
 

 

TEACHING MONEY SKILLS: COINS 
 

Teach bills before teaching coins since bills can always be used to make purchases and 
are easier to count and understand than coins.  
 
Begin with just two coins, pennies and nickels.  These will be easier because of the 
color difference. 
 
Look for recognition first.  Don’t worry about value. 
 
Begin by sorting the two. 
 
With success with two coins, add dimes.  Point out the obvious differences.  Sort by 
placing in containers, have them hand you coins as you ask or you can match coins to 
pictures if they are good pictures. 
 
Next you can add quarters.  Again size is helpful.  Because the quarters now have so 
many different designs it has made it very difficult to identify quarters by design.  There 
is a head on one side, but there is on the other coins as well and portraits are not easily 
distinguishable from each other. 
 
Once they can identify coins, you can begin to talk about value. 
 
Pennies will be relatively easy and adding them together is easy because you can just 
count, as long as 1:1 correspondence is understood. 
 
Next, teach nickels.  If you touch a nickel in the middle and say 5, there will be a way to 
add all coins except pennies by touching points and counting by 5. 
 
You can roll dice and each person gets the number rolled in pennies.  Then check to 
see if you can “turn in” 5 pennies to get a nickel.  This helps with the concept of how 
many pennies in a nickel and that you can use either pennies or nickels at times. 
 
If two or more people are rolling the dice, you can also compare who has more money. 
 
Keep rolling and collecting pennies and nickels.  You can count the nickels by counting 
by 5’s and just add the pennies.   
 
A number line can be used to help. Number lines do not have to be fancy.  It can also 
just cover the range I child will be using then. It can just show counting by 5’s or by 
single digits, whichever will help support the child in the learning process without making 
it more complicated. 
 



 

 

Next introduce dimes.  Touch the top of the dime and say 5, touch the bottom and say 
10. A dime is 10 cents. 
 
Practice by rolling dice if you want to practice with a game.  Only this time, you can also 
exchange 2 nickels for a dime.  So, you get pennies; do you have enough for a nickel? 
Do you have enough nickels to get a dime?  How much total money do you have?  
Count by 5’s and then by ones for the pennies. 
 
If a child cannot count by 5’s yet, it will be harder to count coins. 
 
Finally, add quarters.  Touch the upper left (5), upper right(10), lower left (15), lower 
right (20) and center (25).  A quarter is 25 cents. 
 
You can practice with rolling dice (2) and exchanging coins for other coins. 
 
You can also begin to practice by playing grocery store.  You can write prices on items 
and let him “buy” those items.  He can be the checker or the person buying the items.  
He will need to determine ahead of time if he has enough money to buy the item or if the 
person buying from him has given them enough money. He does not have to determine 
if he should give change or how much change he owes someone.  If he knows he 
should get/give change that is enough until his money skills are improved. 
 
You can also get menus once they have enough money skills and practice with those. 
Or create your own menus. Many restaurants will have carry out menus or give you a 
copy of their real menus if they know you are using them as a teaching tool.  This is 
especially good for restaurants that you frequent because your child can also use the 
menu for sight word reading and practice finding what they want on a menu. 
 
Finally, you can add coins and bills together when he is shopping (for real and for 
practice). Always start with small amounts like purchases under $5 and work up from 
there as confidence and skills build. 
  



 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 


