 

asegurar la calidad de educación que prepare a individuos con síndrome de 

The content of this newsletter is provided as a public service for informational purposes. DSACT does 
not promote any particular therapy, treatment, institution or professional system, etc. The opinions, 

beliefs, and viewpoints expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the DSACT, 
its directors, members or the editors of this newsletter. 

Officers 

President - Gerard Jimenez 

512.496.6100 • gerard@austin.rr.com 

Vice President - Lori Barta  

512.343.0519 • lmtullos@yahoo.com 

Secretary - Elaine Erdelt  

512.260.7497 • eerdelt@yahoo.com 

Treasurer - Steven Weinstein 
slw5906@sbcglobal.net  

Board Members 

Fundraising - Stefanie Martinez   

512.454.8142 • mikeandstef2000@aol.com 

Outreach - Ameila Mendoza & Elizabeth Bradley  

mellymendoza@yahoo.com •  

eabradley@austin.rr.com 

Social  - Serita Silvestri 

512.695.9847 • serita2252@yahoo.com 

Communication - Danielle Worsfold  

512.249.2380 • dj_worsfold@yahoo.co.uk 

Spanish/Latino - Rebecca Zarate Tobias 

512.447.6974 

At Large Board Member  - Cynthia Ochoa  

512.413.7317 • manor038@hotmail.com 

Public Relations -  Jean Louis 
512-301-2431 • jeanlouis@austin.rr.com 

Committee Chairs 

Education - Deborah Trejo   

512.586.2552 • dtrejo@kempsmith.com 

Inkdots (o-6yrs)  - Sertita Silvestri 

KiDSACT - (6.12) - Gerard Jimenez 

Teen/Young Adult (13 -25) - Vacant 

Adult (25-up) - Carolyn Byers  

512.267.3711• carolynbyers@yahoo.com 

Comite Latino - Rebecca Zarate Tobias 

Hays County Support- Sarah Carlisle 

512.787.1014 • leesarah@grandecom.net 

Williamson County Support: - Sara Correa 

512.259.4607 • correa5@earthlink.net 

New Parent Contact - Lori Barta 

Web Master - Cynthia Ochoa 

Newsletter Editor: - Sandie Coco 

Co- Chair Fund Raising: - Vacant 

Share the Passion Calendar -  

Stefanie Martinez & Teana Ross 
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DSACT 

3710 Cedar Street  

Box 3 
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Phone: 512-323-0808 

Fax: 512-451-3110  

E-mail: info@dsact..com 
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cocosk@rocketmail.com 
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We’re on the Web! 

www.dsact.com 

Greenlights for Nonprofit Suc-

cess is an organization that 

focuses on serving nonprofits 

in Central Texas. Each year 

they hold an evening of laugh-

ter to celebrate the AMAZING 

FEATS of Central Texas non-

profit superheroes. This years 

4 t h  a n n u a l  2 0 0 7 

G r e e n l i g h t s  N o n n y 

Awards ceremony, was held 

an on  September 19  at the 

Salvage Vanguard Theater. 

It was on this evening our 

very own Danielle Worsfold 

was recognized with the  It’s 

a Bird!  It’s a Plane” award 

for her creativity, and brav-

ery, in organizing and par-

ticipating in the “Jump! For 

Down Syndrome” skydiving 

fundraiser. She was one of 

only six winners who were rec-

ognized at this event. 

Twelve DSACT board mem-

bers and partners were 

there to cheer on our very 

own Superhero and had a 

wonderful time, especially 

when Danielle’s name was 

called for the last award of 

the evening!! 

Danielle Worsfold - Nonny Award Winner!! 
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Moving? Don’t miss an issue of the Down In The Heart of Texas newsletter, or invitations and re-

minders to events, due to an address change. Since the post office does not forward the newsletter, 

please write or email Cynthia Ochoa at manor038@hotmail.com or DSACT Membership Update, 

3710 Cedar St, Box 3, Austin TX, to update all of your information. Many thanks. 

The Down In The Heart of 

Texas is a bi-yearly publication 

of DSACT. Please contact 

Danielle Worsfold or our editor 

Sandie Coco , if you have any 

questions about the contents of 

this newsletter or would like to 

contribute an article. 

Por favor contacte Danielle 
Worsfold o nuestro redactor 
Sandie Coco, si usted tiene 

cualquier pregunta acerca del 
contenido de este boletín o 
quiere contribuir  con un 

artículo. 


